
  

Our November speaker Mary Deneau was three years old when 
she attended her first Muzzle Loaders Festival at Greenfield Village, 
dressed in a little pioneer dress and sun bonnet. Her father has 
always been a history and gun enthusiast and passed his passion for 
the past on to her.  Not long afterward, he joined the North-South 
Skirmish Association, an organization dedicated to Civil War period 
shooting competition and preserving America’s heritage, and their 
family spent many summers skirmishing and touring battlefields. 

Prior to 1992, when many documented cases surfaced of women 
who fought in the Civil War dressed as men, the only competition 
open to the ladies was a dress competition.  In the United States, 
this contest has become one of the most highly regarded for 
authenticity. Contestants are judged on having the proper 
appearance of the 1860s: proper sewing techniques, undergarments, 
shoes, accessories and hairstyle. 

Mary is still an N-SSA member today. She loves to shoot and she 
loves to make period costumes. She made her first period dress 
when she was twelve and started collecting antique clothing and 
accessories when she was fifteen.  She has entered competitions 
herself and has also sewn for others.  In her portfolio, she has first 
place, second place and honorable mention awards at both 
Greenfield Village and national N-SSA competitions. 

Mary has been an invited speaker at several educational talks 
and has displayed her collection at Civil War exhibits. She enjoys 
researching all periods of dress, but Civil War fashion is her passion, 
and she loves to share her knowledge of it. 

Travel back in time with Mary Deneau on Saturday, November 
15, 11:30 a.m., at Brewster’s Junction in Kalamazoo. RSVP to 
program chair Lynette Curtis, lynettemichelle@yahoo.com, so we 
may have an accurate head count. Directions to the meeting are on 
page 2.  MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Civil War Dress 
Presentation at 
November 15th 
Meeting 
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provide continuing support for writers 
within the romance publishing 
industry. 
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November Meeting 

Directions 

Brewster’s Junction,  
5135 South Portage Road 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 344-0600 
 
From the North: Merge onto US-131 South to I-94 

Merge onto I-94 E via EXIT 34A toward 
DETROIT for 4.1 miles. Take the PORTAGE 
RD exit- EXIT 78- toward KILGORE RD. 0.3 
miles. Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE RD. 0.1 
miles. Go 1/4 mile South moving immediately 
into the left turn lane and turn left at that next 
light. Brewster’s is at that intersection and will 
be immediately on your right as you turn. Turn 
right into Brewster’s parking lot. End at 
Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage St, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

 
From the West: Merge onto I-94 E going toward 

Detroit. Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- 
toward KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT 
onto PORTAGE RD 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile 
South, moving immediately into the left turn lane 
and turn left at that next light. Brewster’s is at 
that intersection and will be immediately on your 
right as you turn. Turn right into Brewster’s 
parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. 
Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 

 
From the East:  Merge onto I-94 W toward 

JACKSON. When nearing the Kalamazoo area, 
Merge onto E KILGORE RD via EXIT 78 toward 
PORTAGE RD. 0.3 miles. Get into the left lane 
as you approach the ramp stoplight. This is a 
“Michigan Left” intersection; go through the 
intersection in the left lane and then take the U-
TURN to come back and turn right, going south 
on Portage Road. Go 1/4 mile South, moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at 
that next light. Brewster’s is at that intersection 
and will be immediately on your right as you 
turn. Turn right into Brewster’s parking lot. End 
at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage St, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

 
From the South:  Take US-131 N. Merge onto I-94 

E via EXIT 34A toward DETROIT. 4.0 miles. 
Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward 
KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto 
PORTAGE RD. 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South, 
moving immediately into the left turn lane and 
turn left at that next light. Brewster’s is at that 
intersection and will be immediately on your 
right as you turn. Turn right into Brewster’s 
parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. 
Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 

Holiday Party, End of Year 
Business Meeting in December 

The Holiday Party / End of Year Business 
Meeting will take place at La Señorita Restaurant in 
Lansing at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 13, 
2008. We’ll install the 2009 Board of Directors and 
will have our annual holiday gift exchange (optional, 
$10 maximum expenditure). 
 

