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—THE BOARD ROOM—

Member Critique Session Kicks Off
2010 Meetings

by Margo Hoornstra
Vice President/Publicity Chair

The topic for the February 20, 2010 MMRWA meeting is Member
Critique. As requested, Mid-Michigan RWA Members will be given the
opportunity to bring portions of works in progress for evaluation by
published members.

Depending on the number who wish to present their work and willing
published authors, after lunch we will break into smaller groups,
according to genre when we can, for an hour long session of sharing,
discussion and learning.

To help keep this program running smoothly, please respect the

following rules of engagement.

1. Sign up by February 15, 2010 through e-mail to me at
mjhoornstra@sbcglobal.net with Member Critique in the subject
line — let me know your title and genre.

2. Limit the manuscript length to ten pages.

3. Bring three printed copies to the meeting with you. That way, you’ll
have any written comments or notations to take home.

4. Designate someone else to read for you if you'd rather not read
yourself.

Attention published members, please e-mail me as well, again with
Member Critique in the subject line, if you plan to attend the February
meeting.

Taking a lead from Greater Detroit RWA, time limits will be put in place
S0 everyone has a chance to be heard. Ten minutes will be allotted for
reading and ten minutes will be reserved for the published authors to
offer feed back.

Plan to join us, with or without a manuscript or critique assignment, on
Saturday, February 20 at Famous Dave’s, 4505 Canal Avenue,
Grandville, Michigan beginning at 11:30 AM.


mailto:mjhoornstra@sbcglobal.net
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MMRWA 2010
MEETING SCHEDULE

January No chapter meeting. The Board will
meet on January 9, with a snow date of
January 16.

February 20
Grand Rapids —  Member critique
Please sign up with Margo Hoornstra
by February 15" if participating.

March 20

Lansing —  Tax Strategies for
Writers

April 16™ — 18™
Kalamazoo -  Retreat From Harsh
Reality will be held at Yarrow Golf and
Conference Resort in Augusta, MI.
Speaker will be Jo Ann Ferguson.

May 15

Jackson —  Positivity
June 19

Grand Rapids —  Member critique
July — No Meeting
August 21

Lansing —  Query Letter Idol

September 18

Kalamazoo -  How to Access the
Internet
October 16
Jackson — Rebounding Panel

November 20
Grand Rapids

Member critique

December 11
Lansing —  End-of-Year Business
Meeting and Christmas
Party

— IMPORTANT NOTE -

The Grand Rapids location for Mid-
Michigan RWA’s Chapter meetings
has changed. The meetings were
previously held at the Famous
Dave’s on East Beltline. However,
that location closed. MMRWA will
now hold Grand Rapids meetings at
the Famous Dave’s restaurant in
Grandoville.

Famous Dave’s
4505 Canal Avenue
Grandyville, Ml 49418
(616) 301-7711
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February Meeting Directions

Directions to:

Famous Dave’s
4505 Canal Avenue
Grandyville, Ml 49418
(616) 301-7711

Directions from Kalamazoo and southwest:

Merge onto US-131 N. (35.5 mi)
Take the M-6 W exit, EXIT 77,
toward HOLLAND. (2.0 mi)

Merge onto MI-6 W/PAUL B HENRY FWY. (6.8 mi)
Merge onto 1-196 E toward GD RAPIDS. (2.6 mi)
Take the 44TH ST exit, EXIT 67,

toward RIVERTOWN PKWY. (0.4 mi)
Turn RIGHT onto 44TH ST SW. (0.1 mi)
Turn RIGHT onto CANAL AVE SW. (0.1 mi)

End at Famous Dave’s, 4505 Canal Ave, Grandville, Ml

Directions from Lansing and points east:
Take 1-96 W toward GD RAPIDS. (44.4 mi)
Merge onto MI-6 W/PAUL B HENRY FWY
via EXIT 46 toward M-6 W/HOLLAND. (19.3 mi)
Merge onto |-196 E toward GD RAPIDS. (2.6 mi)
Take the 44TH ST exit, EXIT 67,

toward RIVERTOWN PKWY. (0.4 mi)
Turn RIGHT onto 44TH ST SW. (0.1 mi)
Turn RIGHT onto CANAL AVE SW. (0.1 mi)

