
With our busy lives and short attention spans the short story market is 
booming.   MMRWA’s  own  Margo  Hoornstra  is  our  speaker  for 
February on Writing Short: How to Write and Market a Short Story 
Romance.   Several  of  her  short  stories  have  been  published  in 
national magazines and she currently writes romantic short stories for 
Wild  Rose  Press.   Discover  how  to  write  and  compete  in  this 
exploding genre.

We’ll  meet  at  11:30  a.m.  on  Saturday,  February  21,  2009  at  La 
Señorita Restaurant in Lansing, MI.  Please RSVP to Program Chair 
Lynette  Curtis  at  lynettecurtis@yahoo.com,  so  we  may  have  an 
accurate head count.  Directions to La Señorita are on page 2.

Writing  Short:   How  to  Write  and  Market  a 
Short Story Romance at the February Meeting 
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—THE BOARD ROOM—  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

The  purpose  of  the  Mid-Michigan 
Chapter  of  Romance  Writers  of  
America® is to promote excellence in  
romantic fiction, to help writers publish 
and establish  careers,  and to  provide  
continuing support for writers within the 
romance publishing industry.

Margo's first story was published in a 
grade  school  anthology  before  she 
was  ten  years  old.   She  currently  
writes  romantic  short  stories  
published  by  The  Wild  Rose  Press.  
“When The World Is Right,” her first,  
came out  in  January,  2008.   It  was  
followed by a new story  each month  
during  that  year.   Hopefully,  some  
novels will follow as well.

A founding member of Mid Michigan 
RWA,  Margo  dropped  her 
membership in the eighties to, as she  
puts it “go corporate” and take a job  
in public relations.  When she finally  
came  to  her  senses  and  returned  to  
writing romance,  she was  thrilled to  
find the group still alive and thriving. 

January/February 2009  
Volume VII Issue 1  
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February Meeting Directions2009 MMRWA Meeting and 
Program Schedule
MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of Grand  
Rapids,  Jackson,  Kalamazoo,  and  Lansing.   The  Saturday  luncheon 
meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local restaurants  
and are open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch (optional) and 
the programs start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is no charge for  
the meeting and program; luncheon charges are the responsibility of  
the individual attendees.

January   No  chapter  meeting.   The Board  will  meet 
January 17 with a snow day date of January 24.

February  21 (Lansing)   Writing  Short:  Writing  and 
Marketing a  Short Story Romance.  Speaker will be 
Margo Hoornstra.

March 21 (Grand Rapids)  Synopsis Workshop given by 
Maris Soule.

April 24-26 Retreat From Harsh Reality will be held at 
Yarrow Golf and Conference Resort in Augusta, MI. 
Speaker will be Thea Devine.  

May 16 (Kalamazoo)  Building a Website.  Speaker will 
be John DePierre.  

June 20 (Grand Rapids)  Special Event:  Debra Dixon 
will  present  her  Book  in  a  Day  Workshop,  which 
covers GMC and The Hero's Journey.  The workshop 
will run from 10:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.  Please note: 
There is a fee for this workshop; advance registration 
and payment is required for attendance.  There will 
be no registration at the door on the day of the event.

July:  No chapter meeting.
August 15 (Lansing)  Understanding Print on Demand. 

Speaker will be Dana Corbit (tentative). 
September  19 (Kalamazoo)   Writer  Power:   Feeling 

Important in the Restrictive Market.  Speaker will be 
Alison Hart (AKA Jennifer Greene).

October 17 (Grand Rapids)  MMRWA Idol.
November  21 (Kalamazoo)   The  Ins  and  Outs  of  a 

Crime Lab.  Speaker will be Jerry Luedecking.
December 12 (Lansing)  End-of-Year Business Meeting 

and Holiday Party.

La Señorita Mexican Restaurant
2706 Lake Lansing Road
 Lansing, MI  
Phone: 517-485-0166
From the North (Mt. Pleasant): Take US-127S to 

Lake Lansing Road Exit #79 and get into the exit 
ramp’s middle turn lane. At the traffic light at the 
end  of  the  exit  ramp,  turn  RIGHT  onto  Lake 
Lansing  Road.  Get  into  the  left  turn  lane 
immediately  and turn  LEFT at  the Kerry  Street 
traffic  light  (a  Mobil  Service  Station  will  be  on 
your left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry (just past 
the Mobil  station)  and turn LEFT again  into La 
Señorita’s parking lot.

From  the  South (Ann  Arbor,  Jackson, 
Kalamazoo):  Take  I-94  to  US-127N  /  I-496N. 
Take  Exit  8,  127N  toward  Flint/Clare  to  Lake 
Lansing Road Exit #79. From the exit ramp, turn 
LEFT at  the  traffic  light  onto  W. Lake Lansing 
Road. Turn LEFT at the second traffic light onto 
Kerry St. (a Mobil Service Station will be on your 
left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry (just past the 
Mobil  station)  and  turn  LEFT  again  into  La 
Señorita’s parking lot.

From  the  West (Grand  Rapids):  Take  I-96E  to 
merge onto I-69E via Exit #89 toward Flint/Clare. 
Go 10 miles. Merge onto US-127S via Exit #89A 
toward E. Lansing. Go 3.2 miles to Lake Lansing 
Road Exit #79 and get into the exit ramp’s middle 
turn lane. At the traffic light at the end of the exit 
ramp, turn RIGHT onto Lake Lansing Road. Get 
into the left turn lane immediately and turn LEFT 
at the Kerry Street traffic light (a Mobil  Service 
Station will be on your left). Take the first LEFT 
off  Kerry  (just  past  the  Mobil  station)  and turn 
LEFT again into La Señorita’s parking lot.

