
Our next meeting takes place at 11:30 a.m. on August 
18th at Famous Dave’s BBQ. Kent County Assistant 
Prosecutor Kimberly Bolthouse will be our speaker. She will 
provide us with great information for plotting legal thrillers or 
romantic suspense novels.  You won’t want to miss this 
great opportunity! 

Directions to the meeting are on page 2. 
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  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The purpose of the Mid-Michigan 
Chapter of Romance Writers of 
America® is to promote excellence 
in romantic fiction, to help writers 
publish and establish careers, and to 
provide continuing support for writers 
within the romance publishing 
industry. 
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August Meeting Directions 

Directions from Kalamazoo: 
Merge on US-131 North. (Approx. 45.2 miles) 
Merge onto I-196 E via Exit 86A toward 

Lansing. (4.2 miles) 
I-196 E becomes I-96 E / MI-37 S. (.1 miles) 
Take the M-37 / E BELT LINE AVE exit- 

EXIT 38- toward M-44. (.3 miles) 
Turn LEFT onto MI-37 / E BELTLINE AVE 

NE. Continue to follow E BELTLINE AVE NE 
(1.4 miles) 

Make a U-TURN onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / 
MI-44 S. (.2 miles) 

End at Famous Dave's: 1501 E Beltline Ave 
NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
 
Directions from Lansing: 

Take I-96 W toward GD RAPIDS (approx. 
52.8 miles) 

Take the M-44 / E BELT LINE AVE exit- 
EXIT 38- toward M-37 S / M-21. (.3) 

Turn RIGHT onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / MI-
44 N. (1.2 miles) 

Make a U-TURN onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / 
MI-44 S.  (.2) 

End at Famous Dave's: 1501 E Beltline Ave 
NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
 
Directions from Grand Rapids: 

I-196 E to the M-37 / E BELT LINE AVE exit- 
EXIT 38- toward M-44. 

Turn LEFT onto MI-37 / E BELTLINE AVE 
NE. Continue to follow E BELTLINE AVE NE. 

Make a U-TURN onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / 
MI-44 S. 

End at Famous Dave's: 1501 E Beltline Ave 
NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

2007 MMRWA 

Meeting Schedule 
 
MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of 
Grand Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday 
luncheon meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local 
restaurants and are open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch 
(optional) and the programs start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is 
no charge for the meeting and program; luncheon charges are the 
responsibility of the individual attendees. 

January:  No meeting. 
February 17:  Elks Lodge in Grand Rapids; Grand Rapids 

Police Lt. Mark Ostapowicz will speak about his 
experiences in the Grand Rapids Police Department. 

March 17:  Brewster’s Kalamazoo; Nancy Gideon compares 
“The Tortoise and the Hare approach to your writing.”   

April 20-22: St. Ives Resort, Stanwood, Retreat From Harsh 
Reality 2007; Julie Kistler, guest author. 

May 19: Jackson, tentatively scheduled at Daryl's Downtown.  
Gail Gaymer Martin speaks on “How to Write an 
Inspirational Romance and Get a How-to Book Published 
with Writer's Digest.” 

June 16: La Senorita, Lansing; Jodi Lozon-Copeland 
discusses the erotica market. 

July: No meeting. 
August 18: Grand Rapids; Famous Dave's new location on 

Northland Drive; Kent County Assistant Prosecutor 
Kimberly Bolthouse, speaker. 

September 15: Brewster’s, Kalamazoo; Jennifer Greene 
discusses “Trends: How to Balance an Author's Creative 
Needs and Still Address What it Takes to be Commercial.” 

October 20: Tentative—Jackson Library, multi-author panel 
discussion. 

November 17:  La Senorita, Lansing; Maris Soule on writing 
mystery and romance. 

December: Grand Rapids -- either Famous Dave's or Elks -- 
Christmas Party. 