End at Famous Dave’s, 4505 Canal Ave, Grandville, Ml

Directions from Grand Rapids:

[-196 W toward HOLLAND. (5.5 mi)
Take the 44TH ST exit, EXIT 67,

toward RIVERTOWN PKWY. (0.4 mi)
Turn LEFT onto 44TH ST SW. (0.4 mi)
Turn RIGHT onto CANAL AVE SW. (0.1 mi)

End at Famous Dave’s, 4505 Canal Ave, Grandville, Ml

Sign up by February 15 to
share your work during
Member Critique sessions at
the February chapter meeting.
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The President’s Corner

By Lucy Kubash

Welcome to the Near Year,
2010! The first of the year is alwaysa |
good time to set new goals, whether it
be to live a healthier lifestyle, read
more books, or, in our case, write more
books. If finishing a new manuscript
this year is one of your goals, MMRWA is here to help you.

We have lots of opportunities coming up to encourage
us to flex our writing muscles, including several critique
sessions and of course, Retreat from Harsh Reality, an entire
weekend devoted to writing. There is Write for the Money, a
chance to set monthly goals and perhaps win a few $$; the
one-on-one critiques offered by our published authors at
Retreat time; and we hope to bring back the | Will Write a
Book challenge. We will have a query letter MMRWA |dol
panel later in the year, and there is the much under-used
Writing 101 loop, where members are always free to ask
writing-related questions or even post a short excerpt for
critique.

Whatever stage you are at in your writing career, we
hope to have something that will help you stretch and grow
and reach your new goals. Please join us in February for the
first of the critique sessions. Even if you don’t have something
to read, it's a great learning experience for everyone.

Hope to see you soon and in the meantime—

Happy Writing!

Sy
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RETREAT IS COMING!!!

By Julie McMullen
Retreat Chair

Wow! Twenty-five years of Retreat From Harsh Reality! When
that first retreat was held on the campus of Western Michigan
University all those years ago, | wonder if they envisioned how
this event would evolve over a quarter decade?

This year's Retreat will be held April 16-18" at the beautiful
Yarrow Golf and Conference Resort in Augusta (between
Battle Creek and Kalamazoo). Please  visit
www.yarrowgolf.com for panoramic views that are guaranteed
to inspire even the most stubborn muse.

OUR KEYNOTE SPEAKER:

Award-winning author Jo Ann Ferguson has a split writing
personality. Writing under her own name, she launched the
new Regency line at Imaldinn, where her next traditional
Regency will be Gentleman’s Master, the next book in her
popular Regency mysteries. She is also the author of
numerous best-selling historical novels. J.A. Ferguson writes
paranormals for Imadinn, and her next book is Dreamseeker.
Jocelyn Kelley’s most recent book is Sea Wraith, which was
released in November 2009. Jo Ann Brown novelized Thomas
Kinkade’s The Christmas Cottage, a movie starring Peter
O’Toole. She now also writes for Guideposts Books, and her
first title in the Patchwork Mysteries series, Time to Share, will
be released in the Fall of 2010. Over eighty of her titles have
been published by Tudor, Ballantine, Zebra, Harper, Warner
and Thorndike. Her books have been translated into almost a
dozen languages and are sold on every continent except
Antarctica.

Please visit her websites at www.joannferqguson.com or
www.jocelynkelley.com for more information about her books.

»
»

~
Author Jo Ann Ferguson
writes under her own
name, as well as J.A.
Ferguson, Jocelyn Kelley,
and Jo Ann Brown.



http://www.yarrowgolf.com/
http://www.joannferguson.com/
http://www.jocelynkelley.com/
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Continued from p. 5

Retreat registration is
open to members only
through February 28,
2010, then to members
and non-members. The
deadline for registration
is March 31, 2010.