From the East (Brighton): Take I-96 West to merge onto 
US-127N / I-496N via Exit #106B toward Downtown 
Lansing. Take Exit 8, 127N toward Flint/Clare to the 
Lake Lansing Road Exit #79. From the exit ramp, turn 
LEFT at the traffic light onto W. Lake Lansing Road. 
Turn LEFT at the second traffic light onto Kerry St. (a 
Mobil Service Station will be on your left). Take the first 
LEFT off Kerry (just past the Mobil station) and turn 
LEFT again into La Señorita’s parking lot.

FEBRUARY
02:  Retreat  From  Harsh  Reality  exclusive  registration 
opens to members.
14: Deadline for 2008 Angel Award nominations.
MARCH
01:  Retreat  From  Harsh  Reality  registration  opens  to 
non-members.
25: Retreat From Harsh Reality Reservations close.
Final room arrangements and full registration fee
due.

Calendar & Reminders
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2009 OFFICERS

President
Lucy Kubash
info@midmichiganrwa.org

Vice-president
Lynette Curtis
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org

Secretary
Ami Weaver
info@midmichiganrwa.org

Treasurer
Roger Nelson
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org

2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Cover to Cover Editor
Nancy Gideon, Editor
covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org

Happily Ever After Contest
Catherine McClain
contest@midmichiganrwa.org

Historian/Membership/Policy
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money

Flavia Crowner
Library

Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule
Meetings/Programs

Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org

Member Recognition
Lana Miersen & Florence Price

MMRWA Angel Award
Lana Miersen

Mystery Gifts
Roger Nelson

Newsletter Editor
Florence Price
mirror@midmichiganrwa.org

PAN Liaisons
Nancy Gideon & Loralee Lillibridge

Perseverance Fund
Roger Nelson
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org

Publicity
Chair Needed

Retreat Chair
Julie McMullen
retreat@midmichiganrwa.org

Retreat Speaker Chair
Laurie Kuna

RWA® Pro Liaison
Tammy Kearly

Website Liaison
Lana Miersen
info@midmichiganrwa.org

The President’s Corner
By Lucy Kubash

I  love new calendars. I  love all  the empty months 
and days—the little  squares  just  waiting to  be filled 
with activities. At the beginning of each year, I look at 
my new calendars (I usually have several) and wonder 
what important or not so important events I will jot into 
those  squares.  Will  they  be  good  events  or  not  so 
good, life-changing ones or routine? Some I will have 
no control over; others will be of my own choosing. 

Years  ago,  my  calendars  tended  to  fill  up  with 
school activities, appointments, sports events and all 
the other necessary things that go along with raising a 
family. Many of you are still in that stage of life, trying 
to coordinate your kids’ needs with your own as well 
as those of a spouse. 

Others, like me, have moved on to the next stage 
where time is more your own, and so you hope you 
will  have  more  time  to  squeeze  in  the  writing. 
Sometimes you do, but sometimes life interferes; the 
days  fill  up  with  activities  that  insist  they  are  more 
important than the writing. Sometimes they are, but if 
you  are  a  writer  you  have  learned  to  decide  which 
things can be postponed, re-scheduled or deleted to 
make room for writing. We have to be selective, even 
choosy, or the writing will always take a back seat.

As you look over your new calendars, I hope you will 
find the time to write,  to meet  some new goals and 
achieve new success. Those days pass quickly. Make 
sure you fill as many of them as you can with the time 
you need to make dreams come true. Happy 2009!

Lucy
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Registration  is  open  for 
members  only  through 
February 28th and then we'll  
open it up to nonmembers.

Thea  Devine  is  a  Romantic  Times  Pioneer  of  Romance  
honoree.  Beyond that, over the course of twenty-five years,  
she has been a freelance manuscript reader for four mass  
market  publishers  and  an  agent.   She’s  given  many 
workshops  at  the  national  and  local  level,  based  on  that  
experience, and was a featured speaker at the Ridgefield CT  
Author Fest last August

She's been married nearly 43 years to John, a private school  
administrator; they have two grown sons, and they live in  
Connecticut  with  two  cats,  Joey  and  Gehrig  (New  York 
Yankees theme here), and a mini-doxie named Midgie, whom  
she calls Munch (for reasons that defy any kind of logic).

RETREAT IS COMING!!
RETREAT IS COMING!!!
By Julie McMullen

After  a  slight  delay,  plans  for  the  2009  Retreat 
From Harsh Reality are proceeding at Mach 1 speed. 
This  year's  Retreat  will  be  held  April  24-26  at  the 
beautiful  Yarrow  Golf  and  Conference  Resort  in 
Augusta  (between  Battle  Creek  and  Kalamazoo). 
Please visit www.yarrowgolf.com for panoramic views 
that are guaranteed to inspire even the most stubborn 
muse.

This year's Speaker is Thea Devine (yes, it’s her 
real name).  She's a USA Today best selling author of 
25 historical  and contemporary romances and more 
than a dozen novellas for Kensington and Dorchester. 
Currently, she writes for Pocket Books and Harlequin.

