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January  No chapter meeting.  The Board will meet 

January 17 with a snow day date of January 24. 

February 21 (Lansing)  Writing Short: Writing and 
Marketing a Short Story Romance.  Speaker will be 
Margo Hoornstra. 

March 21 (Grand Rapids)  Synopsis Workshop given by 
Maris Soule. 

April 24-26  Retreat From Harsh Reality will be held at 
Yarrow Golf and Conference Resort in August, MI.  
Speaker will be Thea Devine. 

May 16  (Kalamazoo) Building a Website.  Speaker will be 

Jamie Lynn Groos.   

June 20 (Grand Rapids)  Special Event:  Debra Dixon will 
present her Book in a Day Workshop, which covers 
GMC and The Hero's Journey.  The workshop will run 
from 10:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.  Please note:  There is a 
fee for this workshop; advance registration and 
payment is required for attendance.  There will be no 
registration at the door on the day of the event. 

July:  No chapter meeting. 

August 15 (Lansing)  Understanding Print on Demand.  
Speaker will be Dana Corbit (tentative).  

September 19 (Kalamazoo)  Writer Power:  Feeling 
Important in the Restrictive Market.  Speaker will be  
Alison Hart (AKA Jennifer Greene). 

October 17 (Grand Rapids)  MMRWA Idol. 

November 21 (Kalamazoo)  The Ins and Outs of a Crime 
Lab.  Speaker will be Jerry Luedecking. 

December 12 (Lansing)  End-of-Year Business Meeting 
and Holiday Party. 

2009 MMRWA Meeting and 
Program Schedule  

MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of Grand 

Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday luncheon 
meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local restaurants and are 

open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch (optional) and the programs 

start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is no charge for the meeting and 
program; luncheon charges are the responsibility of the individual 

attendees. 

May Meeting Directions  
 

 

Brewsterôs Junction 

5135 South Portage Road 

Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

(269) 344-0600 
 

From the North:  Merge onto US-131 South to I-94. 
Merge onto I-94 E via EXIT 34A toward DETROIT for 
4.1 miles. Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- 
toward KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto 
PORTAGE RD. 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at that 
next light. Brewsterôs is at that intersection and will be 
immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right into 
Brewsterôs parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 
5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

From the West:  Merge onto I-94 E going toward 
Detroit. Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- 
toward KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto 
PORTAGE RD 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South, moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at that 
next light. Brewsterôs is at that intersection and will be 
immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right into 
Brewsterôs parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 
5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 

From the East: Merge onto I-94 W toward JACKSON. 
When nearing the Kalamazoo area, Merge onto E 
KILGORE RD via EXIT 78 toward PORTAGE RD. 0.3 
miles. Get into the left lane as you approach the ramp 
stoplight. This is a ñMichigan Leftò intersection; go 
through the intersection in the left lane and then take 
the U-TURN to come back and turn right, going south 
on Portage Road. Go 1/4 mile South, moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at that 
next light. Brewsterôs is at that intersection and will be 
immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right into 
Brewsterôs parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 
5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 

From the South:  Take US-131 N. Merge onto I-94 E 
via EXIT 34A toward DETROIT. 4.0 miles. Take the 
PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward KILGORE RD. 
0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE RD. 0.1 
miles. Go 1/4 mile South, moving immediately into 
the left turn lane and turn left at that next light. 
Brewsterôs is at that intersection and will be 
immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right into 
Brewsterôs parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 
5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 

 

Calendar & Reminders 
 
 
JUNE 
01: Registration Ends for Book-in-a-Day Workshop with 

Debra Dixon.   
05: Deadline for payment of Registration Fees for 

Book-in-a-Day Workshop with Debra Dixon. 
20: Special Event:  Book in a Day Workshop with Debra 

Dixon.  There is a FEE for this workshop; advance 
registration and payment is required for attendance. 
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2009 OFFICERS 

 
President  

Lucy Kubash 

info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president  
Lynette Curtis 

meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Secretary  
Ami Weaver 

info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer  
Roger Nelson 

treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover Editor  

Nancy Gideon 

covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest  
Catherine McClain 

contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy  
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 

Library  
Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule 

Meetings/Programs  
Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition  
Lana Miersen & Florence Price 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lana Miersen 

Mystery Gifts  
Catherine McClain 

Newsletter Editor  
Florence Price 

mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Nancy Gideon & Loralee Lillibridge 

Perseverance Fund  
Roger Nelson 

treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity  
Margo Hoornstra 

Retreat Chair  
Julie McMullen 

retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair  
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison  
Lana Miersen 

info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Friday, April 24
th
 dawned with picture perfect weather - warm, 

sunny and full of anticipation for a fun-filled weekend at the beautiful 
Yarrow Golf & Conference Resort in Augusta, Michigan for the 2009 
Retreat From Harsh Reality.  