 

Announcements / Reminders 

July 
Report from RWA National--MMRWA won the 

RWA Chapter Website Contest in the Professionally 
Designed Category! 
August 

HEA Contest Update: The judges’ packets have been 
returned to the category coordinators for scoring and 
determining finalists. Good luck to all the MMRWA 
members who entered! 
September 

MMRWA president Annette Briggs will ask for 
volunteers to serve on the nominating committee for the 
2008 Board of Directors election. Please consider 
serving on this important committee, and be thinking of 
members to nominate or consider running for office 
yourself. 

Directions to Famous Dave’s BBQ 
1501 East Beltline NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
616-301-8300 
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2007 OFFICERS 
 

President 
Annette Briggs 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president 
Lisa Childs-Theeuwes 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Co-Secretaries 
Linda Cossel and Julie Lea 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2007 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover Editor 

Editor Needed 
covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest 
Jodi Lynn Copeland 
contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy 
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 
Library 

Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule 
Meetings/Programs 

Lisa Childs-Theeuwes 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition 
Julie Lea 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lucy Kubash 

Mystery Gifts 
Chair Needed 

Newsletter Editor 
Lana Miersen 
mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Susan Charnley and Lana Miersen 

Perseverance Fund 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity 
Wendy Lebel 

Retreat Chair 
Pam Trombley 
retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair 
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison 
Lana Miersen 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

 

The President’s 

Two Cents Worth 
 

By Annette Briggs 

Ninety degrees of sunshine blistered my skin and deer flies buzzed my 
face.  The stench of a nearby hog operation soured my gut.  My safety 
glasses clouded with humidity. I stumbled though the uneven mud toward 
the unfurling tassel in front of me.  My gloved fingers snatched it.  Pollen 
flew.  I sneezed. 

Then I saw another tassel, and another, one behind me and two over 
there.  Hundreds of teens and their supervisors were toiling in the field 
somewhere out of sight and out of yelling range.  I was on my own. 

ALL tassels must go.  The left behind tassels needed to be handled 
immediately.  Alone, I’d be cleaning up after everyone had gone home and 
the sun had faded from the sky.  My heart thumped.  I gasped the manure-
flavored air.  I felt like I was suffocating. 

Panic was a familiar feeling.  As a writer with family demands, 
enchanting grandchildren, a frisky husband, the most demanding part-time 
job ever (corn), and Mid-Michigan commitments, etc., I’ve felt torn in all 
directions many times.  Then I realized.  The coping skills I’d devised for 
the cornfield would also carry over to help me meet my writing deadlines 
and coexist in my “other” life. 

Prioritize and Focus.  What must happen right now? What can be 
ignored, eliminated, delegated?  In the cornfield, it was getting the tassel 
count information to the field manager so he could plan to take care of it.  
No one wanted me to risk sunstroke, dehydration and who knows what 
else in the process.  Professionally right now my top priority was getting 
this president’s message done.  But it doesn’t matter if it’s a contest, a 
manuscript to an editor or any of the many demands we writers face.  The 
rules will work. 

In the field, I must ignore all tassels that aren’t in my pre-determined 
random count.  To meet my writing deadline at home I ignored muddy 
boots on my doorstep and mounds of nasty work clothes in the laundry 
room.  In the field, I delegated the clean up to a crew who could sweep 
through and get it done.  At home, other family members pitched in and 
whipped up a meal.  Sometimes, I haul the crowd to the local Chinese 
buffet and eliminate the whole task. 

Take care of yourself.  Burning your candle at both ends may work for a 
while and, Heaven knows, I’ve done it plenty.  But in the cornfields not 
heeding thirst and not eating, skipping sun block, and ignoring body signals 
is suicide.  Come to think of it, that neglect costs us professionally and in 
commitments to family also.  Is the writing you’ve done when you’re dozing 
at the keyboard or when your eyes cross when you’re proofing the best 
work you’ve done?  And it goes without saying that we want our family time 
to be quality time--when we’re there both physically and mentally. 

Prioritize.  Plan the steps and follow them. Tend your physical needs.  
Don’t waste your precious energy on panic.  Funnel it into focus and 
success. 

All the best,  

Annette 
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On June 16, 2007, MMRWA member Jodi Lynn 
Copeland spoke on “Writing Erotic Romance . . . Nice 
Girls Do.” Jodi stated that she’s a nice girl and she writes 
erotic romance. 

