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by Florence Price 
 

This month, thanks to the efforts of Julie McMullen and so many others, we‘ll 
escape our everyday lives at our annual Retreat From Harsh Reality and have 
the opportunity to unleash our muses, get creative and learn new ways to 
improve our craft with special guest (and back for a return engagement) 
author Cindy Dees.  
 
I had the very great pleasure of attending the 2008 Retreat, where Cindy was 
the guest speaker. It was my first Retreat, and I have to say that Cindy is not 
only a fabulous speaker, but she’s also a fascinating woman. After listening to 

her relate her life experiences, it’s no wonder she’s a RITA winner! I’m positive this second opportunity 
to hear her speak will be just as informative, entertaining and memorable as the first. 
 
Actually, that first Retreat was my introduction into the wonderful camaraderie and fellowship of the 
MMRWA. Before I joined MMRWA, I had led a somewhat isolated life. Not to say that I didn’t have 
friends – I did. But none of my friends were writers. A writer can take a word, a dream or a random 
comment from a stranger and turn it into a book. People who don’t write, don’t understand that and 
there’s no way to explain it to them. When I attend Retreat or an MMRWA meeting, I’m surrounded by 
people who do understand that concept. And writing may be a solitary endeavor, but being in the 
society of other writers, talking and learning about the craft, has led to some extraordinary friendships 
which have enriched my life.  
 
So, I hope to see many of you enjoying the fellowship of this year’s Retreat. Whether it’s hanging out 
with old friends or meeting new ones, it’s sure to be another experience to remember.  
 
Until then…Happy writing! 
 

Florence 
 

Once again, our chapter sends out a challenge to its members to complete a book this year. The challenge has a two-fold purpose: it is goal-setting 
for the writer and a fund-raiser for our chapter.  
 
The rules are simple: 
1. Declare the title of the book you plan to finish and send $5.00 to the coordinator by June 30, 2011; more than one title may be entered at 
$5.00 each. 
2. By November 30, 2011, send the final page of the ms to the coordinator. 
3. At the December meeting, one of the pages will be drawn and the winner will receive half of the money collected. 
 
Regarding the title of the book you plan to finish: 
 It is okay to say “untitled (historical)”, for example. Plans change and the book you finish may not be the one you declared. That’s okay, too. Just let 
the coordinator know the change in title before the end of the challenge. 
 
FMI, contact the coordinator, Diane Burton, at dmburton@charter.net 

 

mailto:dmburton@charter.net
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January  No chapter meeting 
 
February 19  Grand Rapids (Grandville) - Member Critique 
 
March 19  Lansing - Income Tax Information For Writers 
 
April 29 – May 1  Kalamazoo (Augusta) - Retreat From Harsh Reality at Yarrow Golf Course 
 
May 21  Jackson - Grammar and Copy Editing by Laurie Kuna 
 
June 18  Grand Rapids (Grandville)  - Creating Cover Art by Pat Lazarus 

 
July  No Meeting 
 
August 20  Lansing -  Member Critiques 
 
September 17  Kalamazoo - Personality Disorders by Renci Denham 

 
October 15  Jackson - Cover Letters by Cindy Arends 
 
November 19  Grand Rapids (Grandville) - Point of View by Ami Weaver 

 
December 10  Christmas Party – Location TBD  
 
 

Dawn M. Bartley:    
Back at my WIP; finishing up grad students; paid off our car! 
 
Beverly Betz:   
Excited about my first retreat with MMRWA! Hoping everyone brings a yummy something for dessert. 
 