THE SESSIONS:

Jo Ann Ferguson will present two programs on Saturday. One will
center on writing about characters’ emotions in a way that engages
the reader. The other, Taming the *&"% Synopsis and Query
Letter, is a hands-on workshop guaranteed to help you catch that
editor or agent’s eye.

As an extra bonus in an optional session on Saturday evening, Jo
Ann will be discussing her novelization for the Thomas Kinkade’s The
Christmas Cottage movie.

Brochures will be mailed out in early February. Registration forms will
also be available on-line on our website. Registration is open for
members only through February 28 and then we'll open it up to non-
members. Don't delay registering! You can send in the minimum
deposit of $50 to hold your spot then pay the balance before the
deadline of March 31st. A deposit will also hold your room selection,
which is important too if you're planning to spend the weekend. If
you need a custom package (other than the ones listed on the
registration form), please contact Julie privately for pricing.

So call your friends and fellow writers, get set with a roommate (no
more than two to a room please) and send in your deposits! This
year promises to be another great one!

We are in need of a few more "helping hands" to assist in getting
organized before the actual Retreat. A posting to the MMRWA
business loop will go out soon with more information. Please contact
Julie McMullen if you can spare some time to help make the 2010
Retreat the best ever. Don't be shy! Even if you've never attended
before, we have a job for you!

See you in April!
Julie McMullen

Retreat Chair
Retreat@ midmichiganrwa.org mvm

Registration is open for members only through
February 28th and then we'll open it up to nonmembers.



mailto:Retreat@midmichiganrwa.org
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Uncanny—More than
“Just Plain Weird”

by Melissa Ford Lucken

Understanding the theories and concepts of the
uncanny can be extremely beneficial to the writer. By
knowing what causes humans to be emotionally
distressed, a writer can craft a story that will trigger
anxiety at strategic times and in ways that support the
intent of the work, heighten the fictive dream, and enhance the overall story experience. Ernst
Jentsch, credited with being the first to identify the state of the uncanny in a 1906 essay, “On the
Psychology of the Uncanny,” defines the state as a person’s, “doubts whether an apparently
animate being is really alive; or conversely, whether a lifeless object might be, in fact, animate.”*
He was quick to note that awareness and understanding of such a state is important to the writer.

“In telling a story one of the most successful devices for easily creating
uncanny effects is to leave the reader in uncertainty whether a
particular figure in the story is a human being or an automaton and to
do it in such a way that his attention is not focused directly upon his
uncertainty, so that he may not be led to go into the matter and clear it
up immediately.”

Sigmund Freud, in his essay, “The Uncanny” later expanded this concept of the uncanny
state being linked to the relationship between the animate and the innate. Additionally, he
examined concepts of human development in regard to maturation as having a key relationship to
a person’s perception of what is uncanny. For example, in childhood humans enjoy repetition. This
appreciation begins before the child is old enough to desire, or even understand, control. As the
child matures, and begins to understand the advantage of control and thus desires it, the child
takes less pleasure in repetition. Therefore, continued, undesired, and uncontrollable repetition is
disturbing because it represents a lack of control and thus regression and is therefore potentially
alarming. Freud asserted that the state of the uncanny is linked to the subconscious in an
additional way. He stated that a person experiences something as uncanny because it reminds
the individual of the conflict between their repressed desires, desires which the individual
presumably struggles to control, and feared punishment for deviating from societal norms.?

Suspense, horror, and thrillers are the obvious place for fiction writers to take advantage of
these theories, but any scene can be made more intense by identifying a character’s deep
unconscious desires and finding ways to contrast those with external conflicts, such as the
expectations of the character’s friends, family, and community.

Lezur Psychologie des Unheimlichen” Psychiatrisch-Neurologische Wochenschrift 8.22 (25 Aug. 1906): 195-98
and 8.23 (1 Sept. 1906): 203-05.

2 “Zur Psychologie des Unheimlichen” Psychiatrisch-Neurologische Wochenschrift 8.22 (25 Aug. 1906): 195-98
and 8.23 (1 Sept. 1906): 203-05.