She first sold to Ellora’s Cave, and she discussed 
how and why she broke into the genre, which she said is 
a fit for her voice. She explained the difference between 
erotica and erotic romance. With erotica, the focus is on 
the sex; with erotic romance, the focus is on the 
romance, and it can be written anywhere from mildly 
sensual to torrid. 

Jodi noted that many erotic romances are published 
as e-books. When published as trade books, fewer 
copies are printed because of the greater cost. Jodi also 
gave a rundown of the erotic romance marketplace and 
acquiring agents, and she distributed “snapshot” 
handouts. 

Jodi’s marketplace snapshot: 
Amber Quill Press: “E-press that releases in trade 

format. Only acquires new authors through annual 
Amber Heat contest in January.” 

Avon Red: “High Concept is a must. Sensuality runs 
from hot to torrid depending on author. Good advances. 
E-query unless agented.” 

Bantam Dell: “Seeking contemporary or historical, no 
paranormal. Average advances, but must have an agent 
to submit.” 

Berkley/NAL Heat: “Booked through 2009. Do not 
need HEA. Want super steamy, torrid stories. Berkley 
Sensation publishes sensual titles without kink. Average 
advance.” 

Ellora’s Cave: “E-press that releases in trade format. 
Prefers high level of eroticism, but puts out some milder 
stories. Has novellas out in trade format in conjunction 
with Pocket. No advance, but E-book sales are paid the 
month after they’re earned.” 

Kensington Aphrodisia: “Expanding/acquiring for 
2009. Hero sells story—must be hot with strong alpha 
tendencies. Privately owned so lower advance, but earn 
out is generally within first royalty statement, with good 
ongoing future royalties.” 

Liquid Silver Books: Sensual to torrid. Accepts all 
lengths. Primarily an e-press, but does release some 

June Program Recap: Erotic 

romance—sugar and spice, and 

everything nice and hot! 
 

Reported by Lana Miersen 
 

—CHAPTER CHATTER— 
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The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 12. 

books to trade format. No advance.” 
Harlequin Spice: “Spice Briefs (5-15k, releasing in e-format 

only in August 07. Spice single title, 100k. One book every one 
to two months, considering expansion. Focus on heroine, with 
most or all of POV through heroine’s eyes. Sensuality varies 
from steamy to torrid.” 

Red Sage: “Novella length (20-35k). Often acquire as result 
of contest judging. No agent required; wants sole rights to 
material while reviewing. Enjoy truly unique plots.” 

Samhain: “E-press that releases in trade format. No 
advance, but royalties are paid shortly after being earned. 
Recently signed a deal to release titles in trade format in 
conjunction with Kensington.” 

St. Martin’s, Grand Central Publishing, and Pocket: “No 
erotic romance imprints. Release sensual to erotic romance 
titles into the mainstream. Must have agent to submit. Nice 
advances.” 

Jodi’s snapshot of agents acquiring erotic romance and 
their preferences: 

Laura Bradford, Bradford Literary Agency; Sensual to torrid, 
as well as other genres; authors include Anya Bast, Jodi Lynn 
Copeland, Lauren Dane. 

Roberta Brown, Brown Literary Agency: Closed to 
submissions but will acquire the right author and just took on a 
new one in late May; authors include Sydney Croft, Emma 
Holly, Angela Knight. and Lora Leigh. 

Michelle Grajkowski, 3 Seas Literary Agency: Tends toward 
more sensual stories but has a torrid author on her client list. 

Jessica Faust, BookEnds LLC: Sensual to torrid, as well as 
other genres; authors include Bella Andre, Kate Douglas 
and—from the milder sensuality end—our own Michelle 
Celmer. 

Deidre Knight & Pamela Harty, The Knight Agency; 
Sensual to torrid, as well as other genres. Deidre’s author list 
is quite full; Pamela is actively acquiring. Authors include Jaci 
Burton, Sylvia Day and Gena Showalter. 

Lori Perkins, L. Perkins Agency: Dark erotica, extreme 
erotica, likes quirk, no straight romance; authors include Polly 
Frost (Tor). 