THE SESSIONS:

The Manuscript Tune-Up

Why was your manuscript rejected?  Culled from 
her  twenty-five  years  of  reading  romance  and 
women’s fiction, Thea will discuss what doesn‘t work 
and why.   This is a roll  up your sleeves,  nuts and 
bolts,  look  under  the  hood  to  see  how  it  works 
workshop,  with  specific  examples  and  practical 
advice.

A Romance Writer’s Toolkit

In a wide-ranging workshop, Thea will: provide tips 
on story, plot and where you get ideas; dispense tips 
and  suggest  techniques  to  try  for  the  times  when 
you’re  stuck  and  don’t  know  what  to  do;  discuss 
trends and cultural themes; and reveal some secrets 
perhaps you didn’t know.

Brochures  will  be  mailed  out  in  early  February. 
Registration  forms  are  also  available  online  on  our 
Website  at  www.midmichiganrwa.org/retreat.html. 
Registration  is  open  for  members  only  through 
February  28  and  then  we'll  open  it  up  to  non-
members.  Don't delay registering!  You can send in 
the minimum deposit of $50 to hold your spot and then 
pay the balance before the deadline of March 25th.  A 
deposit  will  also  hold  your  room selection,  which is 
important too if you're planning to spend the weekend. 
If  you need a custom package (other than the ones 
listed  on the registration  form),  please contact  Julie 
privately for pricing. 

So call your friends and fellow writers, get set with 
a roommate (no more than two to a room please) and 
send  in  your  deposits!   This  year  promises  to  be 
another great one!  

We are in need of a few more "helping hands" to 
assist in getting organized before the actual Retreat. 
Please contact Julie McMullen if you can spare some 
time to help make the 2009 Retreat  the best  ever. 
Don't be shy!  Even if you've never attended before, 
we have a job for you!

See you in April!
Julie McMullen
Retreat Chair
Retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

http://www.yarrowgolf.com/
mailto:Retreat@midmichiganrwa.org
mailto:Retreat@midmichiganrwa.org
mailto:Retreat@midmichiganrwa.org
http://www.midmichiganrwa.org/retreat.html
http://www.midmichiganrwa.org/retreat.html
http://www.midmichiganrwa.org/retreat.html
http://www.yarrowgolf.com/
http://www.yarrowgolf.com/
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By Ami Weaver

December Meeting’s Program 
Recap: Christmas Party and 
Business Meeting

January Member News

Lynette  M.  Curtis -  Working  on  current  work  in 
progress.   Waiting  to  hear  on  submissions  and 
letting my already tough skin turn to diamond like by 
receiving rejections from agents I queried.

Rohn Federbush - Received second prize and $75.00 
for her 1989 short story “Cat and Mouse.”  A free-
lance  line editor  is her first reader for her fifteenth 
unpublished novel.  The inspirational mystery written 
for  the  Christian  market  is  called  The  Third 
Recorder's Way.  Her New Year's Resolution is to 
send  Maris  a  synopsis  for  an  unwritten,  follow-up 
novel with the same hero and heroine. Also, she is 
planning  to  purchase  an  update  to  her  website 
www.rohnoffederbush.com to  include  text  from  all 
the short stories published.  Hope to see you all in 
Lansing and Happy Publishing to Us All.

Lucy Kubash  -  My inspirational  romance,  Chance's 
Return,  which  has  been  through  three  different 
publishers and was e-published two years ago, will 
be released from The Wild Rose Press as a White 
Rosebud on June 24,  2009.  It  will  be released in 
both print and electronically at the same time. 

Catherine McClain - After nearly 4 months of assisting 
my  elderly  parents  through  several  serious  health 
issues, it was a comfort and pure joy to have Katie 
back in Michigan for the holidays! We enjoyed her 
company for two whole weeks and had some nice 
family  get  togethers.   I  just  moved  my  home 
workstation  into  my  own  room  (Yippee!)  and  can 
now block out the world and get some work done. 
Maybe even some — gasp — writing! 

Lana Miersen - I'm on vacation in Florida, visiting with 
family  and  friends,  judging  HEA  Contest  entries, 
doing committee work via email and hoping this HP 
notebook keeps responding long enough for me to 
get some writing done.

Cindy  Spencer  Pape -  Just  found  out  that  my 
paranormal  romance  Curses is  a  finalist  in  the 
EPPIES,  the  major  award  for  
e-published  books.   (Yeah,  that's  the  loud  squeal 
you all heard from across the state.)

Florence Price – Working on the newsletter,  judging 
the HEA Contest entries, and working on my WIP.

—CHAPTER CHATTER—

December 2008’s meeting was our Christmas Party at La 
Señorita  in  Lansing.   After  a  brief  business  meeting  at 
which  the  Board  for  2009  was  announced,  the  thirteen 
members in attendance enjoyed lunch.  We also tried our 
hand  at  figuring  out  the  first  line  of  popular  Christmas 
songs after being given only the first letter of the words of 
the first line.  (Thanks, Dawn!)  Last December's goals for 
2008  were  read  aloud,  and  we  learned  just  how  many 
members  who  made  them  actually  realized  their  goals. 
Afterwards,  we  drew  numbers  and  began  the  gift 
exchange.  All  in  all,  it  was a  fun meeting  with  plenty  of 
Christmas cheer. Happy New Year and we’ll see you all in 
February!