® Freud, Sigmund. “The Uncanny.” Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism. New York: W.W. Norton &
Company, 2002.
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This article was first published in the 2009 December issue of the Heart Monitor, the Heart of Dixie's
RWA Northern Alabama Chapter. Permission to forward is granted and appreciated.

ACTIVE OR PASSIVE:
What Kind of Writer are You?

By M.V. Freeman, member of Heart of
Dixie and Southern Magic.

Itis 2010 and a decision has to be made.

Are you going to be an active or passive
participant in your life, especially your writing life?

It is your choice.

It's easy to be passive. For me all | need is hot
chocolate or tea, a warm blanket and wonderful
book from the "to be read" pile open in my hand,
as | lounge on the couch on a cold day. | tell
myself | "need this". | also need to finish my
revisions. It is my passive part of me that is
making me stumble.

It's frighteningly simple to have passivity creep
into your life. It is so much easier to pick up a
book, rather than to write, revise, agonize over
your story. It's easier to watch television than to
plot the final part of your book, or even exercise.
You work all day, you're tired, you don't have
time...these are all excuses, pit falls, things that
will trip you up.

You have a dream don't you? You know the one,
where you are the star of whatever it is you are
imagining. For me, | want to be a successful
published writer. | want to make a living at it. At
the moment it is on my goal list, but how am |
going to get there? Not by sitting on that couch
reading a book, even though it is important to re-
fill the well, you cannot let it drown you in
inefficiency and passivity. | have been guilty of
using excuses, we all are.

The question is, how do you become active? You
need to set goals. For years | refused to do so, |
disliked resolutions because they always set you
up for failure. You know the ones, "I'm going to
lose weight, by going to the gym five days a
week" and after two weeks (or for some three
days) it is forgotten, another failed attempt.

Being active, is realizing that there are things in
your life that will interfere, so you have to be
flexible. For example, | have a day job. | work
forty hours a week, | have young children, a great
spouse, a home, and a neurotic cat. Sometimes |
have to travel for my job, my kids get sick, or my
husband travels. | have meals to make, dishes to
do, homework to supervise. My husband does the
laundry (how great is that?), but still, at any one
time one small thing will throw a monkey wrench
into a well oiled machine. The time | wanted to
write, gone.

A passive participant would just give up at this
point. Why bother?

An active participant would look at it and find
fifteen minutes to write down a few things.
Perhaps get up earlier to write, or stay up later.
Maybe during lunch, if you get one, a few
moments can be used to jot down ideas. What
ever it takes and how ever you can do it, you find
some time to write.

Do you know if you are passive or active? Here
are some signs and symptoms:

v
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Continued from p. 8
PASSIVE:

No goals, just a nebulous "I'll finish this story
and five years later you are still on chapter
three (I've been there | know!).

You'd rather watch Television.

You always have an excuse NOT to write,
never a solution.

You want to give up after the first rejection or
negative comment.

You don't want to take any classes or read
any books about writing

Can never say "No," unsure of your priorities.
Negative attitude, about writing, your life,
everything.

Quit writing because it's too hard.

BOTTOM LINE: You give up easily and you
are INFLEXIBLE. (you know, | didn't get to
write at this time, | don't think | am going to
write at all...).

ACTIVE:

You set long term and short goals & review
them regularly.

Actively pursue workshops, books, classes
that will strengthen your writing.

Set deadlines.

You search out and eventually find trusted
critigue partners. This takes some time, and
like trying on a pair of shoes, you have to go
through a lot before you find that one or two
people that are trustworthy and truthful.
You can say "No." You know your priorities.
Challenge yourself—write a personal blog,
guest blog, write an article, anything to help
strengthen your writing.

You are ultimately positive. This is a tough
business, and sometimes it's a very long
journey.

Know when to take a break. But don't give up.
BOTTOM LINE: You move forward and you
are FLEXIBLE (So you could not write at
some point, but you know you'll get chance
later.)

These observations of ACTIVE or PASSIVE are
subjective on my part, and they are ever
changing. We all at some point have had bits of
passive in us, but that gets nothing done. We
have to choose every day to be active, to move
forward.

My choice is to be an Active participant, what is
your choice?