Maureen Walters, Curtis Brown, Ltd.: Sensual end of 
spectrum; authors include Kristin Hardy (Blaze) and Vicki 
Lewis Thompson (Temptation, Single Title, Blaze). 

If you missed the meeting, you can still hear Jodi Lynn 
Copeland’s presentation in its entirety. Members may check 
out the audio tape from the MMRWA traveling library. Contact 
librarians Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule if you wish to reserve 
this program tape. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
 



 

Mid-Michigan Mirror Page 6 August 2007 
 

June/July Member News 

Chris Allen-Riley: Writing and excitedly waiting for release of 
second book from Ellora’s Cave on July 13th. 

Dawn Bartley: Writing on hold. � 
Holli Bertram: Writing and agent shopping. 
Annette Briggs: Longing to get my hands on my WIP again. 
Michelle Celmer: First Special Edition, Accidentally 

Expecting , in August. House Calls  finaled in the short 
contemporary category of The Readers’ Choice Contest. 

Lila Chandler: I've finished a complete draft of my novel, 
working on revisions. Looking for good inspirational contests.  
Writing like mad for The Herald-Palladium . 

Jodi Lynn Copeland: Submitted Blaze proposal; new 
Aphrodisia contract; keeping over-busy with day job and kids! 

Leila Davis: On my Hawaii cruise, I wrote a story utilizing song 
titles for the Piano Bar show (replacing "Sherlock Holmes").  
The pianist and I read/performed the script while the 
audience guessed the songs.  It went over so well the pianist 
asked to use it on future cruises.  Cruises to Alaska, Mexico 
and Peru coming up. 

Katie Dubois: Furiously writing a medieval; entered a bunch of 
contests with a Regency-period historical I wrote last year. 

Michele Hickerty: Submitted latest to EC. Busily working on 
next WIP and waiting on edits on 3rd book. 

Margo Hoornstra: Shopping one book and working on another. 
Tammy Kearly: Received offer of representation from an agent 

for my newest mystery w/romantic elements. 
Julie Lea: No news. (She went to Ireland.) 
Melissa Lucken: Writing and revising. 
Lana Miersen: Letting WIP plot simmer a bit. Busy editing 

newsletters and brochures; working on new Angel Award 
page for the website. 

Dana Corbit Nussio:  A Hickory Ridge Christmas  won the 
Holt Medallion competition in the short inspirational category.  
It's my first win since being published, so I'm pretty excited. I 
received a contract yesterday for Homecoming at Hickory 
Ridge , the fifth book in a series on the people of Hickory 
Ridge Community Church. The book will be a July 2008 
release from Steeple Hill Love Inspired. It's my 11th sale. 
Hugs and writing good wishes to all! 

Patti Shenberger: Survived chemo, going to Alaska, sold 2 
books—A Miracle Through Time  (out now) and Take No 
Prisoners  (out August 07)—working on 4 sequels. 

Lisa Childs Theeuwes: Busy with deadlines for Harlequin 
American series and with children who are already bored on 
summer vacation. Getting ready for National.  MMMMMMMMMMMM 

 

August  

1st1st1st1st   Jodi Lozon 
10th10th10th10th Sandra Stone 
28th28th28th28th Gail Martin 
29th29th29th29th  Tammy Kearly 

September  

8th8th8th8th   Mary Todas 
11th11th11th11th Michele Hickerty 
15th15th15th15th Wil Emerson 
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Members’ Current and 
Upcoming Releases 

Michelle Celmer, Accidentally Expecting,  Silhouette Desire  
Lisa Childs, Damned , Harlequin Nocturne. Book III of the Witch 

Hunt series.  
Gail Gaymer Martin, In His Dreams,  Steeple Hill Love Inspired  
Patti Shenberger, Take No Prisoners,  The Wild Rose Press.  
 

July 2007 

Jennifer Greene, Kokomo , Summer Dreams anthology for 
Harlequin Next.  