Directions to La Señorita Mexican Restaurant 
2706 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing, MI 

Phone: 517-485-0166 
 
From the North  (Mt. Pleasant): Take US-127S to 

Lake Lansing Road Exit #79 and get into the exit 
ramp’s middle turn lane. At the traffic light at the 
end of the exit ramp, turn RIGHT onto Lake 
Lansing Road. Get into the left turn lane 
immediately and turn LEFT at the Kerry Street 
traffic light (a Mobil Service Station will be on 
your left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry (just past 
the Mobil station) and turn LEFT again into La 
Señorita’s parking lot. 

From the South  (Ann Arbor, Jackson, Kalamazoo): 
Take I-94 to US-127N / I-496N. Take Exit 8, 
127N toward Flint/Clare to Lake Lansing Road 
Exit #79. From the exit ramp, turn LEFT at the 
traffic light onto W. Lake Lansing Road. Turn 
LEFT at the second traffic light onto Kerry St. (a 
Mobil Service Station will be on your left). Take 
the first LEFT off Kerry (just past the Mobil 
station) and turn LEFT again into La Señorita’s 
parking lot. 

From the West  (Grand Rapids): Take I-96E to 
merge onto I-69E via Exit #89 toward Flint/Clare. 
Go 10 miles. Merge onto US-127S via Exit #89A 
toward E. Lansing. Go 3.2 miles to Lake Lansing 
Road Exit #79 and get into the exit ramp’s middle 
turn lane. At the traffic light at the end of the exit 
ramp, turn RIGHT onto Lake Lansing Road. Get 
into the left turn lane immediately and turn LEFT 
at the Kerry Street traffic light (a Mobil Service 
Station will be on your left). Take the first LEFT 
off Kerry (just past the Mobil station) and turn 
LEFT again into La Señorita’s parking lot. 

From the East  (Brighton): Take I-96 West to merge 
onto US-127N / I-496N via Exit #106B toward 
Downtown Lansing. Take Exit 8, 127N toward 
Flint/Clare to the Lake Lansing Road Exit #79. 
From the exit ramp, turn LEFT at the traffic light 
onto W. Lake Lansing Road. Turn LEFT at the 
second traffic light onto Kerry St. (a Mobil Service 
Station will be on your left). Take the first LEFT 
off Kerry (just past the Mobil station) and turn 
LEFT again into La Señorita’s parking lot. 
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2008 MMRWA Meeting and 
Program Schedule 
MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of 
Grand Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday 
luncheon meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local 
restaurants and are open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch 
(optional) and the programs start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is 
no charge for the meeting and program; luncheon charges are the 
responsibility of the individual attendees. 

January 19January 19January 19January 19 (Lansing):  Taxes and the Writer. Kathy Rampe of 
H&R Block, speaker. 

February 16February 16February 16February 16 (Kalamazoo): A Soldier’s Story. Heather and 
Curtiss Austin, married Marine reservists who spent time in 
Iraq, speakers. 

March March March March 15151515 (Grand Rapids): So You’re Published, Now What? 
Loralee Lillibridge, speaker. 

April 18April 18April 18April 18----20202020 (St. Ives Resort, Stanwood, MI) Retreat From Harsh 
Reality; Cindy Dees, 2008 keynote speaker. 

May 17May 17May 17May 17 (Grand Rapids): Special Event — “Working with an 
Agent,” Michelle Grajkowski of 3 Seas Literacy Agency, 
speaker.  Members only, by registration; not open to the 
public. 

June 21June 21June 21June 21 (Kalamazoo): Psychic Investigations. Kathy Condor, 
speaker. 