Behind the scenes, before Retreat officially opened, the 
Kalamazoo Eat & Critique group (Lynette Curtis, Dawn Bartley, 
Maris Soule, Annette Briggs and myself) assembled the goodie bags 
and Retreat folders.  On Friday afternoon, the Book Basket 
Assembly crew did an outstanding job of arranging the raffle books 
and organizing innovative themes for the auction baskets.  Thanks to 
Lynette, Dawn, Maris, Cynthia Arends, Florence Price, Lucy Kubash, 
Donna Garrison, Cathy McClain, Cindy Spencer Pape and Anne 
Marie King-Jakubiak, for volunteering your time and talents.   

Lunch and laughter in the Pub downstairs was enjoyed by many 
as we caught up on each otherôs lives and made new friends.  
Smiling faces and happy hearts continued to arrive all afternoon as 
we prepared to pamper our writing muses and our spirits. 

The Registration Committee, consisting of Maris Soule and 
Florence Price, handed out canvas goodie bags filled with authorsô 
promotional items, the Retreat folder and a name badge wallet to 
Retreat guests as they arrived.  Florence used her talents to design 
the professional-looking name badges and for her reward, she now 
has the job permanently. 

An all-you-could-eat pizza buffet followed by the not-to-be-
missed Dessert Bar oozing with chocolate goodies, organized by 
Donna Garrison, ensured that we were ready to tackle the first 
activity of the evening - the Ice Breaker.  After a round of getting to 
know your fellow Retreat attendees by finding out who matched the 
tidbit descriptions (Elizabeth Dyhouse took top honors for her 
charismatic, efficient method of interviewing other attendees!), we 
moved on to part two - the improvisation skit portion.   

After dividing guests into four teams, a captain from each group 
was chosen to select the cards identifying the characters, the genre, 
a nervous habit and a prop.  Two squares of toilet paper were given 
to each team in case they received a crappy idea and wanted to 
select up to two new cards from the remaining stack of suggestions.  
Each skit was graded on originality, comedic value, use of their 
prop(s), and involvement of team players for a total of 20 points per 
judge.  A perfect score was 60.  All teams performed very well, with 
two teams, Teams 2 and 4, tying for first place with 59 points.  Team 
4 (Lucy Kubash, Cathy McClain, Lana Miersen and Dawn Bartley) 
was awarded five extra points for making one judge laugh so hard 
she cried at their ability to write a skit that combined a cheese grater, 
the writing genre of inspirotica, and being hard of hearing, along with 
a tape measure.  I doubt any of us will regard a cheese grater in the 
same way ever again!   

 

RETREAT FROM HARSH REALITY 2009 

A RECAP 

 
By Julie McMullen, Retreat Chair  
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By 2007 Angel Award Recipient Lana Miersen  

 

 
Last year, when I heard my name announced as the 2007 

Angel Award recipient, I was truly surprised.  I fully expected to 
hear someone elseôs nameðsomeone whom I believe has been 
overlooked for far too long.  When a volunteer does so much, for 
so long, and does it so well, we tend to take that person for 
granted.  We expect nothing less, and so we donôt realize the 
enormity of that volunteerôs contribution to our chapter. 

Iôm pleased to report that this year, chapter members and the 
members of the Angel Award Selection Committee finally saw the 
light.  Our 2008 Angel received the most nominations on record.  
Nancy Gideon, our 2002 Angel, rightly stated that the Angel Award 
isnôt only about having the most nominations; itôs also about having 
the volunteer spirit to raise that hand when no one else will.  Our 
2008 Angel has both. 

When I read through all the complimentary things our 
members had to say about our 2008 Angel, I realized I could use 
many of them to spell out the word Angel to describe our 2008 
honoree.  I know itôs corny, but I really slaved over this, so please 
bear with me. 
 
A is for her Amazing Attitude, which is upbeat, if slightly irreverent, 
that sets the carefree and friendly tone of our meetings and helps 
to make our chapter the envy of others. 
 
