
The WHEN, HOW and WHY of Writing a Series 
for Series Romance 

 
By Lynette Curtis 
Vice-President and Program Chair 

This month's meeting will be on when, how and why you should write a series for 
series romance. 

Award-winning author Lisa Childs will provide some insight into writing a series of 
books for a category romance line, including:  Do they really sell better than stand-
alone books; and how to write a successful series.  Along with Harlequin American 
senior editor Kathleen Scheibling, Lisa presented this workshop at RWA® National 
in Washington DC, until a fire alarm evacuated the room, but she has Kathleen's 
permission to share her perspective of writing mini-series within series romance. 

We'll meet at 11:30 AM on Saturday, August 15, 2009 at �/�D���6�H�x�R�U�L�W�D�¶�V in Lansing, 
MI.  Please RSVP to Lynette Curtis at lynettemichelle@yahoo.com so we may 
have an accurate headcount. Directions to �/�D���6�H�x�R�U�L�W�D�¶�V are on page 2. 
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Award-winning author Lisa Childs writes 
�U�R�P�D�Q�W�L�F�� �V�X�V�S�H�Q�V�H���� �Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V�� �I�L�F�W�L�R�Q����
paranormal and contemporary romance novels 
for Harlequin/Silhouette. Lisa serves on the 
�5�R�P�D�Q�F�H�� �:�U�L�W�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�·�V��
Communications committee, is a contributing 
editor to Market & Industry for RWA ® Enotes 
and has served on the board of her local 
writing chapter, Mid-Michigan Romance 
Writers of America. Lisa has given many 
writing and craft/writing life workshops both 
nationally and locally. Lisa is also an 
insurance agent, wife and mother of two 
daughters. She and her family live in west 
Michigan �����/�L�V�D�·�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���D���Q�H�Z��
mini-series for Harlequin American Romance 
called The �&�,�7�,�=�(�1�6�·�� �3�2�/�,�&�(�� �$�&�$�'�(�0�<. 
ONCE A LAWMAN, the first book in the mini-
series was a February 2009 release; ONCE A 
HERO is May 2009, and ONCE A COP will be 
�R�X�W�� �L�Q�� �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���� �&�K�H�F�N�� �R�X�W�� �/�L�V�D�·�V�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H��
www.lisachilds.com for all her releases and 
news.  
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January  No chapter meeting.  The Board will meet 
January 17 with a snow day date of January 24. 

February 21  (Lansing)  Writing Short: Writing and 
Marketing a Short Story Romance.  Speaker will be 
Margo Hoornstra. 

March 21  (Grand Rapids)  Synopsis Workshop given by 
Maris Soule. 

April 24-26  Retreat From Harsh Reality will be held at 
Yarrow Golf and Conference Resort in August, MI.  
Speaker will be Thea Devine. 

May 16 (Kalamazoo)  Building a Website.  Speaker will be 
Jamie Lynn Groos.  

June 20  (Grand Rapids) Special Event:  Debra Dixon will 
present her Book-in-a-Day Workshop, which covers 
GMC and The Hero's Journey.  The workshop will run 
from 10:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.  Please Note :  There is a 
fee for this workshop; advance registration and 
payment is required for attendance.  There will be no 
registration at the door on the day of the event. 

July :  No chapter meeting. 
August 15  (Lansing): The When, How and Why of Writing 

a Series for Series Romance.  Speaker will be Lisa 
Childs.  

September 19  (Kalamazoo)  Writer Power:  Feeling 
Important in the Restrictive Market.  Speaker will be  
Alison Hart (AKA Jennifer Greene). 

October 17  (Grand Rapids)  MMRWA Idol. 
November 21  (Kalamazoo)  The Ins and Outs of a Crime 

Lab.  Speaker will be Jerry Luedecking. 
December 12 (Lansing)  End-of-Year Business Meeting 

and Holiday Party. 

2009 MMRWA Meeting and 
Program Schedule 

MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of Grand 
Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday luncheon 
meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local restaurants and are 
open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch (optional) and the programs 
start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is no charge for the meeting and 
program; luncheon charges are the responsibility of the individual 
attendees. 