JulyJulyJulyJuly: No meeting. 
August 16August 16August 16August 16 (Lansing): Buying Romance. Borders Romance 

Buyer Sue Grimshaw, speaker. 
September 20September 20September 20September 20 (Grand Rapids): Subplotting to Success. Lisa 

Childs, speaker. 
October 18October 18October 18October 18 (Kalamazoo): Write What You Love, Love What 

You Write. Nancy Gideon, speaker. 
November 15November 15November 15November 15 (Kalamazoo): Mary Deneau, Civil War Dress 

Presentation. 
DecembDecembDecembDecemberererer (Lansing): End-of-Year Business Meeting and 

Holiday Party. 

Calendar & Reminders 

NO V E M B E R   

15: New Postmark/E-entry deadline 
for the 2009 MMRWA Happily Ever 
After Contest. 

   - Election of 2009 MMRWA Board 
of Directors. 

30: Deadline to submit final page of 
manuscript in the 2008 I Will Write 
a Book Challenge 

D E C E M B E R  

13: Due date for 2008 Year-end Board 
Reports and Committee Reports & 
Submission Deadline for 2008 
Board and Committee Expenses. 

 

HEA Contest Winner Sells! 

Saturday, November 15, is MMRWA’s 
Board of Directors Election Day. The 
candidates for the 2009 Board are: Lucy 
Kubash, president; Lynette Curtis, vice-
president; Ami Weaver, secretary; and 
Roger Nelson, treasurer. 

Make sure to vote and be sure to thank 
our slate of candidates for volunteering to 
govern the chapter. An official ballot and 
voting instructions are on the last page of 
this issue of the Mirror . MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Congratulations and best wishes for 
success to Joanne Tynan! Joanne, the 2007 
HEA Contest winner in the Mainstream with 
Romantic Elements category, recently sold 
her winning manuscript. Figuring it Out 
With Grace  sold to editor Bill Connor at A-
Argus Better Book Publishers and will be 
published under the same title early in 2009. 

Here is Joanne’s Email message to us: 
I just wanted to thank you all again for 

the Happily Ever After Contest. I won last 
year for Mainstream with Romantic 
Elements (Figuring it out with Grace) and 
wanted to let you know that I just contracted 
that novel for publication early next year!! 
So, thank you again and let all the judges 
know that it will be out next year so they can 
read more if they want to...I always want to 
read more when I judge good ones. 

Thanks again, 
Joanne Tynan 

$125 Million Settlement in 
Authors Guild v. Google! 

On October 28, 2008 the Authors Guild, 
the Association of American Publishers and 
Google announced the landmark settlement 
of Authors Guild v. Google, regarding 
Google’s Library Project. For complete 
details of the settlement and details of future 
revenues for published authors, go to 
www.authorsguild.org and click on the 
Advocacy tab for related links. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

2009 Board Election 
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2008 OFFICERS 
 

President 
Annette Briggs 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president 
Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Co-Secretaries 
Jennifer Kamptner & Ami Weaver 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2008 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover 

Nancy Gideon, Editor 
covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest 
Catherine McClain 
contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy 
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 
Library 

Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule 
Meetings/Programs 

Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition 
Lana Miersen and Florence Price 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lana Miersen 

Mystery Gifts 
Roger Nelson 

Newsletter Editor 
Lana Miersen 
mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Nancy Gideon & Loralee Lillibridge 

Perseverance Fund 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity 
Chair Needed 

Retreat From Harsh Reality 
Pam Trombley, Chair 
retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair 
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison 
Lana Miersen 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

The President’s 
Two Cents Worth 

By Annette Briggs 

First of all, I want to say thank you to my fellow 
chapter mates for the experience of being your 
president. As an introvert, it’s not the kind of thing I’d 
normally think of myself doing. That was one of the best 
things about it. Another good thing about being president 
was that I was in a position to learn what things could 
really help us function. There are a couple of bylaw 
tweaks that I think will serve our chapter. 

One thing I believe would help us is for members to 
be allowed to serve on the board again after a certain 
waiting period—one, two, or four years—whatever the 
chapter is comfortable with. This would still protect us 
from unhealthy monopolies and still allow for the able 
and willing to serve again. We will eventually have no 
one left who is eligible to hold office if we don’t consider 
this change. 