Chris Allen-Riley (w/a Bronwyn Green), I Put A Spell On You , 
Ellora's Cave 

August 2007 

September 2007 

Rosanne Bittner: Mystic Dreamers , Mystic Visions  and Mystic 
Warriors , Tor/Forge. All three novels reissued by popular 
demand, in paperback with new covers. 
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—THE WRITING LIFE— 

Writing the Beach Read— 
Hard To Enjoy In a Snowstorm 

By Alison Hart—alias “Jennifer Greene” 

Every summer, we hear critics and reviewers come out with the 
term ‘beach reads.’    

I’ve never been positive what that term means, but for the high 
literati readers, it seems to imply that they finally have permission 
to read nice, fun reads—like romances—instead of the books they 
feel ‘required’ to read in the winter.  For the rest of us, a beach 
read just seems to mean the obvious—a book you can take to the 
beach, easy reading, fun, fast, no stress. 

However and for whomever ‘beach reads’ are intended, the 
problem for writers is that we rarely get to WRITE them in the 
summer…much less on the beach.  Any time we gear for a 
seasonal book—Christmas, summer, Mother’s Day, whatever—we 
likely have to write the story in the opposite season to have it in 
print at the appropriate time.   

So beach books often get written when the leaves are 
falling…and Christmas books often get written in the dead of 
summer.  The reader doesn’t know in what season we’re writing 
our books—why should she? 

But authors have seasonal writing issues that can be mighty 
challenging.  They boil down to primarily two. 

The first is the obvious.  How on earth are you supposed to 
remember what baking sun and sand between your toes feels 
like….when you’re holed up in a blizzard, writing in thick socks and 
wearing three layers of sweaters.   Likewise, it can be a tad tricky 
to inspire a Christmas/Santa mood if you’re suffering mosquito 
bites and l00 degree sweltering temperatures. 

Okay, so that’s tough.  But there are seasonal issues for writers 
that are far more challenging than just that one. 

Most people seem to have a natural time clock—a time of day 
when they work and think the best.  Night owls have a hard time 
writing in the morning and vice versa for the early birds.  But I 
suspect writers also have natural writing seasons…at least I do.  I 
didn’t realize this until I’d been writing for years….and finally came 
to see that every book I wrote in the fall gave me hell. 

I thought it was the book. 
I thought it was me, suffering burnout—or finally running out of 

whatever talent I started with. 
But it happened EVERY fall.  And when I looked at that 

phenomenon, I also discovered that winter books wrote much 
faster and easier than books in any other season.   

Since I was stuck examining that, I also noticed some content 
issues.  Maybe you can write about deep, dark issues like sexual 
abuse or gruesome murder when the daffodils are up and spring is 

Alison Hart / Jennifer Greene 
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in the air, but I sure can’t.  I’ve tried.  When balmy spring fever 
hits me, I need to write lighter content.   The opposite is true in 
winter—I’ve often started writing a light romp in January, only to 
find  heavier issues sneaking into the story out of the complete 
blue—or I THOUGHT they were coming out of the deep blue. 

You may never have experienced those specific writing 
problems.  But I’m guessing—if you’ve written for a while—that 
you can look back and identify periods of high and low creativity.  
I’m also guessing that you blamed yourself if the writing wasn’t 
going well.  (That wasn’t too hard a guess.  We’re all writers.  We 
all tend to find fault in ourselves before considering that it might 
be coming from an external source.  Living on Doubter’s Street is 
such a pain, isn’t it?)   

Waiting for moments of perfect creativity would be like waiting 
for Godot—they never happen.  Life is never that kind.  There’s 
no possible way we can always schedule the writing of a story 
based on what season or timing would be better for us creatively.  

But awareness is power.  If you KNOW you write deeper, 
dark books in the winter (or the summer)…you can try to arrange 
your writing schedule to accommodate that.  If you’re trying to 
write a Christmas book when it’s sweltering hot…you can at least 
cut yourself some slack, not blame yourself for the writing 
problem.  You can build scenes and seasons in a story that 
accommodate your natural time clock/seasonal clock.    You can 
understand that creativity is never a constant upward ladder—
there are always times and periods and seasons of high 
creativity energy…and low.  It’s not you.  It’s the nature of the 
creative beast. 