August Meeting Directions 
 

 

La Señorita Mexican Restaurant 
2706 Lake Lansing Road 

Lansing, MI 
Phone: 517-485-0166 

From the North  (Mt. Pleasant): Take US-127S to Lake 
Lansing �5�R�D�G�� �(�[�L�W�� �������� �D�Q�G�� �J�H�W�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�L�W�� �U�D�P�S�¶�V��
middle turn lane. At the traffic light at the end of the 
exit ramp, turn RIGHT onto Lake Lansing Road. Get 
into the left turn lane immediately and turn LEFT at the 
Kerry Street traffic light (a Mobil Service Station will be 
on your left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry (just past 
the Mobil station) and turn LEFT again into La 
�6�H�x�R�U�L�W�D�¶�V���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W�� 

From the South  (Ann Arbor, Jackson, Kalamazoo): Take 
I-94 to US-127N / I-496N. Take Exit 8, 127N toward 
Flint/Clare to Lake Lansing Road Exit #79. From the 
exit ramp, turn LEFT at the traffic light onto W. Lake 
Lansing Road. Turn LEFT at the second traffic light 
onto Kerry St. (a Mobil Service Station will be on your 
left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry (just past the Mobil 
�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�X�U�Q���/�(�)�7���D�J�D�L�Q���L�Q�W�R���/�D���6�H�x�R�U�L�W�D�¶�V���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J��
lot. 

From the West  (Grand Rapids): Take I-96E to merge 
onto I-69E via Exit #89 toward Flint/Clare. Go 10 
miles. Merge onto US-127S via Exit #89A toward E. 
Lansing. Go 3.2 miles to Lake Lansing Road Exit #79 
�D�Q�G�� �J�H�W�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�L�W�� �U�D�P�S�¶�V�� �P�L�G�G�O�H�� �W�X�U�Q�� �O�D�Q�H���� �$�W�� �W�K�H��
traffic light at the end of the exit ramp, turn RIGHT 
onto Lake Lansing Road. Get into the left turn lane 
immediately and turn LEFT at the Kerry Street traffic 
light (a Mobil Service Station will be on your left). Take 
the first LEFT off Kerry (just past the Mobil station) and 
�W�X�U�Q���/�(�)�7���D�J�D�L�Q���L�Q�W�R���/�D���6�H�x�R�U�L�W�D�¶�V���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W�� 

From the East (Brighton): Take I-96 West to merge onto US-
127N / I-496N via Exit #106B toward Downtown Lansing. 
Take Exit 8, 127N toward Flint/Clare to the Lake Lansing 
Road Exit #79. From the exit ramp, turn LEFT at the traffic 
light onto W. Lake Lansing Road. Turn LEFT at the second 
traffic light onto Kerry St. (a Mobil Service Station will be on 
your left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry (just past the Mobil 
�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�X�U�Q���/�(�)�7���D�J�D�L�Q���L�Q�W�R���/�D���6�H�x�R�U�L�W�D�¶�V���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W�� 

 

Calendar & Reminders 
 
 
August 

15 Meeting at �/�D���6�H�x�R�U�L�W�D�¶�V in Lansing. 
Review of revisions of the  MMRWA By-Laws 

 
September 

19 �0�H�H�W�L�Q�J���D�W���%�U�H�Z�V�W�H�U�¶�V���L�Q���.�D�O�D�P�D�]�R�R 
Voting on revisions of the MMRWA By-Laws 
Nominations for 2010 Board Positions 
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�7�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�·�V���&�R�U�Q�H�U 

�,�I���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���,�¶�Y�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���W�Z�H�Q�W�\-five years of membership 
in RWA®�����L�W�¶�V���W�K�D�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�V���L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�H�������6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���W�K�L�Q�J�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H���T�X�L�F�N�O�\����
other times it seems the organization moves like a dinosaur.   

As quickly as the publishing industry is changing nowadays, I expect 
there will soon be a few changes in how RWA® views the e-book market, 
as well as other small presses, and the authors who choose to market their 
work with them.  Then there are changes being thrown at us by our friendly 
IRS that affect our not-for-profit status, how we set up our chapter website, 
and the way we do fundraising.  Much of this was talked about at the day-
long Chapt�H�U�V�¶�� �/�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �6�H�P�L�Q�D�U�� �D�W�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�� �P�H���� �L�W�� �Z�D�V��
enough to make your head spin.  Mine is still spinning from trying to absorb 
it all.  

The need to keep up with all these changes is one reason your board 
is asking the membership to consider a change to our bylaws this year.  
For several years, we have talked about adding the position of President-
Elect to the MMRWA board.  Now seems a very good time to do that. 
There is so much information to sort out, and so many hoops to jump 
through that a year in training, so to speak, would help the next president 
to hit the ground running with a lot less stress.  The bylaws amendment 
would also involve a change in the duties of the chapter Vice-President. 
Currently, the Vice-President is responsible for stepping in for the 
President should he/she not be able to preside at a meeting or perform 
other duties.  With the bylaws change, this would become the duty of the 
President-Elect.  The Vice-President would then become Vice-President in 
charge of Programs and Communications, duties that are already a part of 
that job.  Having served a two-year term as V-�3�����,�¶�Y�H���O�R�Q�J���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V��
an overwhelming role, with way too many duties for one person (although 
�/�\�Q�H�W�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �G�R�Q�H�� �D�� �6�8�3�(�5�� �M�R�E�������� �,�W�¶�V�� �W�L�P�H�� �Z�H��broke those 
duties down to something more manageable.  