Ami Weaver is a stay-at-home mom who writes  
during nap time (when the kids cooperate).  She 
earned both her BA and MA in Audiology from  
Michigan  State  University  and  worked  for  a  
while  in a hospital  setting.   She's  been writing  
with the intent of publication for about four years  
and has been a RWA® member for almost same 
amount of time.  She recently placed second in  
the  short  contemporary  category  of  the  GRW 
Maggie  awards.   Ami  lives  with  her  husband,  
four kids and three cats in Holt.

The  Chapter  publishes  its 
business  meeting  minutes, 
treasurer’s  reports,  and  other 
legal  documents  online  in  the 
files  section  of  the  members-
only  MMRWABUSINESS  list. 
See Policy, page 11.

http://www.rohnoffederbush.com/
http://www.rohnoffederbush.com/
http://www.rohnoffederbush.com/
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—THE WRITING LIFE—
What's Your Passion?
By Lynette Michelle Curtis

making me watch some television show for the twentieth 
time.  I write in longhand because my computer is often 
hijacked  by  a  preschooler  who  has  discovered  the 
Internet.   I  write—not as much as I  would like—but I 
write  and I’m somewhat  realistic  about  my goals  and 
how long it’ll take me to get there.  What about you?

If  what  you're  doing  isn’t  working,  try  something 
different.   If  you’re used to  writing  at  a  computer,  try 
writing longhand for a few days and see if that will help 
you stick  to  your guns.   If  you can’t  form a coherent 
sentence, try talking into a tape recorder and seeing if 
that  will  help.   Write in waiting rooms.  Write on your 
hospital bed.  Go to that soccer game or dance class, 
put  on  a  set  of  headphones  (whether  there's  sound 
coming  out  of  them or  not)  and  write.   Let  the  other 
mothers gossip.  

Remember, you are not going to achieve what you 
want unless you make the time and work for it. 

Good luck!

Lynette

Lynette Curtis is a writer, mother, wife and 
full-time employee.  Writing is her passion.  
It’s the happy place she thinks about.  To 
indulge her dark side, she writes romantic  
suspense, which helps her to legally kill off 
whoever messes with her muse.

Writers write.  How many times have we heard that 
oft-repeated phrase?  We hear it  so often because it’s 
the truth.  Writers write; they do not sit around discussing 
(i.e.,  moaning,  bitching,  complaining)  why  they  cannot 
write.  They don’t sit around bemoaning the lack of time 
they have to write.  Why?  Probably because it’s a waste 
of time, time they can use actually writing!  If  you find 
yourself sitting around complaining about how little time 
you have to write, I hope this little article can help you 
make a change.

If you’re unhappy with your situation (in writing or in 
life) you have three choices: 

 
1. Do nothing about your situation.
2. Do nothing and complain about your 

situation.
3. Do something to change your situation.

Unfortunately,  most  unhappy  people  are  either  at 
number one or number two.  It’s time we began thinking 
of what we need to do to discover the passion we have 
for our writing so we can achieve our goals.

To change means to do something different.  Doing 
something  different  often requires sacrifice.   What are 
you willing to sacrifice?  If you’re not willing to make a 
sacrifice,  why  not?   What  are  your  goals?   In  other 
words, what do you want or need that you don’t have? 
Spend a moment listing your goals.  After you’ve written 
them down, look at the list.  What are the top three things 
on that list that you can’t do without?  Are any of them 
related to writing or your writing career?  If not, why not?

If writing isn’t on the list, take the time to ponder what 
your writing means to you.  Is it your passion or just your 
hobby?  If it’s only a hobby, that’s fine, but you can’t sit 
around  complaining  about  how  little  time  you  have  to 
devote  to  your  hobby.   Your  hobby  is  an  enjoyable 
activity you could give up if you had to; your passion is 
your calling, an undeniable need, and you couldn't give it 
up if you tried.  

If writing is your passion and you’re just trying to find a 
way to maximize your writing time, realize you need to 
make sacrifices.  Are you willing to get up a little earlier in 
the morning?  Go to sleep a little later at night?  As the 
mother of a newborn and a four-year-old, I don’t sleep.  If 
I do, it just means that I’ve gone into a semi-conscious 
state while holding a fussy baby.  I’m also a wife and full-
time employee.  Yet, I still squeeze time in for my writing. 
I write during my lunch hour at work (and often not on my 
lunch hour, but that’s  another story).   I  write when I’m 
sitting on the couch holding  my bundle  of  joy  while  the 
rest  of  my  family sleeps.  I write  while  my  daughter  is



 Mid-Michigan Mirror           January/February 2009                          Page 7

stuff.  Make  my  heroine  and  hero  complex  and 
appealing  and three-dimensional.  Also,  they must  be 
smart  in  some  way,  academically  or  otherwise.  It 
matters not if they are physically perfect but I'm not big 
on characters with missing limbs.  I'm fond of realism 
but only to a point.

A full-blown plot  is  mandatory  — not  a  subplot  that 
only fills the pages to allow meetings between the hero 
and heroine. The plot has to stand alone, yet intertwine 
with and advance the relationship of Ms. Woman and 
Mr. Man. In this plot,  place tension and sadness and 
laughter and a theme with which I can identify. I like to 
think about a story after I've read it and, sometime in 
the future, I like to read it again to catch what I missed 
the first time.