Rosanne Bittner:   
Sold Wildest Dreams and Thunder on the Plains to Sourcebooks’ Casablanca line. Will be published in 2011 in trade 
paperback and will also be available as e-books. Paying higher royalties than they normally pay. Sourcebooks is also  
committed to purchasing my new book, Paradise Valley, but withholding an offer until the reprint contract and those 
publication details are finalized. Is in negotiations with Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble to print her entire 7-book Savage 
Destiny series as e-books.  Will start with the first two and go from there.  Sourcebooks (Casablanca line) will reissue 
THUNDER ON THE PLAINS and WILDEST DREAMS in print as trade paperbacks and also as e-books (in 2012).  99% sure of a 
deal with Sourcebooks for Rosanne's newest unpublished book, PARADISE VALLEY.  And be sure to visit Rosanne on 
Facebook - and check out her revamped web site at www.rosannebittner.com. 
 
Annette Briggs:   
I am looking forward to retreat and working like crazy  
 

http://www.rosannebittner.com/
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Tracy Brogan: 
Is very happy that TOTALLY DODY, my Novel with Strong Romantic Elements is a 2011 Golden Hearts Finalist. I’m looking 
forward to Retreat and Nationals! 
on my ms. 
 
Diane Burton: 
Final judge (editor) in a contest requested full ms. of futuristic 
Rohn Federbush:   
Leaves for Europe and Israel on Palm Sunday. Mary Sue Seymour has my 'In Lincoln's Shadow' proposal for an inspirational 
romantic suspense. Steeple Hills, Elizabeth Mazur has agreed to read another proposal for 'Salome's Conversion.'  
rohn@comcast.net; www.rohnoffederbush.com 
 
Jennifer Kamptner:  
I got a request from TWRP to send Murphy's Law for their Contemporary romance/Champagne line.  It was the ms that 
finaled in the 2006 GH. 
 
Anne Marie King-Jakubiak:   
No writing; a lot of mulling over scenes for my book. 
 
Lucy Kubash: 
Decided which previously published short stories I want to put together in several anthologies for Smashwords and 
Kindle. Wrote a synopsis for a sequel to Chance’s Return. (A few readers have said they would like to read one.) Working 
on Retreat. Just bought a Kindle! 
 
Alyssa Marble:   
I've received another request for my manuscript and am waiting with crossed fingers for the response. I'm also gearing up 
for retreat and the mini-session on electronic storyboarding that I'll be putting together. Can't wait to see everyone! 
 
Lana Miersen: 
Got some writing done in Florida whenever dh played golf. Going to Retreat and National. Had a painting lesson while in 
Florida and the painting turned out very well. 
 
Florence Price:   
In the past month, I’ve not spent much time working on my WIP – But I have been busy. I put together a couple video 
trailers for our new MMRWA YouTube Channel and an MMRWA display for the display case in the Saranac Public Library. 
I’ve also been learning how to build websites, with both WordPress and Website Tonight. And now I’m gearing up for 
Retreat – I hope to see many of you there! 
 
Maris Soule:    
As the Crow Flies is now officially available and will be for sale during the Retreat's Book Sale. Also, I'll be appearing on a 
mystery writers' panel at Kazoo Books II (Parkview store) on Saturday, May 7th. I'll be there from noon until 1:00 p.m. and 
then I'll be dashing over to Black River Books in South Haven to do a Q&A on "How to write a book, how to get it 
published, and pitfalls to avoid" from 2 - 4 p.m. I'll also be speaking and selling books at the Lawrence Memorial Library in 
Climax sometime in June. Date TBA.  
 
Ami Weaver:    
I'm still floating from the call on March 25, informing me my series manuscript THE NANNY'S SECRET is a Golden Heart 
Finalist. What a ride this is shaping up to be! I've registered for National and am finishing revisions since I dumped this ms 
in January after a rejection. Oh, and trying to keep my house from being taken over by dust bunnies. Can't have 
everything!  
 
 
 
  

mailto:rohn@comcast.net
http://www.rohnoffederbush.com/
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By Florence Price 
 

You may not have heard, but three of our MMRWA members recently had some exciting news!   
 