N is for the Numerous times she served on the Board (in a Number 
of capacities), the Numerous committees she chaired, the 
countless Number of other jobs she volunteers to do, and for 
Never saying No when asked to help another member in Need. 
 
G is for her Generous spirit, befriending and supporting other 
writers, and frequently Giving talks on a variety of topics at our 
monthly Gatherings. 
 
E is for her Effervescent personality, her Encouragement of other 
writers, and for her Endless Efforts to promote our chapter at 
conferences and conventions Everywhere. 
 
-and- 
 
L is for the Laughter she generates, with her quick wit and 
irrepressible humor that Lightens the mood at our meetings and at 
Retreat, and makes her a special part of the heart and soul of our 
chapter.  She is our friend, our cheerleader, our volunteer 
workhorse, our chapterôs ambassador-at-large, our comma queen, 
our court jester, our song parody troubadour, our auctioneer for 
life, our resident authority on the history and social impact of 
cursing, and now she is our Angel too. 
 
It is my honor and privilege to present the 2008 Angel Award to 
LAURIE KUNA. 

 

THE 2008 MMRWA ANGEL AWARD FOR SERVICE 
Presented on April 25, 2009  

 

2008 Angel Award Recipient Laurie Kuna 

 Angel Award Recipients Laurie Kuna (2008), Maris 

Soul (2001), Nancy Gideon (2002), Dawn Bartley 

(2005) and Lana Miersen (2007)  Not Pictured:  Leila 

Davis (2003), Lucy Kubash (2006) and Loralee 

Lillibridge (2004) 



 Page 8                                  May 2009            Mid - Michigan Mirror  
 

 

Dawn Bartley proudly displays her sartorial masterpiece 

that helped raise $112.00 for the YWCA Shelter. 

RETREAT FROM HARSH REALITY 2009 
List of Donors 

 
MMRWA would like to thank the following authors, editors, 
publishers, bookstores and friends for their donations to the Mid-
Michigan RWA© Book Basket Raffle and Auction and/or for 
providing goodies for our attendees.  All proceeds of the Raffle 
and Auction go to the Kalamazoo YWCA Domestic Assault 
Center. 
 
 Elizabeth Amber 
Cynthia Arends/Ariana Skye 
Lorna Barrett 
Dawn Bartley 
Rosanne Bittner 
Jackie Braun 
Eileen Ann Brennan 
Annette Briggs 
Joely Sue Burkhart 
Diane Burton 
Michelle Celmer 
Eleanor Cocreham 
Dorchester Books (Diane 
  Stacy) 
Evangeline Collins 
Dana Corbit Nussio 
Flavia Crowner 
Lynette Curtis 
Lisa Dale 
S.J. Day 
Thea Devine 
Carol Ann Didier 
Liz Fielding 
Lori Foster/ L.L. Foster 
Angie Fox 
Judith Gilbert 
Spencer Glenn, Senior Editor 
  Wild Rose Press / Yellow 
  Rose Line 
Linda Goodnight 
Nancy Haddock 
Jessica Hart 
Michele Hauf 
Jennifer Haymore 
Jasmine Hayens/Jennifer 
Skully 
Elysa Hendricks 
Margo Hoornstra 
Paty Jager 
Melissa James 
Michele Jensen w/a Emma 
  Lai 
 
 
 
 

Esther Jiran 
Virginia Kantra 
Catherine Kean 
Vanessa Kelly 
Shar Koenig 
Lucy Kubash 
Liana Laverentz 
Patricia Lazarus, Lazarus Art 
Donna Liptrot, WaldenBooks 
Susan Lyons 
Cathy McClain 
Susan Meier 
Lana Miersen 
Maryann Miller 
Donna McAteer 
Julie McMullen 
Stacey Netzel 
Brenda Novak 
Pamela Palmer 
Nina Pierce 
Michelle Pillow 
Florence Price 
Joanne Rock 
Amy Ruttan 
Barbara Scott 
Helen Scott Taylor 
Karna Small Bodman 
Jeri Smith-Ready 
Maris Soule 
Judy Spagnola, Book Trends 
Cindy Spencer Pape 
Debra St. John 
Pamela Thibodeaux 
Star Toth 
WaldenBooks 
Rhonda Penders, Editor-In-
Chief / Wild Rose Press 
Sharon Wildwind 
Carolyn Woolston 
 