Setting and time periods? I don't  care where it  takes 
place, as long as it's not the North or South P-P-P-P-
Poles. If  the location is exotic (this means places we 
westerners are not familiar with like Syria, North Korea, 
Libya,  etc.),  the  author  needs  to  explain,  without 
slowing the pace, the customs and culture necessary to 
illuminate  the  plot  or  the  characters'  motivations  or 
personalities. I like historical time periods prior to 1900 
but keep me out of the Stone Age. Jean Auel already 
did  that  and  did  it  rather  well.  Also  relative  to  the 
historical aspect, I'm a stickler for accuracy and I love it 
when real persons of the period drop seamlessly into 
the  story.  However,  each  character  must  use  words 
understandable to the modern day reader, and the real 
persons must fit the plot.

There are a few other items I'd like to see in the book 
that reawakens my literary lust. The dialogue has to be 
frequent, natural and suited to the individual speaking. 
Also, I  love the plot device where the woman has to 
dress like a man and totally confounds the hero for part 
of  the  story.  As  with  any  other  much-used  device, 
however,  it  needs  to  be  originally  applied  and 
necessary to the woman's safety, or something. If she's 
in  trousers  just  to  allow Mr.  Man's  admiration  of  her 
butt, I ain't buying it. Furthermore, I ain't reading it.

As  for  the  sex  aspect,  I'm  okay  with  good  sexual 
tension for most of the book but if I'm kept out of the 
bedroom entirely,  there  had  better  be  a  damn good 
reason. Equally important, if the hungry couple gives in 
to  their  carnal  desires  every  chapter,  make  it 
appropriate  to  the  plot  or  there's  a  risk  of  overkill. 

Continued on Page 8

Apparently,  I've  fallen  out  of  love  with  reading.  "Oh, 
no!" you gasp. "How can that be? Why, why...you're a 
librarian.  You  worship  books.  You  have  access  to 
everything  written  in  the  last  one  hundred  years,  at 
least. This can't possibly be true, can it?"

Sorry, folks, it's true. Nothing I've read in the last six 
months  has  done  anything  for  me.  I've  tried  all  the 
usual suspects and the list is, indeed, very long. Here's 
a sample of the books I've started and not finished, in 
no particular order:  People of the Book by Geraldine 
Brooks,  Real  Education by  Charles  Murray,  The 
Witness by Dee Henderson,  The Guernsey Literary 
and Potato Peel Pie Society by Shaffer and Barrows, 
Three  Cups  of  Tea by  Mortenson  and  Relin,  The 
Tenth Circle by  Jodi  Picoult,  Twilight by  Stephenie 
Meyer, and several other titles I can't remember mainly 
because they were unmemorable.

There could be a number of reasons for my malaise. 
Perhaps  aging  has  brought  on  a  change  in  my 
interests,  or  I'm  overwhelmed  with  day-to-day  reality 
and  too  tired  to  concentrate.  Then  again,  maybe 
everyone is  simply  writing  crap.  I  could  run with  the 
crap idea but I did that a few columns back and I like to 
think I don't repeat things. I'm not that old, for heaven's 
sake.

Instead, let me expound upon my requirements for the 
perfect read. I want the next book I pick up to knock me 
out. After I regain my senses, I want to accost perfect 
strangers on the street with a hearty, no-holds-barred 
recommendation to read it. Frankly, if I don't rediscover 
my joy  of  the written  word soon,  I'm doomed in  the 
truest sense. You see, I get no pleasure from writing if I 
get  no  pleasure  from  reading.  For  me,  the  two  are 
inextricably linked.

So, here's what I need. First, there must be love and 
please let it be heterosexual - between humans. Yes, 
there's  a  certain  savage  thrill  to  coupling  with  a 
vampire, and yes, love with a Wildean theme has its 
readership.  But  not  for me.  Just  give me the normal 

The following article first appeared in the January 2009 Issue of  UnderCover, the electronic newsletter of the Ohio Valley  
Romance Writers, Ann Warner, Editor. It may be used by RWA chapters with proper citation.

A Reader's Guide To The 
Perfect Read

by Hilda Lindner Knepp
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Continued From Page 7

Above all, connect the sex to an all-encompassing, eternal, 
earth-shattering love, the kind that compels Mr. Man to crawl 
on his bare hands and knees through a field of IEDs to be 
with his woman.

In short, give me a book that does what it does perfectly, in 
slightly less than 500 pages. Make it a mystery or women's 
fiction or a memoir of  excruciating beauty.  I  don't  care. I'm 
desperate. The thrill is almost gone. Besides, I need a good 
excuse to give my daughter when she begs me to try reading 
Twilight again.

January 
04: Leah Denda
09: Roger Nelson
13: Linda Cossel
14: Rosanne Bittner
      Melissa Lucken
17: Dana Corbit Nussio
18: Aileen Hyne
20: Joyce Soule
25: Dawn Bartley
      Michelle Celmer
29: Cindy Smith

February
04 Lana Miersen 
06 Catherine McClain
19 Donna Devens
27 Dawn M. McClure

We expect first round judging to be  
completed and all entries returned  
the  first  week  or  so  of  February.  
Then  we'll  announce  the  finalists  
and  send  those  off  to  our  final  
round judges.   Finalists  will  also  
be posted to our website.