Note: There are plenty of websites, books, and
places to find out how to goal set and put on the
path of where you want to go (I put some down at
the below). You have to decide what is the best
way to goal set and make it work for you.

GOAL SETTING WEBSITES: (Many say the same
things, but all have bits of interesting information)

http://www.writersbreak.com/Non_Fiction/articles/article nonfic
tion_5stepstogoalsetting.htm

http://www.freelancewritingsuccess.com/slaunwhitel.php

http://specialed.about.com/od/worksheets/ss/goalsetting.htm

http://specialed.about.com/od/worksheets/ss/goalsetting.htm

http://www.angelabooth.biz/2009/12/lazy-writers-guide-to-goal-
setting-for-2010.html

http://www.christianwritingtoday.com/craft-of-writing/171-the-
hidden-power-of-goal-setting-for-writers.html

http://www.mindtools.com/page6.html

http://www.goal-setting-guide.com/smart-goals.html

http://www.success77.com/

http://careerplanning.about.com/od/settinggoals/a/goal setting.
htm

http://www.goal4success.com/

http://www.mygoals.com/

http://humanresources.about.com/od/performancemanagemen
t/a/goal setting.htm



http://www.writersbreak.com/Non_Fiction/articles/article_nonfiction_5stepstogoalsetting.htm
http://www.writersbreak.com/Non_Fiction/articles/article_nonfiction_5stepstogoalsetting.htm
http://www.freelancewritingsuccess.com/slaunwhite1.php
http://specialed.about.com/od/worksheets/ss/goalsetting.htm
http://specialed.about.com/od/worksheets/ss/goalsetting.htm
http://www.angelabooth.biz/2009/12/lazy-writers-guide-to-goal-setting-for-2010.html
http://www.angelabooth.biz/2009/12/lazy-writers-guide-to-goal-setting-for-2010.html
http://www.christianwritingtoday.com/craft-of-writing/171-the-hidden-power-of-goal-setting-for-writers.html
http://www.christianwritingtoday.com/craft-of-writing/171-the-hidden-power-of-goal-setting-for-writers.html
http://www.mindtools.com/page6.html
http://www.goal-setting-guide.com/smart-goals.html
http://www.success77.com/
http://careerplanning.about.com/od/settinggoals/a/goal_setting.htm
http://careerplanning.about.com/od/settinggoals/a/goal_setting.htm
http://www.goal4success.com/
http://www.mygoals.com/
http://humanresources.about.com/od/performancemanagement/a/goal_setting.htm
http://humanresources.about.com/od/performancemanagement/a/goal_setting.htm
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—CHAPTER CHATTER—

MEMBER NEWS

Lila Marie Chandler: Danielle Marie Chandler is due
April 16 and big brother Joel is really looking forward
to meeting his little sister. Meanwhile, I'm still
freelancing for The Herald-Palladium: almost 250
stories over the past few years, over 100 in 2009.
Time will tell how much writing I'll be able to do after
Danielle is born, so | didn't make any new years
resolutions. Happy 2010, everybody!

Melissa Ford Lucken: I'll be doing a presentation
“Fiction as a Springboard for Critical Thinking and
Expository Writing” at the LAND (Liberal Arts Network
for Development) Conference in Port Huron, Michigan,
February 17-19, 2010. www.mfaland.blogspot.com

Annette Briggs: Spent vacation in South Carolina
where | could swear | was waited on in a restaurant by
Sookie Stackhouse. Their special was pig picking.
Now I'm all revved up for my work in progress and the
two classes I'm taking online.

Rohn Federbush: Meeting weekly with an ACFW
member in Brighton for critique sessions. Steeple Hill
rejected my historical inspirational romance. [Ill be
querying Bethany Press next. My New Year's
resolution is to cut down on activities that do not
relate positively to my writing career.

Florence Price: I've spent the first couple of weeks in
January recovering from all the Christmas cookies |
ate and cleaning up my house after the festivities of
the holidays. | haven't worked much on my WIP
recently, but | have been busy taking a couple of
interesting and extremely helpful online workshops.
I'm looking forward to seeing everyone at the February
meeting!