In just a little over a month we will be asking for members to step up 
and run for board positions for the year 2010.  Our Secretary Ami Weaver 
and Vice-President Lynette Curtis have both fulfilled their two year terms. 
(Thank you, ladies!)  If I am president next year, I will have served the limit 
�R�I�� �V�L�[�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�D�U�G�� ���D�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V������ �� �,�¶�P�� �K�R�S�L�Q�J��
that by making the board jobs less stressful, we will encourage new people 
to take them on. 

Please take a moment to read over the proposal to amend the bylaws 
that is in this newsletter.  We will discuss it at the meeting in Lansing and 
�Y�R�W�H�� �R�Q�� �L�W�� �L�Q�� �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���� �� �/�H�W�¶�V�� �N�H�H�S�� �0�0�5�:�$�� �D�� �V�W�U�R�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�L�W�D�O�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U��
that is ready to take on all the changes coming our way. 

  
 
Happy Writing! 

  Lucy 

By Lucy Kubash 

2009 OFFICERS 
 

President 
Lucy Kubash 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president 
Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Secretary 
Ami Weaver 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer 
Roger Nelson 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover Editor 

Nancy Gideon 
covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest 
Catherine McClain 
contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy 
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 
Library 

Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule 
Meetings/Programs 

Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition 
Lana Miersen & Florence Price 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lana Miersen 

Mystery Gifts 
Catherine McClain 

Newsletter Editor 
Florence Price 
mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Nancy Gideon & Loralee Lillibridge 

Perseverance Fund 
Roger Nelson 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity 
Margo Hoornstra 

Retreat Chair 
Julie McMullen 
retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair 
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison 
Lana Miersen 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 
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RWA® Annual Conference: 

Strength, Knowledge, Power  
 

By Lucy Kubash 
 
�:�K�H�Q�� �,�� �U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U�¶�V�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� �,��

realized it had been ten ye�D�U�V�� �V�L�Q�F�H�� �,�¶�G�� �O�D�V�W�� �D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G��
national. I was certain there would be a lot of changes, 
and there were, but much about the experience 
remained the same. The crush of the Literacy signing, 
the electricity of being around so many creative people, 
the overload of trying to make too many workshops was 
all very familiar.  You learn on about the second day to 
pace yourself or face early conference burn-out, and 
you remind yourself that you can always listen to the 
workshops you missed on CD later on. 

I had the privilege of meeting Rhonda Penders, the 
editor-in-chief at Wild Rose Press, as well as other 
�:�5�3�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�V���� �,�� �D�O�V�R�� �J�R�W�� �U�H�D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�V�� �,�¶�G��
met at previous conferences years ago. Like elephants, 
authors never forget. We had a great time at the 
publisher-sponsored book signings, picking up way too 
many of those free books, and then standing in line at 
Fed Ex to ship them home. The Golden Heart and Rita 
Award ceremony was especially fun for our chapter 
members, with Alison Hart receiving the Nora Roberts 
Lifetime Achievement Award. We were all very proud of 
her and her accomplishment of being in the business of 
writing romance since 1980. 

In between all the conference hoopla, most of us 
managed to see a bit of D.C., including tours of 
Smithsonian museums, the monuments and memorials 
���R�U�� �D�V�� �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �L�W���� �³�W�K�H�� �Z�H�H�S�L�Q�J�� �W�R�X�U���´������ �D��
production of King Lear, and shopping in Georgetown. 
But probably the best fun I had was listening to Eileen 
Dryer tell Irish ghost stories in the pub late on Friday 
night! I really think we need to invite her back to retreat 
�V�R�P�H���W�L�P�H�����6�K�H���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���H�Y�H�Q���K�D�Y�H���D���S�U�R�J�U�D�P����
just tell us ghost stories. 

The staff at the Marriott was excellent and did a 
super job of keeping us all happy, the food was good, 
and even the Annual General Meeting was not too 
�S�D�L�Q�I�X�O���� �,�¶�P�� �J�O�D�G�� �,�� �G�H�F�L�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �J�R�� �W�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H��
���������� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �V�H�W�� �L�Q�� �1�D�V�K�Y�L�O�O�H���� �\�R�X�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�W�� �L�W�� �Z�R�Q�¶�W��
be ten years before I attend one again.  

 

 
Alison Hart aka Jennifer Greene 
 

 
Lucy Kubash, Laurie Kuna and Alison Hart 
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MY FIRST RWA® 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

 
By Anne Stone 

 
It may be hokey but I feel it was a fitting location for 

my very first national conference since Washington D.C. 
was named for our first president.  I experienced my first 
solo taxi ride. I know, pitiful at my age and I had the 
pleasure of meeting a few of my favorite authors whose 
books I have read for years, that was certainly a first and 
yes, I have to admit, I had a bit of stardust in my eyes. 