Another thing I hope we will consider is the policy of 
president-elect. The term of president would be a two 
year term with the next president elected at the end of 
the first year of the president’s term. The president-elect 
would then be a party to the processes of the office and 
be prepared to take over without a learning phase. I 
think this will also make the idea of holding the office 
less formidable.  

The concept of treasurer-elect might be equally 
useful. 

At one time, I thought I would go back to being 
newsletter editor, a job I totally loved. But the time has 
come for Florence Price to do that, and she has my 
blessing. I can hardly wait to enjoy that January 2009 
issue. 

You will be in good hands with Lucy Kubash as 
president. So, I’m going to focus on selling my stories 
and hatching a few others. I love that too. 

All the best, 

Annette 
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[The Kalamazoo YWCA Domestic Violence Program is our chapter’s designated charitable project. The 
Y’s In-kind Needs List follows. Please take your donations to the November meeting so the Y may have 
them in enough time to distribute for the holiday season. –Ed.] 

The YWCA in-kind needs list is updated quarterly; however, its in-kind needs change on a daily basis. 
If you have questions or would like more information, please contact the YWCA at (269) 345-5595. 

Critical Needs: 
Personal Items (male and female) 
African-American hair products (call for suggested 
items) 
Deodorant 
Perfume/Cologne/Body Spray 
Make-up (for all skin tones) 
 
Supplies: 
Kleenex 
Paper Towels  
Laundry Soap 
Bleach 
Disposable plates, spoons, bowls, cups 
 
New Clothing: 
Children (all sizes):  boots, snow pants, coats, 
underwear, pajamas, socks & sweat pants 2T-6. 
Women (all sizes):  coats, boots, underwear, 
pajamas, bras, socks & sweat pants 4x-6x. 
Teen boys:  underwear, coats, gloves, hats, socks, 
hooded sweat shirts, etc. 
 
Baby Items: 
Diapers/Pull-ups (larger sizes)  
Wipes  
Baby/Toddler Clothing  
Baby/Toddler Toys 
 
Art Supplies:  
Construction Paper  
Poster Board  
Non-Toxic Paint  
Markers  
Colored Pencils 
 
Batteries  (all sizes)  

Bus Tokens  
 
Food (Any perishable and non-
perishable), especially:  
Cereal  
Granola Bars  
Cereal Bars  
Crackers  
Snack foods with a shelf life (box or 
canned)  
100% fruit juice in cans or frozen 
 
Toys:  
Cultural diverse toys & dolls (especially 
African-American and Latina)  
Learning toys (especially for ages 0-5)  
Books for children & young adults 
(especially those that include diversity)  
Radio/CD Players  
Toys for boys 12+ and teenage girls 
 
Other Items:  
Cookbooks (fast recipes with few 
ingredients) 
Ping Pong table 
Volleyball net 
Game Cube 
Game Cube controllers 
Game Cube games (Rated E) 
Foosball table 
Teen books 
DVDs/CDs 
 
* The YWCA is always accepting old cell 
phones and empty ink cartridges (from 
printers).   
** Note:  Please no violent, racist 
and/or sexist items. 

  

YWCA of Kalamazoo In-Kind Needs List 

YWCA KAL AMAZOO • 353 E. MICHIGAN AVE. 
KALAMAZOO, MI 49007 

EMAIL:  info@ywcakalamazoo.org 
PHONE: 269-345-5595 • FAX: 269-345-8230 
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I LOVE to write.  Anything.  From e-mails to family Christmas letters, to subtle 
threats to credit card companies who’ve charged me an undeserved late fee. 
Books.  Lots of books.  Fifty and change of them. Writing is my life’s passion. 

Writing is about passion. I’m not talking romance here but a different kind of 
love affair, one with language, with words, words that create pictures and 
emotions, that carry readers away with a sense of place and time that doesn’t 
exist except in the pages of your book. 