After finishing her day job as a librarian, Hilda  
stalks the corridors of her own odd mind in search 
of  words  for  the  romances  she  writes.  With  a  
husband,  child,  two  cats,  a  new  puppy  and  an  
elderly  mother  in  the  household,  Hilda  only  
occasionally gets the chance to place those words 
on paper. She remains confident publication is in 
her future, no doubt posthumously.

HEA Contest Update
By Catherine McClain 

Contest Co-coordinator

After a shaky beginning that saw two of the HEA Contest Co-
Coordinators  dealing  with  sick  family  members  and 
emergency health situations, we managed to get the "show" 
on the  road.   Thanks  to  all  the  category  coordinators  for 
stepping  up  when  needed  -  Maris,  Lila,  Dawn,  and  Ami. 
Special  thanks and big hugs to  Wil and Lisa,  contest  co-
coordinators.

First round judging is underway and after a very slow and 
discouraging entry period, a slew of electronic entries were 
received on the last day.  Overall, our numbers are down as 
they  are  for  most  contests,  but  we  ended  up  with  a 
respectable 55 entries of which only 20 are hard copy.  Two 
categories--Inspirational  and  Romantica--had  to  be 
cancelled because we didn't reach the minimum number of 
entries.

We expect first round judging to be completed and all entries 
returned  the  first  week  or  so  of  February.   Then  we'll 
announce the finalists and send those off to our final round 
judges.  Finalists will also be posted to our website. 

Next update in February!  
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Lana Miersen is a former teacher,  
journalist,  publicist  and  editor,  
and is an RWA® PRO who is still  
striving toward that first sale.  She  
has  been  the  chapter’s  website  
liaison for the past four years. She  
previously  served  as  publicity  
chair,  policy  chair,  chapter  
secretary,  chapter  president  and 
most recently served two years as  
newsletter editor.

An unsuspecting chapter member who is reading this 
article will  be bowled over at Retreat in April  when she 
hears me announce her name as the recipient of the 2008 
MMRWA Angel  Award for Service.   It  will  be my honor 
and  privilege,  as  the  2007  Angel,  to  surprise  her  and 
watch her dissolve into a puddle of tears,  the same as 
previous  Angel  Award  honorees—Maris  Soule,  Nancy 
Gideon,  Leila  Davis,  Loralee  Lillibridge,  Dawn  Bartley, 
Lucy Kubash and me.

An  MMRWA  Angel  Award  recipient  is  reduced  to 
weeping  because  she  doesn’t  expect  to  be  honored. 
What she does for the chapter, or for individual chapter 
members,  she  does  because  it  needs  to  be  done, 
because she cares about our very special community of 
writers,  and  because  she  wants  to  give  back to  the 
chapter for all the support it gives to her.  Her service to 
the  chapter  is  its  own  reward;  the  Angel  Award  is  a 
treasured and unexpected dividend.

If  you know of  a  dedicated  chapter  member  whose 
unselfish service benefited our chapter in 2008—or for a 
number of years—and who qualifies under the MMRWA 
Angel Award for Service policy [see below], please send 
your  letter  of  nomination  to  me  via  email: 
bookbabe2443@yahoo.com.  Nominations  will  be 
accepted  by  the  committee  throughout  January  and 
February,  so  let  us  hear  from you.  The committee  will 
meet in March to select the 2008 MMRWA Angel.

The  following  excerpt  from  Mid-Michigan  RWA’s 
Policies & Procedures contains guidelines to help you with 
the nominating process.

17.  MMRWA ANGEL AWARD FOR SERVICE
17.1.  The Angel Award was created by MMRWA to 
recognize outstanding service to our romance-writing 
community.  First presented in 2002, it will continue to 
be  presented  annually  as  long  as,  or  whenever,  a 
member meets the following criteria:

17.1.1.   The award candidate has done one or 
more  of  the  following:   helped/mentored  other 
writers, served on the Chapter Board of Directors 
or one or more of its committees, served on the 
RWA® National  Board  or  committees,  or 
participated  in  any  other  activities  that  serve  to 
promote MMRWA and benefit its members.
17.1.2.    The  award  candidate  must  be  an 
MMRWA member for one full year.
17.1.3.   The award candidate has not previously 
received this award.

17.2.   Nominations for each year’s awards may be 
made during  January and February  by members  in 
good standing of RWA® and MMRWA.

Who Will Be Our 2008 MMRWA Angel?
By Lana Miersen, Angel Award Selection 
Committe Chair

17.2.1.   Nominations must be submitted in writing to 
the secretary or the selection committee chair and 
should contain a summary of the activities 
performed by the nominee that warrant 
consideration for the award.
17.2.2.    No sitting board member may be 
nominated.
17.2.3.    No immediate past president may be 
nominated.
17.2.4.    No one may nominate him/herself.

17.3.   The selection committee shall be comprised of 
the Board of Directors and previous Angel Award 
recipients.

17.3.1.    The committee will meet in March to 
review the nominations, add nominees if they so 
choose, and vote on the recipient.
17.3.2.    Each committee member shall have one 
vote except for the chapter president, who serves as 
an ex officio member of the committee.  The 
president only votes in the event of a tie.
17.3.3.    The selection committee reserves the right  
not to bestow the Angel Award in a given year if  
there is no standout nominee.

17.4.   The treasurer shall procure the custom-designed 
Angel pin and the Angel Award certificate using chapter 
funds.
17.5.   The recipient’s name shall be kept secret and the 
award presented by the Board at the Chapter’s annual 
Retreat From Harsh Reality.
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As writers, we wield great power—the power to create 
feelings for a character who at one point in time existed only 
in the recesses of our minds.  If we do our jobs well, the 
reader will remember us forever.  If we do them poorly, they 
may never buy our books again.