And if all else fails…you can, of course, hole up in a corner 
with a piña colada and a big, juicy beach read.  MMMMMMMMMMMM 

 
 

Alison Hart, A.K.A. Jennifer Greene, Jeanne Grant, aside from being 
a lady with a lot of names, still has a love affair with category 
romance even after more than 50 titles. It's no wonder Alison won a 
third RWA RITA award and was inducted into the RWA Hall of 
Fame! She's never afraid to tackle important women's issues such as 
rape, alcoholism and yeast infections, connecting with readers 
through her best-selling books and with writers as an avid online 
networker. When not writing or traveling, this resident of Benton 
Harbor, MI, and her husband collect antiques and raise 
Newfoundlands. Alison was also our speaker at 1999's Retreat From 
Harsh Reality. 
 
Visit Jennifer's website: http://www.jennifergreene.com/, and be sure 
to attend our meeting on September 15 when Alison/Jennifer 
discusses “Trends: How to Balance an Author's Creative Needs and 
Still Address What it Takes to be Commercial.” 
 
Jennifer Greene’s Current releases: 
Blame It On Cupid (HQN—January 07) 
Like Mother, Like Daughter (A Next Mom’s Day anthology-May 07) 
Summer Dreams (A Next Anthology—July 07) 
And coming next year: 
Blame It On Paris (HQN—April 08) 
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Getting a Book Reviewer to 

Review Your Book 

By Maris Soule 

On Sunday, March 18th, Sue Thoms, the book review editor 
for the Grand Rapids Press, spoke to the West Michigan Mystery 
Writers group at the Schuler Books & Music store on Alpine 
Avenue.  She stated that the Press does 3 to 5 reviews on 
Sundays. During the week, she receives about 75 books from 
authors, publishers and publicists. That means the Press 
receives approximately 3,500 books a year and of that number 
about 260 will actually receive reviews.  

So what happens to the other books? She said twice a year 
the Press will have an internal “auction.” Most of the books are 
purchased and the money collected goes to the Santa Claus 
Girls, a local charitable organization. Children’s books that are 
not purchased are donated to schools and the remaining books 
(if any) are offered to libraries.  

Ms. Thoms chooses which books to review based on the NYT 
list, PW, Michigan Notable books, word of mouth, and other 
factors (such as if the author will be doing a local signing or 
event). She also considers how much interest the book will be to 
local readers. Once a book is selected to be reviewed, she 
hands it off to a freelance book reviewer. She tries to match the 
book to the reviewer. After the review has been written, she acts 
as the copy editor, designs the page layout and creates the 
headlines.  

She said they actually do three types of “reviews.” (1) a 
straight book review; (2) a feature article; or (3) a group format. 
The straight book review might not be the best way to go for the 
author. Not all books receive favorable reviews. A feature article 
is actually the best because it usually includes a picture of the 
cover and one of the author, along with a summary of the book 
and information about a signing or event or the author and 
former releases. Feature articles are given more space and may 
appear in another part of the paper. 

Group formats are often used for genre books or books that 
address the same topic. Your book might be there along with 
several other books. It at least alerts the reader to the existence 
of your book.    

There was a time when she never reviewed self-published 
books. She is now looking at those, along with POD and small 
press books. Her main complaint is these books are not always 

Maris Soule. 
 

[You wrote that sizzling beach read, sold it, and copies are on their 
way to the bookstores. Your next order of business is . . .]  
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well edited.  She admitted there is a tilt in favor of local authors, 
but the book must stand on its own. Does the first chapter grab 
her and is there a local interest. 

Thoms said, to get your book reviewed by her, you should: 
Contact her, either by email (sthoms@grpress.com), a letter 
(Sue Thoms, Book Review Editor, Grand Rapids Press, 155 
Michigan N.W., Grand Rapids, MI 49503) or a phone call (616-
222.5863). If you call, please make sure she’s not busy and has 
time to talk. If you send an email or letter, she said you should 
follow up with a call or email about a week later. At that time, ask 
if she’d like to see a review copy. She said it is fine to be 
assertive, but do so politely.   