On my desk at home, not my desk at work, I have these two reminders that 
structure my writing life: “Living the Dream”  and “Never, Never, Never Give 
Up” , (if it’s good enough for Churchill, it’s good enough for me).  I had to do the 
second in order to have the first.  No matter how frustrated I get with the red tape 
and restrictions of New York, no matter how tired I am dragging out of bed at 
5:00 a.m. then going on to the weekday 9 to 5, I’m doing what I love. Every day. 
And failure isn’t an option. It’s not even in the equation.  Because I would 
continue to write even if I never sold another word. Because I can’t NOT write. 

“Passion” is often confused with desire or the will to win.  They aren’t the 
same thing.  Passion fuels and sparks ambition.  It’s drive.  It’s love. It’s an 
irresistible pull in the direction of fulfillment.  Passion isn’t bogged down in the 
“How’s” (How will I find the time? How will learn the necessary skills? How will I 
get the money I need?)  Passion is finding the “What.” What you’re passionate 
about.  The main reason people don’t get what they want is because they don’t 
KNOW what they want.  

“When you follow your bliss . . . doors will open w here you would not 
have thought there would be doors; and where there wouldn’ t be a door for 
anyone else.”—Joseph Campbell. 

We need to focus, fellow writers.  The joy has to be in the process, in the day-
to-day, because that’s where we live. Not the end results where we have no 
control. We live in the process, in the effort of putting butt in chair, words on 
screen.  We, as writers, get so caught up in the PR, the networking, the 
marketing, we forget the joy. The WHY we write. 

“The biggest mistake people make in life is not mak ing a living at doing 
what they most enjoy.”—Malcolm Forbes. 

A 2005 study showed that only 20% of American workers are passionate 
about what they do.  That leaves 80% unhappy, dissatisfied and unfulfilled.  
Every day.  Day after day. Trudging along with the same ole same ole.  Because 
they’ve accepted that that’s the best they’ll ever have.  They’ve settled for what 
they can get instead of what they could have. Because they’re lazy? Because 
they’re unmotivated?  Maybe, but more likely is they’re scared.  They’re afraid of 
taking that risk involved in living the dream. 

I’m not a risk taker.  I’m an uber conservative. Change is scary.  Risk is scary.  
For 18 of the last 22 years of my writing career, I’ve had a safe, predictable and 
solid career.  When my former agent told me ten years ago that it was time to 
jump from category to single title, I dug in my fingernails and took the lesser, 
dependable contract, staying where I was instead going where I could be, where 
I should be. I missed my window. 

We, as writers, are our own worst enemies .  We need to get out of our 
own way .  We tell ourselves we’re taking the safe route, the secure path, when 
we’re actually avoiding the fear of taking that risk of following our passions. 
Fueling that fear are falsehoods that we learn from childhood: false ideas, false 
concepts and false beliefs.  “I’m not smart enough.” “I can’t do it.” “I’m not good 

October Program Recap: Write What 
You Love, Love What You Write 

by Nancy Gideon, Speaker 

A Romantic Times Career 
Achievement in Historical 
Adventure and HOLT 
Medallion winner, and the 
author of more than fifty 
novels, Nancy Gideon's writing 
career is as versatile as the 
romance market. Her books 
range from historicals and 
regencies to contemporaries, 
horror and the paranormal. 
She's a former MMRWA vice 
president and newsletter editor 
and works full time as a legal 
assistant. 

Nancy Gideon 

We, as writers, are our 

own worst enemies.  We 

need to get out of our own 

way. 
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enough, disciplined enough.” “I can’t afford it.” “I’m too young/ too old.” “I’ll never 
be as good as . . .” Blah, blah, blah.  Even though these things AREN’T true, we 
believe them in our heads and refuse to listen to our hearts and we’re paralyzed. 
Your life is created first in your mind, then in the world. 

Success is hard work.  Passion is not a given.  It has to be cultivated and 
nurtured.  It’s like good sex; it requires commitment, creativity and practice.  
What do you want?  Where do you start?  Write what you know.  Write what you 
love. 