Too  many  of  us  give  up  our  power.   To  friends.  To 
family.  To contest judges, editors, and agents.  We allow 
them to dictate the direction of our story rather than going 
with our own instincts.  Now, I'm not saying you shouldn't 
listen  if  your  critique  partner  tells  you  there's  something 
wrong with your story.  It's probably true.  But don't sacrifice 
your style to meet everyone else’s expectations.  Instead, 
look deep into your writing. Maybe your heroine isn't really 
weak.  Perhaps she‘s just sending out mixed signals.

Come on, we've all seen her.  The “feisty” heroine who 
sits quietly by while events unfold around her.  The “take 
charge”  heroine  who  inexplicably  defers  to  others.   The 
"shy"  heroine who constantly  trades barbs with  the hero. 
You can’t  have it  both ways.   Actions speak louder  than 
words, especially when it comes to characterization.  The 
things  your  reader  deduces  for  herself  based  on  your 
character's  actions  and  responses  will  have  a  more 
powerful  impact  than  anything  you  tell  her  about  that 
character.

Use strong, active verbs and specific adjectives to "paint 
a  picture"  in  your  reader's  mind.   The  sentence  “Studly 
walked  toward  the  house”  simply  states  what  action  he 
performed.  More descriptive verbs like “ambled,” "raced" or 
“strode purposefully” allow the reader to "see" him in action 
and also conjure up other images that help the reader infer 
information about your character.   For example, "ambled" 
connotes slow,  relaxed,  almost  aimless movements.   We 
can surmise the hero is in no real hurry. On the other hand, 
“strode  purposefully"  implies  brisk  movements  and  a 
businesslike demeanor.  This character is on a mission.

Keep this in mind when revising your drafts.  Try limiting 
yourself  to  three  or  four  key  details  when  introducing 
setting, scene or character.  Strive for details that not only 
let the reader "see" the scene itself, but also let the reader 
"feel" the emotional essence you want to convey.

Let’s say you open your story with the sentence, "The 
village  was  on  fire.”   You’ve  given  your  reader  basic 
information…that  we’re  in a village rather  than a bustling 
metropolis.   But,  what  kind  of  village?   Indian  tepees? 
Bedouin tents?  Medieval cottages?  Or Greenwich Village, 
New York?

If you want the reader to "see" the story as you picture it 
in  your  own mind,  you need  to  create  a  concrete  visual 
image that cannot be misconstrued.  Otherwise you leave 
the reader confused and unsympathetic. 

What village?  And…why should I care?
Instead of simply stating facts, give your reader a mental 

picture.  Let her "see" the tepees, tents and cottages. What 
about the flames?  Do they leap and dance from rooftop to 
rooftop, or are they confined to one small area? Do they lick 
their way up the wooden walls, made dry by the arid heat of 

summer, or eat their way eagerly through the thatched roofs? 
What about the setting?  The weather?  The people?  What 
caused the blaze?  A freak lightning storm?  Or marauders on 
horseback riding through the streets setting torch to wood?

Only  YOU  know  the  scene  you  are  trying  to  describe. 
Specific word choice allows the reader to see your vision.  It 
doesn't  take much.   The human brain  is  like a computer,  or 
better yet, a search engine.  It views the words on the page as 
pieces of a puzzle and works to decipher the clues the author 
has written until it has enough information to form an image.

Here's an example. "The barn sat alone on a hill."
Close your eyes. Envision this barn.  Can you see it?
Okay.  How many of you pictured a brand new metal barn in 

the shape of an airplane hanger?  Not many, I bet.
What about a bustling dairy barn?  Or a barn full of Kentucky 

Derby contenders?  Still, no?
Quite  likely  the  image  that  came to  mind  was  of  an  old, 

wooden barn.  The paint peeling and faded.  Boards loose or 
missing.  Doors loose on their hinges with tall  grass blocking 
the  path.   The  weather  vane,  if  one  existed,  was  probably 
crooked.

Is that more in line with what you envisioned?
No,  I'm  not  psychic.   I'm  just  betting  your  reader's  mind 

picked up on the cues that I gave you.  I told you to picture a 
barn.  But that's not all I told you.  I told you to picture a barn, 
"alone" on a hill.  Alone means there will be no bustling activity. 
No  Derby  candidates.   No  dairy  cattle.   But  it  also  means 
something else.  Alone carries within it a significant word "lone" 
that brings to mind a feeling…”lonely." That feeling then gives 
way  to  other  feelings...abandoned,  neglected,  old,  weather 
beaten.

See where that description comes from now?
Consider some of the descriptions in your own manuscript. 

Do any of them conjure up other images? Create an emotional 
connection for your reader?

Here's another example.
He  was  nervous.   (A  simple  statement  of  fact.  No  real 

emotional pull for reader.)
A tingle of anxiety wormed its way up his spine.  (At least the 

reader can feel the tingle in his spine.)
Fear gripped him.  (We feel the level of his fear.  He's a lot 

more than simply "nervous" now.)
Doubts  assailed  him.   ("Assailed"  has  an  even  stronger 

connotation.   Those  doubts  aren't  just  gripping  him,  they're 
bombarding/overwhelming him.)