When you contact her, make sure you give her something 
she can use: a local angle or what the book is about (especially if 
it’s something newsworthy). Give her a reason to read the book, 
either by linking it to the story or to you. Be able to answer the 
question “Why should I read this?” And the bottom line, she said, 
is what we always hear—write a good book. 

Finally, she said they review far more non-fiction books than 
fiction, but they don’t do a lot with self-help books. They have 
reviewed several how-to books because they have a reviewer 
who focuses on that. They also have a good reviewer for 
children’s book and may now be reviewing more YA since they 
just hired a reviewer who likes YA. Generally, the books they 
review are hardcover or paperback originals, but they don’t do a 
lot of romance. They don’t do paperback reprints (unless one 
accidentally slips by).  

In summary:  If you want a review with the GR Press, you 
should contact Ms. Thoms when you have an ARC and before 
your book’s release or your local signing event. She isn’t 
interested in reviewing books that have been out for some time. 
Give her a reason to consider your book and follow up with your 
contact. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

 
 

Maris Soule majored in art in college, but her love of books led her to 
writing, and her love of happy endings led her to romances. So far, 
she's authored 25 contemporary series romances, which have been 
translated into 18 foreign languages and sold worldwide. Always the 
Gemini, she likes variety, but has stuck with the same man for 33 
years, following him even from sunny California to a too-cold-in-the 
winter/ too-humid-in-the-summer home near Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
Maris is a two-time RWA® RITA finalist and a two-time winner of the 
Write Touch Readers' Award. After many years as a romance writer, 
Maris Soule broke into still another genre with her recent sale of The 
Crows, a mystery. For more information, check out her new website 
at: www.MarisSoule.com. 
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However much we may gripe about our computers 
and other electronic devices, they serve a purpose and 
do have their moments. 

Since my dh retired, we are traveling far more than 
ever before. If not for my wireless notebook computer, I 
would not be able to send and receive email (with 
submissions attached), and I would not be able to edit 
the Mirror on the road—and sometimes on the fly.  If not 
for my AlphaSmart Neo, I would not be writing this note 
now, while traveling I-80 across the Corn Belt on our 
way home from Iowa. (The sweet corn out there was 
fantastic!) 

The following contributors to the August Mirror 
earned my eternal gratitude for making editing on the 
road much, much easier for me. 

A huge editorial thank you to Alison Hart (aka 
Jennifer Greene) who submitted her nearly typo-free 
article on the same day she agreed to write it—every 
editor’s dream come true! 

Very special thanks to our inaugural angel Maris 
Soule for proving yet again how much she deserved the 
award. The article “Getting a Book Reviewer to Review 
Your Book” is one she wrote after attending Sue Thoms’ 
talk a few months ago. I mentioned that the subject 
would make a great article for the Mirror . Maris wrote it 
and sent it to me to use whenever needed--and did I 
ever need it this month when expected submissions 
were not forthcoming. Luckily, Maris’ article was a 
perfect companion piece to Alison’s “Writing the Beach 
Read” article. Bless you, Maris!    

Last but never least, thanks to our president Annette 
for a very inspiring message that is, as usual, worth far 
more than two cents. 

Up next: it’s Back to School for our September issue.  
Until then, happy writing and happy reading—on and off 
the beach. ☺ 

Lana Miersen, Editor 

Editor’s Note: Electronics and 

Humans Save the Day 
 

Submission Guidelines 
Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, 

craft, how-to, interviews with industry 
professionals, book reviews, member news, 
member bios, members’ latest releases, 
and program recaps, etc. 

Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt. 
black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format. 

Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month, 
unless otherwise stated. Member News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day).  

The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer 
our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to 
edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, 
size requirements, etc., and content with 
author’s approval. 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, 
and the article’s author. Non-RWA® groups 
must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its individual members. Market 
information contained herein does not 
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to check market report accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit 
professional writers’ organization incorporated 
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
minutes, treasurer’s reports, and other legal 
documents of the corporation are published 
online in the files section of the restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of America®.  Copyright  ©2007 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America.  All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated. 

 

Non-members seeking information about 
Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us. 
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