 
 

Alison Hart, Six Time Rita Award Winner, including the RWA Hall of Fame, 
and 2009 winner of the RWA Nora Roberts LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD has done it again! Alison (writing as Jennifer Greene) is a 2011 
RITA Finalist for Romance Novella with her novella Blame It On The 
Blizzard. 
You can visit Alison at www.jennifergreene.com 

 
 

 
 
 

Tracy Roper (writing as Tracy Brogan) has finaled in several contests, 
including winning the Connecticut RWA’s WRITE STUFF Contest, and now 
Tracy is a 2011 GOLDEN HEART Finalist for Novel With Strong Romantic 
Elements with her novel  Totally Dody.  

 
 

 
 

Ami Weaver is a Georgia RWA MAGGIE and The North Texas RWA GREAT 
EXPECTATIONS Contest winner, in addition to finaling in numerous other 
contests.  This year, The Nanny’s Secret is a 2011 GOLDEN HEART Finalist 
for Contemporary Series Romance 
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We need you!!! 
 

At the 2011 Retreat From Harsh Reality at Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort!!! 
 

Retreat From Harsh Reality 2011 is scheduled for the weekend of April 29-May1st. 
It's an inspirational, motivational fun-filled weekend with friends both old and new.  But we need you there to make it a 
success!!!  Come for the whole weekend or come just for Saturday.  Or come for whatever timeframe works for you.  
And if you post to the loop, I'll bet there are other members who just might be able to come with you to share the ride, 
the price of gas and the camaraderie.   
 
Don't be shy, come be inspired!  This weekend is the perfect opportunity to refill your writer’s creative well and 
rejuvenate your writer’s spirit.  Meet our terrific speaker, Cindy Dees, as she shares her wealth of knowledge!  Stock up 
on romance writing how-to books or just find another romance to read for pleasure at our book sale!  Or come to 
support our raffle and auction that benefit the Kalamazoo YWCA's Domestic Violence Program!  Terrific giveaways in 
our goodie bags are always guaranteed.  Post an email to our chapter loop or call another member to hear just how 
great this event is.  And how you just can't afford to miss it! 
 
Registration for overnight packages closes on Friday, April 15th.  You may make a minimum deposit of $50 to 
hold your spot with the balance due by April 15.  Registrations may be accepted after that if space remains.  A 
limited number of Saturday on-site registration spots will be available.   
 
We currently have 36 people registered for Retreat.  We can accommodate 50 attendees which means we still have 
spots available.  Contact me via email (retreat@midmichiganrwa.org) or by phone to let me know you want to attend 
and to make payment arrangements. 
 
Hope to see you there!!!  
 

 
 
  

MID-MICHIGAN ROMANCE WRITERS OF AMERICA® 
proudly presents 

RETREAT FROM HARSH REALITY 2011 
April 29-May 1, 2011 

Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort 
10499 North 48th St. 

Augusta, MI  49012 
1-800-563-4397 

 
 

 
OUR GUEST SPEAKER: CINDY DEES!

 
TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS OF WRITING MAGIC! 

 
The Retreat 

 
An annual event since 1985, the Retreat begins Friday evening and ends Sunday at noon.  Who can resist a weekend in a 
beautiful setting, away from spouses, kids, traffic, and the rigors of day-to-day life in the "Real World," coupled with the 
chance to talk "shop" with other authors and aspiring authors?  Attire is sweatshirts-and-jeans casual, and one-on-one 
conversation with the featured speaker is not only allowed, it's encouraged!  Attendees welcome this rare opportunity to relax 
and talk writing, to learn and to share. 

 
 
 

mailto:retreat@midmichiganrwa.org
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The Site – A fabulous place to relax and be inspired! 

The Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort in Augusta, Michigan is the perfect setting to kick back, open your mind, and 
reconnect with your muse.  Magnificent scenery and unparalleled hospitality make Yarrow the place to rest, relax and renew 
your creativity.   