I noticed almost immediately that attendees were 
identified by not only the name on their nametag but also 
by the ribbon(s) attached below their name. My ribbon 
read FIRST TIMER.  I found it was a great conversation 
starter. In the long lines, in the elevator, at a meal or 
�Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �W�R�� �O�R�R�N�� �D�W�� �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�¶�V�� �Q�D�P�H�W�D�J����
Initially we might cover the fact that I was a newbie but 
then segway into another topic.  

I was advised beforehand to pace myself because 
National could be overwhelming. So I had that mindset 
going in and took each day at a comfortable tempo. The 
workshops I attended were good and definitely inspiring. 
�,���K�H�D�U�G���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���D�G�Y�L�F�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�«�E�X�W�W��
in the chair. Seems like pretty simple advice, right? 
Simple, but easily ignored. But when it is repeated over 
the course of four days, it starts to sink in. Maybe these 
people know what th�H�\�¶�U�H���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���� 

It was the genuine support and interest shown by so 
many that made the biggest impression on me. For 
example, the woman I met on the first afternoon when I 
asked if she knew where the pool was located. She 
actually took me to it, sat down with me and we visited 
for awhile. (Do you think she instinctively recognized that 
I had no idea what I was doing at that point?) Ironically, I 
ran into this same woman continually through the 
following days and each time she took a few minutes to 
ask how I was doing.  

I was excited when Roxanne St. Claire invited me to 
join herself and several of her friends for the keynote 
luncheon.  Allison Brennan stopped and chatted on 
Friday night when it was obvious she really just wanted 
to get upstairs, take off her heels and call her kids. The 
fact that these and other authors were interested enough 
to share their time was very impressive. 

It was a wonderful and positive experience for me. I 
�K�D�Y�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���W�R���V�D�Y�H���I�R�U���1�D�V�K�Y�L�O�O�H�����$�W���Q�H�[�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V��
conference I will offer a FIRST TIMER a friendly smile of 
welcome and I hope to eliminate any apprehension they 
may have.  
 

 

 
Anne Stone and Linda Howard 

 
Anne Stone is originally from Middletown, Ohio but has lived 

in Portage, Michigan since 1987 when her husband, Jeff, accepted 
a position at Western Michigan University. They have two children: 
Elizabeth (16) and Andrew (13).  

She is the Assistant Manager at the Teachers Center in 
Portage where she has worked since September, 1990.  Among 
�P�D�Q�\�� �G�L�Y�H�U�V�H�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�R�U�H���� �$�Q�Q�H�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V��
literature book buyer and considers it her favorite part of the job.  

She has a B.A. in English from Hanover College (IN) with 
emphasis on literature. She studied overseas with the courses Age 
of Dante in Florence and Rome and Shakespeare in England in 
London and Stratford-upon-Avon. 

In recent years, her writing has been limited to work or 
volunteer projects.  During high school, she wrote feature articles 
for The Page, a student section of the local Middletown Journal. 
While at Hanover College, she wrote for the alumni magazine The 
Hanoverian.  

She has loved reading romance novels since she was a pre-
�W�H�H�Q�� �Z�K�R�� �Z�D�V�Q�¶�W�� �T�X�L�W�H�� �R�O�G�� �H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �W�R�� �U�H�D�G�� �W�K�H�P���� �� �6�K�H�� �K�R�S�H�V�� �W�R��
combine her love of romance with her interest in writing. Joining 
RWA® and MMRWA has been very rewarding. She attended her 
first national conference in July in Washington, D.C.  She 
�F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�H�G���� �³�,�W�� �Z�D�V�� �R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�L�Q�J�� �D�W�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �E�X�W�� �,�� �U�H�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �H�Y�H�U�\��
minute. I wanted to soak up as much as I could. It was a wonderful 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���´�� 
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PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE BYLAWS OF 
MID-MICHIGAN RWA ® Chapter #12 

 
The MMRWA Board would like to propose the following changes to the MMRWA bylaws: 
 

Article 5 
From: 
Section 5.1 Officers.   The officers of this corporation shall be the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary, and shall be elected according to the provisions set forth in these Bylaws  
 
To: 
Section 5.1 Officers.   The officers of this corporation shall be the President, President-Elect, Vice President, 
Treasurer, and Secretary, and shall be elected according to the provisions set forth in these Bylaws. 
 
Section 5.2 President   (Description stays the same) 
 
Addition: 
Section 5.3 President-Elect.   The President-Elect shall assist the President in performances of the 
�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���G�X�W�L�H�V�����D�V�V�X�P�H���W�K�H���G�X�W�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���L�V���L�Q�F�D�S�D�F�L�W�D�W�H�G���R�U���R�W�K�H�U��
wise unable to perform, preside over all meetings of the Board of Directors and the membership in the 
absence of the President. The President-Elect shall then assume the office of President the following year. 
 