Meredith Cassing: My New Years Resolution is to
write at least a page a day and finally finish my WIP.

Alyssa Marble: Working diligently—or trying to—on
my WIP. | hope to have the first draft done by March 1
and the final editing complete by July 1 so | have
something to pitch at National. | plan to enter a few
contests over the next couple of months.

Nancy Gideon: Having a new website constructed which
should be up and running by Feb 15! Doing revision, revision,
revision, line edit, line edit, line edit and now pre-galleys for my
Pocket shape-shifter series coming out June, July and
August. It's been mailer envelopes passing like a baton from
one to the next. Good things come in threes?

Ami Weaver: AN ACCIDENTAL FAMILY placed second in
East Texas RWA's Southern Heat Contest, in the series
category. This came with a request for a partial from Wanda
Ottewell of Superromance and an invitation to submit from
agent Melissa Jeglinski. After being derailed for a month by
various life and kid things, I'm back to revising madly.

Lana Miersen: I'm in Florida, where it was just as cold the first
weekend in January as winter is in Michigan. Temps below
freezing overnight and in the a.m.--that is so not fair! Visited
family on the first two legs of the trip, so didn't get any writing
time in. That should change soon. I'm taking a January FF&P
online workshop presented by Linnea Sinclair on "Creating
Your Space Military: Using What We Have to Invent What You
Need." I'm hoping the workshop content will help me to
improve the futuristic I'm revising.

Rosanne Bittner: Is celebrating! She finished her latest
western romance, PARADISE VALLEY, and it's on her agent's
desk. A word to our members from Rosanne, "After 57
published books over nearly 30 years I'd hit a real slump and
hadn't finished a book in about 3 years. | am so relieved to
have found my groove again! It all boils down to writing what
you love. | decided to stop constantly worrying about the
current market. | felt like 1 was in jail and now I'm free!"
Rosanne's next project — actually two - are a sweeping saga
about the birth of Chicago, and a story set against the
American Revolution. Rosanne is currently “chilling out"
(though it's 70 degrees there) in Las Vegas, where she'll work
on a couple of articles for the MIRROR.



http://www.mfaland.blogspot.com/
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Members’ Current and Upcoming Releases
Spring/Summer 2010

Jackie Braun: A Dinner, A Date and a Desert Sheikh, Harlequin Romance,
June 2010, and Inconveniently Wed, the third book in the Girls Weekend in
Vegas continuity, Harlequin, August 2010. www.jackiebraun.com

Arianna Skye: Wings of Desire available in e-book and at Amazon.com
February 7, 2010 through Eternal Press. www.ariannaskye.com

Nancy Gideon: The first three books in a shape shifter series from Pocket
Books: Masked by Moonlight, June 2010, Chased by Moonlight, July 2010
Captured by Moonlight, August 2010.

Melissa Ford Lucken w/a Isabelle Drake: Roughneck by Request, from
Ellora's Cave (Quickie), available January 19, 2010 www.isabelledrake.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! WELCOME TO OUR
NEW MEMBERS!
January February Tracy Roper
04: Leah Denda 04: Lana Miersen Lori Nelson
09: Roger Nelson 06: Catherine McClain Elizabeth Fortin. Ph.D
14: Rosanne Bittner , T
Melissa Lucken . A Marianne Evans

17: Dana Corbit Nussio
18: Aileen Hyne

20: Joyce Soule

25: Dawn Bartley



http://www.jackiebraun.com/
http://www.ariannaskye.com/
http://www.isabelledrake.com/
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—THE FINAL REFLECTION—

The February Failure

12:00 Midnight on New Year's Eve. An entire year stretches out
before me, shiny and bright and full of possibility. The promise of
a fresh start spurs me to sit at my desk and list my New Year's
Resolutions.

Lose Weight (this is a yearly prerequisite for #1)
Finish WIP by July 1

Go to RWA National

Lose Weight (it must be re-emphasized or the potato chips hiding in my pantry will win)

Create a daily word count/editing goal and keep it

Wash my floors once a week

Refrain from using a laundry basket as a closet

Clone Johnny Depp (I've been working on this for years in my secret basement lab—unfortunately, the
DNA Replicator is malfunctioning. The result is numerous Danny DeVito clones.)