 
 
CINDY DEES started flying airplanes while sitting in her dad’s lap at the age of three and got a pilot’s license before she got 
a driver’s license.  After earning a degree in Russian and East European Studies from the University of Michigan, she joined 
the U.S. Air Force and became the youngest female pilot in its history. She flew supersonic jets, VIP airlift and the C-5 
Galaxy, one of the world’s largest airplanes. During her military career, she traveled to forty countries on five continents, was 
detained by the KGB and East German secret police, got shot at, and flew in the first Gulf War. Her hobbies include 
medieval reenacting, professional Middle Eastern dancing, and Japanese gardening. 
 
In 2010, she won a RITA award for Best Contemporary Series--Suspense and Adventure. She's a Golden Heart winner, Holt 
Medallion, Reader's Choice, and Bookseller's Best finalist, and a Romantic Times Lifetime Achievement Award nominee. 
This author's first book was published in 2002 and since then she has published over thirty novels. She loves to hear from 
readers and can be contacted at www.cindydees.com. 

 
THE SESSIONS: 

 
PUTTING THE “BIG” IN BIG, COMMERCIAL FICTION:  Every editor you ask these days says they're looking for a book 
with big, commercial elements. Cindy Dees will walk us through what they really mean and how to build "big" and 
"commercial" characters, relationships, and scenes and plots to meet the demands of an ever more competitive publishing 
industry. 
 
BETWEEN THE COVERS:  a Q & A Session about the Writing Process 
Cindy will answer questions about the journey of writing  your book from “Page One” to “The End” and offer tips on 
characterization, plotting, setting and anything else you may be interested in. 
 
 
 

 
FRIDAY, 4/29 
6-7:00 p.m.   Registration 
6:30-7:30    Dinner 
7:30-8:00    Dessert - Chocolate Anyone? 
8:00-9:00    Official Welcome & Ice Breaker  
9:00 - ?    Bed, relaxation, private critiques... 

 
SATURDAY, 4/30 
7-9:00 a.m.    Breakfast  
8:00-9:00       Registration 
9:00-9:15  Welcome 
9:15-10:30     Cindy Dees - “Putting the BIG in  Big Commercial Fiction” 
10:45-12:00   Mini-Sessions/Writing Session 
12:00-1:00    Lunch 
1:00-2:00    Book Sale & Author Signing  
2:00-3:00  Cindy Dees: “Between the Covers,” a Q & A Session about the Writing  Process 
3:00-4:30  Mini-Sessions/Writing Session 
4:30-5:00    Champagne Celebration: Angel Award, First Sales, PRO Pin  Recognition, Toot Your Own 
   Horn 
5:00-6:00  Book Basket Raffle, Silent & Live  Auctions (proceeds benefit the YWCA  Domestic Assault 

Program) 

http://www.cindydees.com/
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6:00-7:00    Dinner 
7:00-9:00    Muse Sessions or Time on your own 
 
SUNDAY, 5/1 
7-9:00 a.m.  Breakfast  
9:00-9:30     Chapter Meeting 
9:30-11:00      Romance/Biz Round Table with Cindy Dees 
11:00-12:00    Retreat Wrap-Up 
12:00     Adjournment 
 
***All activities are slated to be held in the Main Lodge in the Dogwood Room.  Meals will be held in the Evergreen 
Dining Room, also at the Main Lodge. 
 
DIRECTIONS TO: Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort 
10499 N 48th St, Augusta MI 49012 ~ 800-563-4397 
 
Kalamazoo: 
East on M-43(Gull Road) to Richland. In Richland, continue  straight through the first traffic light and the road becomes M-89. Follow M-
89 east 8.5 miles to 48th street. Turn left (north)  on 48th street 3.5 miles to Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort. 
 
From Chicago..(I-94 East) 
Exit #85 (35th street). Turn left (North) and go to the third traffic light (M-96). Turn right on M-96 and continue to the first traffic light. Turn 
left at the light and continue 6.5 miles on M-96 to the Village of Augusta. Turn left onto Augusta Drive and proceed 3.5 miles to 48th 
street. Turn left onto 48th street and proceed 3.5 miles to Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort. 
 