YOU are  the  author.   However  you  choose  to  phrase  it, 
never  forget  the  power  of  the  written  word to  create  a  vivid 
mental picture for your reader. 

Good Luck and Happy Writing - Lisa Cardle 

SHOW, DON'T TELL: The Power of Specific Word Choice to Evoke 
an Emotional Response in Your Reader

By Lisa Cardle

When  not  writing,  Lisa  works  in  a  Newborn  Intensive  Care  Unit  
where  the  importance  of  specific  word  choice  is  apparent  (as  
evidence by the mom of a “28 weeker” who on Day 5 finally asked,  
“Does that mean my baby is weaker than 28% of the other babies…)  
Lisa divides her time between work, writing and wrangling time to  
spend with her husband and a houseful of pets (6 cats. 3 dogs. All  
rescues). 
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—THE FINAL REFLECTION—
Looking Forward to the New Year Submission Guidelines

Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, 
craft,  how-to,  interviews  with  industry 
professionals,  book  reviews,  member 
news,  member  bios,  members’  latest 
releases, and program recaps, etc.

Manuscripts: single-spaced,  readable  12  pt. 
black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format.

Deadline: the  2nd  Saturday  of  the  month, 
unless  otherwise  stated.  Member  News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day). 

Policy
The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer 

our original  MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article.  The  Mirror staff  reserves  the  right  to 
edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical  errors,  punctuation,  grammar, 
size  requirements,  etc.,  and  content  with 
author’s approval.

RWA®  sister  chapters  may  reprint  any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given  to  MMRWA,  The  Mid-Michigan  Mirror, 
and  the  article’s  author.  Non-RWA®  groups 
must secure permission from the author. 

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its  individual  members.  Market 
information  contained  herein  does  not 
constitute  an  endorsement  by  RWA®  or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to  check market  report  accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8.

Mid-Michigan  RWA  is  a  not-for-profit 
professional writers’ organization incorporated 
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
minutes,  treasurer’s  reports,  and  other  legal 
documents  of  the  corporation  are  published 
online  in  the  files  section  of  the  restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list.

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of  America®.  Copyright  ©2009  by  the  Mid-
Michigan  Romance  Writers  of  America.   All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated.

Chapter Information
Non-members  seeking  information  about 

Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at  members@midmichiganrwa.org,  write  to 
MMRWA,  P.O.  Box  2725,  Kalamazoo,  MI 
49003-2725,  or  visit  our  chapter  online  at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us.

As your new editor of the Mid-Michigan Mirror, the first thing 
I'd like to do is thank our previous editor, Lana Miersen for all the 
advice and encouragement she's given me.  I fervently hope that 
I can continue with the level of excellence Lana achieved during 
her years as editor. 

Thank you also to everyone who contributed to this issue.  My 
calls for help were met with lightning fast responses and terrific 
articles and advice!

I volunteered to take over as editor first because it will give 
me  an  opportunity  to  become  more  involved  in  the  chapter, 
second because I see it as a chance to get to know my fellow 
members better,  and third because it  will  force me to flex my 
writing muscles in some small measure.  So, I'm looking forward 
to working as editor with eager anticipation of filling up some of 
those “little squares” of  my calendar, as Lucy suggested in her 
President's Corner, with time to write and achieve some of the 
goals that I've set for myself in the new year.

As the chapter welcomes in a new year,  we also welcome 
Lucy Kubash as our new President  and Roger Nelson as our 
new  Treasurer,  as  well  as  returning  Vice-President  Lynette 
Curtis and Secretary Ami Weaver.  And a big thank you goes out 
to  our  previous  President,  Annette  Briggs  and  Treasurer, 
Catherine McClain who both did a great job while in office.  

We have the Retreat From Harsh Reality coming up in April 
with new Chair Julie McMullen at the helm and a new location at 
the beautiful Yarrow Golf and Conference Resort in Augusta.  It 
should  be  a  great  Retreat  with  Thea  Devine  as  our  guest 
speaker.

It looks like 2009 will be a year full of interesting events and 
opportunities to participate in the MMRWA!

Also, I'd like to apologize for the late publication of this issue. 
What at first appeared to be a simple cut and paste job, instead 
turned  out  to  be  an epic  battle  of  wills  between  me and  the 
OpenOffice  application  I'm  using  for  the  newsletter.   For  two 
weeks, I struggled with what, in polite language, might be called 
“glitches.”   Polite,  however, was not the kind of language that 
ricocheted off the walls while I tried to trick, coerce and threaten 
my computer  to  do what  I  wanted it  to  do.   Fred Flintstone's 
“racka fracka” doesn't even come close.  I'm sure many of you 
can  sympathize  with  me  when  it  relates  to  working  on  a 
temperamental, obstinate, slow, #%@&! (oops-sorry!) computer. 
But, as you can see, we've achieved an uneasy truce, and now I 
can look forward to seeing what it  throws at me in the March 
issue.  See you at the February meeting!

Florence Price – Editor


	January 
	February
	Looking Forward to the New Year
	Submission Guidelines
	Policy
	Chapter Information

	The President’s Corner
	February Meeting Directions

	2009 MMRWA Meeting and Program Schedule
	Calendar & Reminders

	December Meeting’s Program Recap: Christmas Party and Business Meeting
	January Member News
	What's Your Passion?
	Who Will Be Our 2008 MMRWA Angel?