9. Keep my house clean

NN E

| scan my list. | can do this, | just need to get organized. | can generate a calendar to list my writing goals and a
daily chore chart to delegate house cleaning. This year will be the year that | will keep my resolutions. (Except
maybe Number 8. | really need a new DNA Replicator and it’s just not in the budget).

In January, all goes well. | keep to my daily word count. | drop 3 pounds. My floors are clean and my clothes
are (gasp) in my closet. | released yet another Danny DeVito into the woods behind my house, but I consider it
progress that at least he had a Captain Jack Sparrow goatee.

And then February rolls around. The failure month. The month where all my resolutions have faded into
excuses. I'm too tired to write. The potato chips have caused a spike in weight gain and it’s too close to my
bedtime to exercise. My poor child is finding last week's chicken surprise on the kitchen floor—which isn’t that
dirty, is it? And why can’t | be sexily rumpled in sweats and a wrinkled t-shirt?

The most depressing February failure is the sporadic word count totals in my writing calendar.

Does it mean that all is lost? No. I'm human. | have other obligations aside from writing. The alarm clock for my
day job buzzes at 5 am. My house doesn't stay clean because we live there, and life is messy. Laundry
baskets make a perfectly good closet when | don’t have time to fold clothes, and sometimes it’s hard to find
time to eat, let alone write.

The good new is | don't have to start over only on New Year's Day. | can start over every day if | have to. If |
missed my writing goal yesterday, | can try again today. If | didn't wash my floor yesterday, | can do it today. If |
ate an entire family size bag of potato chips yesterday, | can take the stairs today. Unfortunately, | can't do
anything about the Danny DeVito clones roaming around my woods, but | can keep dreaming about Johnny

Depp.

So it may be February, but | can always restart and renew my resolutions.

Alyssa Marble & Editor
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Submission Guidelines

Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, craft, how-to,
interviews with industry professionals, book reviews,
member news, member bios, members’ latest releases,
and program recaps, etc.

Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt. black font, no
special formatting or colors, one-inch margins, saved in
rich text format.

Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month, unless otherwise
stated. Member News deadline is the 3rd Saturday
(meeting day).

Policy

The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer our original
MMRWA articles to other RWA® chapters and loops to
use with all credits given unless the author specifies
restrictions in the article. The Mirror staff reserves the
right to edit submissions for such things as spelling or
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, size
requirements, etc., and content with author’s approval.

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any information in
this newsletter providing credit is given to MMRWA, The
Mid-Michigan Mirror, and the article’s author. Non-RWA®
groups must secure permission from the author.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not
necessarily those of RWA®, or of the MMRWA and its
individual members. Market information contained herein
does not constitute an endorsement by RWA® or
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for themselves
the reliability and integrity of those with whom they deal.
Writers are encouraged to check market report accuracy
through the RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8.

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit professional
writers’ organization incorporated in the State of
Michigan. The business meeting minutes, treasurer’s
reports, and other legal documents of the corporation are
published online in the files section of the restricted,
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list.

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of Mid-
Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers of America®.
Copyright ©2009 by the Mid-Michigan Romance Writers
of America. All rights reserved, unless otherwise stated.

Chapter Information

Non-members seeking information about Mid-
Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining our chapter,
may email our membership chair at
members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to MMRWA, P.O.
Box 2725, Kalamazoo, M| 49003-2725, or visit our
chapter online at www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all
about us.

Special Thanks

A special thanks to all of our chapter’s
previous office holders and committee
chairs:

To those who are leaving their
positions this year and to those who
are maintaining their positions, thank
you for all of your efforts in supporting
our chapter. Being a board member
and chairing committees takes time
away from our family, free time and
writing. Sometimes it can be difficult to
balance all of these individual
obligations. We appreciate and
respect the time and effort involved.

The incoming board members and
committee chairs hope we can follow
in their capable footsteps.