From Detroit..(I-94 West) 
Follow I-94 to Exit #92. Travel north off the exit ramp on business loop I-94. At the first traffic light, veer left and continue approximately 3 
miles to the junction of business loop I-94 east and M-96. Follow the signs for M-96 west and proceed approximately 2.5 miles to Clark 
Road. Turn right on Clark Road and follow Clark Road approximately 2 miles to M-89/West Michigan Ave. Turn left on M-89/West 
Michigan Ave. and proceed 1.5 miles to 48th street. Turn right on 48th street and continue north 3.5 miles to Yarrow Golf & Conference 
Resort. (Note: If you are returning to I-94 this same route, please take not that Clark Road is Custer Road on the return trip.) 
 

From Lansing…(I-69 South) 
HIGHWAY ROUTE 
Follow I-69 South to the I-94 Interchange follow I-94 to Exit #92. Travel north off the exit ramp on business loop I-94. At the first traffic 
light, veer left and continue approximately 3 miles to the junction of business loop I-94 east and M-96. Follow the signs for M-96 west and 
proceed approximately 2.5 miles to Clark road. Follow Clark approximately 2 miles to M-89/West Michigan Ave. Turn left on M-89/West 
Michigan Ave. and proceed 1.5 miles to 48th street. Turn right on 48thstreet and continue north 3.5 miles to Yarrow Golf & Conference 
Resort. (Note: If you are returning to I-94 this same  route, please take note that Clark Road is Custer Road on the return trip.) 
 
SCENIC ROUTE 
Proceed south on I69 to Charlotte. Exit at Lansing Road, Exit 61, and proceed through Charlotte on Lawrence Road. 
Continue through Charlotte. Upon leaving town the route becomes M-79. Continue west on M-79 for approximately 13 miles to M-66. 
Turn left on M-66 and travel south about 4 miles to Dowling Road. Turn right on Dowling and proceed west  approximately 6 miles to M-
37. Turn left onto M-37 and continue 8 mile to V Drive North (Hamilton Road). Turn right onto V Drive North (Hamilton Road) and go 3 
miles to 48th Street. Turn right onto 48th Street and drive ½ mile to Yarrow. 
 
From Battle Creek... 
Travel west on M-89 (West Michigan Avenue) towards Kalamazoo to 48th Street. Turn right (North) on 48th Street and  continue 3.5 
miles to Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort. 
 
From Grand Rapids..(Via US-131) 
South on US-131 to exit #49A (Plainwell/M-89 East). East on M-89 12 miles to junction M-89/M-43. Right on M-89/M-43 to Richland (1 
Mile). At traffic light, turn left (east) on M-89 and go 8.5 miles to 48th street. Turn left (north) on 48th Street and continue 3.5 miles to 
Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort. 
 
From Grand Rapids..(Via M-37) 
South on M-37. Proceed 1 mile past the intersection of Banfield Road to V Drive North (Hamilton Road). Turn right onto V Drive North 
(Hamilton Road) and go 3 miles to 48th street. Turn right onto 48th Street and drive 1/2 mile to Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort. 
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RETREAT FROM HARSH REALITY 2011 REGISTRATION 
 

April 29-May 1, 2011 
 

Circle the package you want, write amount in Subtotal column, add critique if desired & fill in Grand Total. 
 
Package Choice (Weekend includes room & Board) 

Total for MMRWA 
Member 

Total for non-
MMRWA Member 

 
Subtotal 

Weekend - Double Occupancy (2 persons per room) $195.00 $205.00  
Weekend - Single Occupancy $280.00 $290.00  
Sat. only with breakfast & lunch $65.00 $75.00  
Sat. only with breakfast, lunch & dinner $85.00 $95.00  
Want a Critique by a published author? $15.00 per critique  

GRAND TOTAL  
  

 

Each Standard Room has two double beds and a bath for either a Single or Double occupancy.   Limit of 
two people per room.  Friday night dinner, Saturday breakfast, lunch & dinner, and Sunday breakfast 
are included with the full weekend package. 