From: 
Section 5.3 Vice President .  The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President and preside over all 
meetings of the Board and members in the absence of the President; be responsible for planning and 
overseeing all program-related activities undertaken by the chapter, including those at regular meetings, 
workshops, and conferences; and fulfill any other obligations designated by the Board. The Vice President 
shall also be responsible for planning and overseeing all official chapter communications tools, including the 
chapter newsletter, website, and public relations; and fulfill any other obligations designated by the Board. 
  
To: 
Section 5.4. Vice President .  The Vice President shall be responsible for planning and overseeing all 
program-related activities undertaken by the chapter, including those at regular meetings, workshops, and 
conferences; and fulfill any other obligations designated by the board. The Vice President shall also be 
responsible for planning and overseeing all official chapter communications tools, including the chapter 
website, and public relations; and fulfill any other obligations designated by the Board of Directors. 
 
Section 5.5. Secretary   (Description stays the same) 
 
Section 5.6. Treasurer   (Description stays the same) 
 
Section 5.7 Delegation of Duties  (Description stays the same) 
 

Article  6 
 From: 
Section 6.2 Composition.   The voting members of the Board of Directors of the chapter shall consist of four 
elected officers of the corporation. In addition, the following shall serve as nonvoting liaisons or advisors to the 
Board: (1) the PAN liaison, selected by the cha�S�W�H�U�¶�V�� �3�$�1�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V���� �������� �W�K�H�� �3�5�2�� �O�L�D�L�V�R�Q���� �V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H��
�F�K�D�S�W�H�U�¶�V���3�5�2���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�����D�Q�G�����������W�K�H���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���S�D�V�W���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����X�Q�O�H�V�V���
�,�Q���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���R�I���D���W�L�H���Y�R�W�H���R�Q���W�K�H���%�R�D�U�G��
of Directors, the immediate past President shall cast the deciding vote. No President who resigns or is 
removed from office prior to completing his or her term shall serve in this capacity. Nonvoting Board members 
may attend all Board meetings but cannot vote. 
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To: 
Section 6.2 Composition .  The voting members of the Board Directors of the chapter shall consist of the five 
elected officers of the corporation. In addition, the following shall serve as nonvoting liaisons or advisors to the 
�%�R�D�U�G�������������W�K�H���3�$�1���O�L�D�L�V�R�Q�����V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�¶�V���3�$�1���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�������������W�K�H���3�5�2���O�L�D�L�V�R�Q�����V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�¶�V��
PRO members, and (3) the immediate past President. No President who resigns or is removed from office prior to 
completing his or her term shall serve in this capacity. Nonvoting Board members may attend all Board meetings 
but cannot vote. 
 
From: 
6.4.2 Vacancy in the office of the President.   If the office of President becomes vacant, the Vice President shall 
assume the office of President, and the position of Vice President shall be filled by appointment in the manner 
described above. If at any time both such positions are vacant, the Board shall appoint a new President (who may 
but need not be a member of the Board of Directors at the time of appointment) and a new Vice President to serve 
until the next regular election. 
 
To: 
6.4.2 Vacancy in the office of the President.  If the office of President becomes vacant, the President-Elect shall 
assume the office of President, and the position of President-Elect shall be filled by appointment in the manner 
described above. If at any time both such positions are vacant, the Board shall appoint a new President (who may 
but need not be a member of the Board of Directors at the time of appointment) and a new President-Elect to 
serve until the next regular election. 
 

The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
�W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�¶�V�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U��
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 14. 
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HAPPILY-EVER-AFTER  
CONTEST RESULTS 

 
By Catherine McClain,  
HEA Contest Coordinator 
 
 
Announcing the winners of the 2009 Happily Ever After 
Contest! After some difficult delays we are very happy to 
finally announce the winners of our last chapter contest. 
They are: 
 
Paranormal (Jennifer N. Schober, Spencerhill Associates, 
Ltd.) 
1st - BLOOD MARRIAGE by Regina Richards 
2nd - SWEET INSPIRATION by Nina Roth Borromeo 
3rd - THE ART OF FANG SHUI by Sandra Sookoo 
 
Single Title/Mainstream (Holly Root, The Waxman 
Agency) 
1st - NEVER SAY GOODBYE by Heidi Luchterhand 
2nd - HIJACKED by Leslie Lynch 
3rd - WHERE THE PAST LIES by Susan Speers 
 
Historical (Melissa Jeglinski, The Knight Agency) 
1st - MIDNIGHT PROMISES by Anne Barton 
2nd - THE WAY OF THE WOLF by Kathleen Bittner Roth 
3rd - TO LOVE A VISCOUNT by Kathleen Cherry 
 
Contemporary Series (Johanna Raisanen, Harlequin 
Books) 
1st - FALLING FOR THE PRINCE by Greta MacEachern 
2nd - A CASE OF MEDDLING by Cat Schield 
3rd - BENDING TO BLACKMAIL by Cat Schield 
 
Romantic Suspense (Miriam Kriss, Irene Goodman 
Literary Agency) 
1st - LADY OF THE LAKE by Tracy St. Hilaire 
2nd - MIRANDA'S RIGHTS by Linnea Newsome 
3rd - JUSTICE IN THE BARREL by Linley Maroney 
 
My sincerest thanks to all of those from the Mid-Michigan 
RWA and across the continent, who helped judge and/or 
coordinate categories. Your time and efforts were much 
appreciated. I'd also like to thank the many contestants for 
entering our contest and for their kind patience. Happy 
Writing to all!  
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�² CHAPTER CHATTER�²  
MEMBER NEWS 

Tereasa Bellew  �± I received a very encouraging rejection 
with the invitation to resubmit a novella, "Night Bird" to 
The Wild Rose Press.  Also received my scoresheet from 
Ohio Valley's Summer Sizzle contest for my manuscript, 
Man of her Dreams .  Out of a possible 50, I had one 
perfect score of 50, the other a close 47.  Although I didn't 
final as the final judge gave me a 38, I did get great 
comments from the judges like, "Wow!  I really love this!  
This is so vivid."  And my favorite comment, "I could SEE 
this made into a movie!"  Really made me smile and feel 
that I'm on the right track. 

Annette Briggs  �± Have been scribbling story pieces on 
muddy note cards while out in the corn fields.  Looking 
forward to the August meeting. 

Lisa Childs  �± Busy with deadlines and bored kids.  Why 
does school start so late this year? :)  I have several 
upcoming releases: Once A Cop , Harlequin American in 
September, Secret Vampire Society , Nocturne Bite in 
October, Nothing Says Christmas Like A Vampire , 
Silhouette Nocturne Christmas anthology Holiday With A 
Vampire III  in December. And more in 2010, including a 
Harlequin Intrigue release. 

Rohn Federbush  �± The RWA® experience was gratifying. 
New doors opened and I found encouraging contacts. I 
received five requests for two of my finished-manuscript 
proposals, which I have as yet not delivered.  The trouble 
is I found so many ways to re-layer the latest work. Also, 
tomorrow I'm being interviewed as a 'struggling novelist' 
for a local paper, the Independent Times. Write On! 

Lucy Kubash �± Attended national last month; received 
several very nice online reviews on my book from Long 
and Short Romance Reviews, Book Reviews by Debra (5 
stars!) and WRDF. Print books can now be ordered 
directly from The Wild Rose Press and White Rose 
Publishing print stores. 

Laurie Kuna  �± attended the RWA® conference in D.C. 
then sent out two requested proposals for my current 
WIP, an historical romantic suspense set in the 
Regency England. 

Melissa Ford Lucken �± Starting working on an MFA in 
Creative Writing FATE UNBOUND coming out in October 
from TotalEBound. 

Loralee Lillibridge �± I currently have two fulls submitted and 
am working on requested revisions for my editor at 
Special Editions.  Also, August 7 & 8,  I'll be participating 
at a Harlequin 60th Anniversary event at Don's Books in 
Kokomo, IN, with Dana Corbitt and other HQ authors. 

Florence Price �± �:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���R�Q���Q�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U�����U�H�D�G���'�H�E�U�D���'�L�[�R�Q�¶�V��
GMC book, revamping my WIP. 

Anne Stone  �± Attended National in July. 

June 
 
17 Annette Briggs 
19 Maris Soule  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

July 
 
01 Florence Denham 
02 Patty Gordon 
17 Jennifer Kamptner 
27 Cynthia Arends  
 

August 
 
10 Sandra Stone 
15 Anne Marie King-Jakubiak 
26 Renee Hand 
29 Tamyra Kearly 

"A classic is classic not because it 
conforms to certain structural rules, or 
fits certain definitions (of which its 
author had quite probably never 
heard). It is classic because of a certain 
eternal and irrepressible freshness."  
Edith Wharton  
US novelist (1862 - 1937)  
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WORKSHOP RECAP:  
THE MYTHS & REALITIES OF  

E-PUBLISHING 
 

By Susan Shay  
 
The venerable Ms. Burton took time from her busy 
(and I mean BUSY!) schedule to help RWI 
understand what E-publishing is and isn't. The 
information she provided us came from a workshop 
normally presented by Angie James. 

E publishing: A means of publishing 
electronically. 

When Jaci started writing, she didn't know about 
E-publishing. She targeted category, but received 
several rejections. Each of her rejections said her 
love scenes were just too hot. 