 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________________________________ State:_________ Zip:_________________ 
Email:_________________________________________     Phone (________)____________________ 
(Email will be used only to confirm receipt of your registration and for 2011 Retreat-related information.) 

Please print your name as you wish it to appear on your name badge:____________________________ 
If sharing a room, you MUST list your 

roommate:___________________________________________________ 
(If you do not know who your roommate will be, assume you'll be in a single when you make your 
payment - or pay the deposit minimum of $50 until you determine your room arrangements.  If you 
pay a higher rate, we'll refund the difference if you end up with a roommate.  We have a block of 
25 rooms reserved until the April 15th deadline.  All payments must be received in full before 
Retreat or your room will not be held at our lower rates.) 

Do you have any special room needs or food allergies we should know about?  
 
 
You may pay a minimum deposit of $50 to reserve your spot at Retreat.  Additional forms and 

brochures available at www.midmichiganrwa.org.  Make checks payable to MMRWA and send 
this form (or a copy) & your payment to: 

      MMRWA Retreat 
      P.O. Box 2725       

     Kalamazoo, MI  49003-2725 
 

All advance registration fees must be paid in full by:   WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2011 
There will be a limited number of one-day on-site registration slots available (cash/checks only). 

 
Questions?  Contact Julie at retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

http://www.midmichiganrwa.org/
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THE HISTORY OF SEX - PART II 
By Lecia Cornwall 
 
This is the continuation of last month's article on the history of sex. Part I is available by 
sending an e-mail to leciacornwall@shaw.ca; <mailto:leciacornwall@shaw.ca> 
 
Ah, ancient Greece, where men were men, and the women were miserable. Despite giving the 
world democracy and philosophy, the Greeks were downright backward when it came to sex 
(no pun intended). Whether wives, slaves or peasants, women suffered. Unwanted newborn 
girls were either exposed in the wild to die, or sold to brothel owners at the father's whim. 
Girls were raised in strict seclusion, forbidden education and any sight of men. A bride was 
often not informed of her impending nuptials until her wedding day, when she was simply 
transferred from her father's house to her husband's. Unlike the  Israelite system of high 
bride prices to honor the woman, a Greek father paid someone to take his daughter off his 
hands. 
 
Greek men had complete domination over women, which meant rape was not only acceptable, it was legal. In Greek 
mythology, Zeus begets children by raping Leda and Danae. In Greek art, sleek, sexy athletes show us a culture that 
glorified the male form as pure and beautiful. Women were depicted clothed, their ugly bodies covered. They were not 
even allowed to disrobe during sex for fear of offending their husbands. 
 
The only women with a modicum of freedom were the Hetaera, or courtesans, who turned their back on society and 
became educated and independent. They entertained men, participated in political discussions and provided sexual 
services. They still weren't citizens, and were just as subject to rape and abuse as any other woman. 
 
Greek women were enterprising. When their men folk invented the dildo so women could worship the magnificence 
of what they lacked, the ladies used it for another purpose entirely. The Chinese took a scientific approach to sex. In 
Taoist philosophy, the balance of all things is represented by yin and yang. Yin is female energy, yang is male. While yin 
exists in infinite supply, yang is limited. A man who uses up his yang energy sickens and dies. The Chinese believed that 
yang was expelled every time a man emitted semen, and to add to the problem, he expelled one hundred times more 
yang during sex in the winter than in the spring. Clearly, guidance and control were needed before the whole male 
population died out, Scholars set to work writing advice books, not unlike the sex manuals of the 1970s. 
 
After introductory remarks on the cosmic significance of sexual encounters, these books provided practical advice on 
choosing the right woman, recommendations for yang-saving foreplay, and described approved techniques and 
positions for intercourse. Far from shockingly explicit, these books were filled with euphemisms, poetic imagery, and 
even alchemy. Here's an example you can try in the privacy of your own home, if you can decipher tab A from slot B. 
 
"The jade stalk should hover gently at the Precious Cinnabar Gate. He should caress her Jewel Terrace, and then as she 
becomes more desirous, he should begin to move his Positive Peak more decisively, bringing it into direct contact with 
the Golden Cleft and Jade Veins. Playing from side to side of the Examination Hall, and finally bringing it to rest at one 
side of the Jewel Terrace." 
 
Next, a slow thrust is recommended, mimicking the movement of a carp caught on a hook. A quick thrust should be 
more like a flight of birds against a strong wind. The Chinese also invented many sex toys, probably for those who 
couldn't figure out just where the Examination Hall might be.  
 
Since men could build up reserves of yang by having sex frequently and not ejaculating, Taoist sex therapists 
recommended having sex with up to ten women a night, absorbing yin energy, without releasing yang. This was easily 
possible, since ancient Chinese society had a large and wealthy middle class where men had several dozen wives and a 
very expedient way of arranging weddings. 
 

mailto:leciacornwall%40shaw.ca
mailto:leciacornwall%40shaw.ca
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Once an outside agent had checked the health of the bride, her virginity, her family lineage and other legal issues, the 
groom arrived at her home carrying a goose. After a short visit, the bride left to consummate the marriage at her 
husband's home, in what was called "the mysterious room". Conveniently, the marriage included not only the bride, 
but her sisters and handmaidens as well, to act as secondary wives, thus saving, time expense and precious yang 
supplies. 
 
Those Chinese handbooks flew along the Silk Road and became bestsellers at every camel mart and caravanserai, 
shelved alongside Indian works like the Kama Sutra, and Arab favorites like the Neck Ring of The Dove. 
 
In the middle ages, the code of chivalry and the idea of courtly love was invented, unsurprisingly, by a woman. Eleanor 
of Aquitaine was the most remarkable woman of her age. She was Queen of France, then Queen of England, and was 
mother to two more kings, including Richard the Lionheart. Eleanor was the Cleopatra of her age, smart, sexy and 
political. 
 
What lady wouldn't want to be adored by handsome knights and celebrated in song? Under the rules of courtly love, 
women were respected, protected and adored from afar. Love was always unrequited, and bestowed only upon the 
purest and most deserving lady, such as the wife of one's liege lord. A smitten knight and lady could exchange hot 
glances, but nothing more. Troubadour love songs called love unquenchable fire, hunger without end, pleasant 
madness. Unfortunately, while a knight could go and smite something to soothe his unquenchable fire, his lady was 
powerless to encourage a deeper relationship. The rules forbade her from making the first move. It seems to be the 
original era of sexual frustration, a prelude to the Victorian age and the 1950s, though these time periods seethed and 
simmered with all kinds of explicit sexuality under the prim surface, but that will have to wait. So splash your heated 
cheeks, get the smelling salts, and meet me here again next month… 
 
The History of Sex is based on a lecture by Lecia Cornwall. Lecia is a member of the Calgary Chapter of RWA. Her debut novel, Secrets 
of A Proper Countess will be available from Avon March 29, 2011. To read and excerpt and read the latest reviews, visit 
www.leciacornwall.com 
 
 
 

UPTIGHT ABOUT TENSES  
by Patti Cavaliere 
 
I ADMIT IT. Until recently I did not understand Active versus Passive voice. I have a 
feeling I’m not alone and it occurred to me why.  
 
For one, most of us have been out of grammar school for some time, and unless we 
happen to be English teachers, grammar is a part of our past. Which brings me to my 
point: I was confusing Voice (active, passive) with Tenses (present, past, past perfect, 
etc.). As an author, we decide whether our story takes place in the present or past, but 

if we want our sentences to stand out, we need to aim for Active Voice. Yes, this is what confused me, too, because a 
sentence written in the Active Voice can be in the Present or Past Tense.  
 
Relax those shoulders. Don’t turn the page yet. I promise you will feel better if you finish this article. NOTE: Text in 
(parentheses) is for entertainment. The following are all examples of Active Voice: 
 
PRESENT TENSE: She loves him. 
 