After hearing about Ellora's Cave from a friend, 
she wrote a book specifically for them. Four days 
after she sent in the manuscript, she had a sale! 
Thrilled with her success, she published with them 
for two years before getting an agent. 

Unlike some rumors suggest, E-publishing isn't 
easy, it isn't a hobby and there is overhead. 
Because the cost of ink and paper isn't involved, 
overhead is lower. 

Reality: E-publishers don't offer advances and 
they do not pay on same scale. The percentage the 
author makes on each sale is higher than traditional 
print publishing. 

Reality: There's no print run. Some E-publishers 
do put the book in print but usually in E format first. 

Reality: There is staff behind every book. 
Drawbacks: There are also drawbacks to E-

publishing. The truth is, anyone can start a 
publishing company, so they aren't all equal. Some 
E-publishers don't edit their authors work. Some 
charge for the work done. A few have gone 
bankrupt while still holding contracts on authors' 
work, making it hard for those authors to get their 
books back.  It's easy to see why some people 
want nothing to do with E-publishing. 

Reality: E-publishing isn't the same as vanity 
press. 

Reality: Sales numbers aren't as high as 
mainstream. 

Reality: E-publishing can allow you freedom in 
your story that a mainstream publisher can't. With 

E-publishing, you can cross genres as easily in 
mainstream. An author can write a contemporary, 
turn it in, then write an alien. 

In her career, Jaci has genre freedom as well 
as word count freedom. 

Other great things with E-publishing: Faster 
response time, more personal contact, no need for 
an agent. In place of an advance, the author gets 
larger royalties, and her backlist remains available 
online. 

So how to choose an E-publisher? Doing 
research before hand can cut the risk. Do your 
homework. 

1- Turn yourself into the customer first to see 
how they work. Buy a few of the books your target 
published and check them out yourself. Are there 
typos on the website or the books you buy? Do 
you like the artwork? Remember, online readers 
often buy based on cover art. Are there blurbs and 
excerpts available for the books? 

2- Google the publisher. Do they have a web 
presence? Is the online talk negative or positive? 
Do they come up in review sites? Do the editors 
judge contests? Speak at conferences? 

3- Contact customer service. CS can make or 
break an E-publisher. Anytime you deal with the 
internet, there are things that don't work. Contact 
CS of your target E-publishing and see what the 
response is like. How fast is the response time? Is 
it reasonable? 

4- Once you receive your downloads, read 
them. Check out their authors. Email some. Ask 
about their experiences. Ask if the company pays 
on time. Do they send royalty statements 
regularly? What are their sales numbers? Does 
the company help with promotions? Are the 
authors expected to do all marketing and promo? 
Is there a loop or group to help with it? 

A good E-publisher will do a certain amount of 
promotion for their authors. 

Digital publishing and print. If you're going to 
sign with an E-publisher just to get it in print, 
you're going for the wrong reason. You won't 
make as much off print sales as you do off digital 
sales. 

More Myths and Realities: 
Myth: E-publishing only publishes books 

mainstream publishers rejected. Reality: They do 
publish books mainstream rejects, but they also 
publish books mainstream never sees. 

The following first appeared in the May 2009 issue of Inkling s, the newsletter of Romance 
Writers Ink (Tulsa, OK). Permission to reprint or forward by sister RWA ® chapters is granted. 
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Myth: E-publishing prints anything and 
everything submitted. Reality: True for some, but a 
good E-publisher will have standards. The mark of 
a good publisher is the ability to reject crap. 

Myth: There's no editing in E-publishing. Reality: 
Some don't edit, but good ones do. It varies by 
publisher. 

Myth: E-publishers have no investment. Reality: 
E-publishers have overhead and a business model. 

Myth: Authors go from E-publishing to 
mainstream and never look back. Reality: Many 
start in E-publishing, move on to traditional but stay 
with E-publishing. 

Myth: It's easier to get published with E-
publishing. Reality: There are more slots available 
and broader perimeters for lines. But if you write 
crap, you won't get published. 

Myth: Traditional publishers don't see E-
publishing as real and shun E-pubbed authors. 
Reality: Most publishers see E-publishing as a 
writing credit. Never think E-publishing isn't a good 
writing credit. It's awesome. It's hard to imagine 
there are editors out there who don't recognize E-
publishing. 

Myth: B-books can only be read on a computer. 
Reality: They can be read on I-phones P-touches, 
Amazon Kindle and several brands of e-book 
readers. 

Myth: No one reads e-books. Reality: Check the 
bank accounts. 

Myth: E-books have terrible cover art. Reality: A 
lot of e-books have great covers. 
Myth: You won't, can't, make money in E-
publishing. Reality: Some will and some don't. 
Answers vary. 