PAST TENSE: She loved him (ever since they met as children). 
 
PAST PERFECT TENSE: She had loved him (until the day he cheated with her best friend). 
 

http://www.leciacornwall.com/
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With Active Voice, the subject of the sentence (She) performs the action (loves). The following is an example of Passive 
Voice: 
 
PRESENT TENSE: He is loved by her. 
 
PAST TENSE: He was loved by her (ever since they met as children).  
 
PAST PERFECT TENSE: He had been loved by her (until he turned into a rat). 
 
With Passive Voice, the subject of the sentence (He) does not perform the action; the subject is acted upon. Hint: 
Passive Voice will often contain the word BY.  
 
The above Passive Voice sentences aren’t grammatically incorrect, however, they are often not as clean and simple. 
This is why editors prefer Active Voice.  
 
So that’s all you need to know, except that She ended up marrying his brother, the doctor, and they live in a fifteen 
room house on the beach where she spends her days reading romance novels. See, I promised you’d feel better. 
 
Patti Cavaliere recently won First Place this summer in a literary contest and another took Honorable Mention in the 2010 Fall Fiction 
Women On Writing contest. To distract herself from waiting to hear back from agents and publishers, she writes humorous articles for 
CTRWA. While trying to find a home for her first novel, LOOKING FOR LEO, she has finally started her next women’s fiction.  

 
 
 

 
 
Greetings from Tell-Tale Publishing! 
  
We are a newly formed small press publishing company who will 
be bringing you the best in both e-books and print books to feed your 
body, mind and spirit.  Our cutting edge fiction includes old favorites and 
edgy Steampunk and Super Hero genres.  Our stories will grab your 
attention and take you on a fast, exciting ride that will leave you 
breathless.  
 
Our sister company, Wise Words Publishing Group, publishes pedagogically 
sound academic and motivational titles that will lift your spirits and feed 
your soul. 
  
We are excited to be accepting submissions, now.  Please log on to  
http://www.tell-talepublishing.com  or  http://www.wisewordspublishing.com   
and check our submission guidelines.  We look forward to hearing from you! 
  

http://www.wisewordspublishing.com/
http://www.tell-talepublishing.com/
http://www.wisewordspublishing.com/
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By Tracy Brogan 

Here is the fourth version of the newsletter with me as the editor. I 
hope you like the adaptations I have made. And I’d love to hear your 
opinion. This edition, in particular, is different in that there are not 
columns. Frankly, this makes it easier for the editor (me!) but it may 
not be as pleasing to the eye, or more difficult to read. So if you like 
this format, let me know!  If you don’t, also let me know. (You won’t 
hurt my feelings. I promise.) I’d also like to know what sort of topics 
you are interested in. This month I kept it light on extra articles since 
most of us are busy thinking about retreat, or spring soccer, or putting 
the finishing touches on that current WIP. But in previous 
newsletters, I tried to include a broad range, reprinting articles about 
technology, historical research, publishing and craft, and a few bits of 
fluff that are just plain fun to read. Are there any areas you are eager 
to learn more about? Conference tips? How to land an agent? Do you 
need an agent? How do you create a website? Is this newsletter too 
long? Not long enough?  

I’m open to any and all suggestions because this is not my newsletter, 
it’s yours. So, please, let me know what you like, don’t like, and what 
you want to see in next month’s edition . I’ll do my best to accommodate the majority of requests. I’ve 
listed a few questions in particular I’d love your feedback on. 

On a personal note, I hope to see many of you at the Retreat! 

Sincerely, 

Tracy Brogan 

1. Is the newsletter too long or too short?  

2. Should I include member birthdays? 

3. Could we post the meeting location directions on the website and stop reposting them in the 
newsletter? (Since many of us print the newsletter to read it, I’d love to discontinue including those 
lengthy directions each month.) 

4. How can we encourage MMRWA members to submit articles? 

5. Do you read this newsletter? Send me a note if you do! To tracy.roper@sbcglobal.net 
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