Even before Jaci sold to a mainstream 
publisher, she made a nice five figure income--
enough to support herself. She says first timers 
won't make big bucks, but if they work hard, they 
can make 20K-30K a year within the first year. 

Myth: Erotica is a top seller, as is paranormal. 
Reality: Non-erotic make the same amount as the 
erotic.  

Jaci spends a lot of time on promotions. 
Promotion and name recognition makes a 
difference. 

Ms. Burton did an excellent job presenting this 
workshop. Any mistakes found in this article are 
mine. 

 
 
 

 

Susan Shay has experienced e-publishers 
first hand. Her first book, To School A 
Cowboy , was released by Wild Rose 
Press. They also released her newest 
book, Blind Sight . 

 
I'm just going to write because I 
cannot help it. 
Charlotte Brontë 
British Novelist 
April 21, 1816 �² March 31, 1855  
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�² THE FINAL REFLECTION �²  

�'�H�E���'�L�[�R�Q�·�V���*�0�& 
and 

Book-in-a-Day Workshop 
 

 
What a fantastic time we all had at the workshop �± I think 

everyone who attended will agree that Debra Dixon ROCKS! 
She was fun, she was articulate, but most of all she was able to 
�F�U�D�P�� �D�� �E�R�R�N�¶�V�� �Z�R�U�W�K�� �R�I�� �Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�W�R�� �V�L�[�� �I�D�V�W-paced 
hours.   

�,���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�G���'�H�E�U�D�¶�V���*�0�&���E�R�R�N���E�H�I�R�U�H-hand and was thrilled 
to have her autograph it for me during the break.   For someone 
like me who is just starting on her first attempt at writing, the 
information Debra presented both in the book and at the 
workshop was extremely helpful, and owning the book is a must 
for me so that I can reference it when I get stuck.  The workshop 
followed the book pretty closely, so those of you who were 
unable to attend can get most of the information covered in the 
workshop from the book.  We have a copy in our chapter library, 
so ask Maris or Lucy about it at the next meeting.     

I also have to say that the food was fantastic, and a big thank 
you should go out to Lynette who, once again, put together a 
wonderful program. 

 

 
(Left to Right) Ami Weaver, Debra Dixon, Lynette Curtis  

 
I hope to see everyone at the next meeting in Lansing. 
 

Florence Price �k Editor 
 

Submission Guidelines 

Policy 
The Mid-�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q���0�L�U�U�R�U�¶�V policy is to offer 

our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to 
edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, 
size requirements, etc., and content with 
�D�X�W�K�R�U�¶�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�� 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, 
�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�W�L�F�O�H�¶�V�� �D�X�W�K�R�U���� �1�R�Q-RWA® groups 
must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its individual members.  Market 
information contained herein does not 
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to check market report accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA® is a not-for-profit 
�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�� �Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�¶�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H�G��
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
�P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���� �W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�¶�V�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �O�H�J�D�O��
documents of the corporation are published 
online in the files section of the restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of America®. Copyright ©2009 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America.  All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated. 

Chapter Information 
Non-members seeking information about 

Mid-Michigan RWA®, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us. 

Topics:  writing-related�² business/marketing, 
craft, how-to, interviews with industry 
professionals, book reviews, member news, 
�P�H�P�E�H�U�� �E�L�R�V���� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�¶�� �O�D�W�H�V�W�� �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�V����
and program recaps, etc.  

Manuscripts:  single-spaced, readable 12 pt. 
black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format. 

Deadline:  the 2nd Saturday of the month, 
unless otherwise stated. Member News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day). 
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�0�H�P�E�H�U�V�·���&�X�U�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���8�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J���5�H�O�H�D�V�H�V 
Summer/Fall 2009 

Lisa Childs : Once A Hero follows up Once A Lawman.  It's a May 09 release and 
Once A Cop is a September release.  
 

                              
 
Lucy Naylor Kubash :  Chance's Return , released May 1, 2009, from White Rose 

Publishing.  Available in digital format at whiterosepublishing.com, and print at 
Amazon and Barnes and Noble online. 
 

      

Jackie Braun :  Boardroom Baby Surprise, Harlequin Romance, August, 2009  
 

      
Cindy Spence-Pape :   Guardian Investigations #2: Wings of the Raven (e-book) Total-

E-Bound, August 17, 2009,  Marry Me, Marietta  (e-�E�R�R�N�����(�O�O�R�U�D�¶�V���&�D�Y�H�����6�H�S�W����������������9, 
Heroes of Stone #4: Stone and Sky  (e-�E�R�R�N�����(�O�O�R�U�D�¶�V���&�D�Y�H�����2�F�W�R�E�H�U������, 2009, Nailed  in 
the anthology Carnal Reunions  (e-book) Resplendence Publishing, November 10, 2009  

 

  