Julie Leto gave an excellent speech at the 2003 RWA conference on “The 
Book of My Heart or The Book of My Voice”.  Look it up.  Read it.  It has some 
wonderful insights into finding the power of your voice, that natural rhythm and 
flow of pace and style and poetry that sometimes can get dried up by your 
internal editor, by writing the book of the wallet instead of the book of the heart. 
Or better yet, that unique book of your voice. 

Voice is that direct path of your passion onto the page. It’s what you know, 
what you understand, what you’re confident about, feel intimately with all your 
senses.  It’s your strengths. And no two people have the same ones. I’ve written 
the books of the wallet for years.  It wasn’t until let go of the fears and owned my 
strengths that those Books of My Voice surfaced. 

I discovered an interesting book called The Passion Test  by Janet Bray 
Attwood and Chris Attwood.  I’m not much for self-help motivational books but 
this one had come to the heart of the matter, truths about finding that inner fire by 
living with INTENTION-ATTENTION-NO TENSION. It made sense.  

Intention is the active decision to focus on what we want in our lives, what 
we’re passionate about.  Passions aren’t goals.  Goals come from discovering 
what our passions are.  Passions are process.  Goals are outcomes.  What do 
we want? What are we good at, do best? What excites you; what turns you on? 
What do you like to do?  What kind of people do you enjoy being with?  These 
are clues to purpose. Intention is a conscious decision and commitment to 
achieving and living the life we want to have. When you decide on your 
intentions, your passions don’t get bogged down in the obstacles, in the Hows.  
Think only of the What. 

Attention is the focus on what you want and the actions it takes to obtain and 
retain your intention.  When you pay attention, you’re choosing to put your 
energies in one direction instead of a scatter shot of half-recognized wants.  The 
brain can only focus on 7 chunks of information at a time and will filter out 
anything else that you try to force upon it.  Focus on what you truly desire.  The 
clearer the focus, the stronger the conscious attention, the stronger the pathways 
to success–positive OR negative. 

No Tension comes when you embrace your choices. The Zen Zone. In that 
calm, that’s where inspiration and creativity thrive. You’re living in the now, not 
the what was, the what ifs that shut off positive energy. It’s when you concentrate 
so fully on your loves, your purposes that the rest falls away. It’s “Don’t sweat the 
small stuff” or “This too will pass” beliefs that allow you to step over self-defeating 
behaviors to find true joy. 

I took the biggest risk of my career (so far!). I drew I line in the sand at what I 
wanted and turned down a tasty contract because I knew I couldn’t let a Book of 
My Voice become merely a book of my empty wallet. There was so much at 
stake that when I thought about it, I could hardly breathe. I had no guarantee of 
another sale.  No idea how I was going to survive financially without that income. 
But sometimes, like Indiana Jones, you step out on faith expecting that path to be 
there and it sustains you.  

Take bold steps, not blind steps. 

Voice is that direct path of 

your passion onto the page. 

It’s what you know, what you 

understand, what you’re 

confident about, feel 

intimately with all your 

senses.  It’s your strengths. 

And no two people have the 

same ones. 

Write What You LoveWrite What You LoveWrite What You LoveWrite What You Love . . . continued on Page 12 

The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 13. 
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October Member News 

Cynthia Arends:  Wings of Desire  is a finalist in the FFandP On 
the Far Side contest. It's going to be read by agent Caren 
Johnson. I took 3rd place in the PASIC BOYH. I seem to 
have an affinity for 3rd place. LOL. The manuscript formerly 
known as Lord Andrew's Match  is a finalist in the OKRWA 
Finally a Bride contest! 

Dawn Bartley:  Finished judging one contest, ready to jump into 
ours. 

Tereasa Bellew:  Submitted a full to Wild Rose Press. Waiting to 
hear back. Halfway through a new manuscript. Having fun 
with it. Read Sweetheart  by Chelsea Cain. Wow! Great book! 

Annette Briggs:  Bought a book to help me create my current 
hero, struggling to keep on track. 

Lisa Cardle:  Hard at work on a Celtic paranormal, plus revisions 
on two category romances and a YA. Plan at least two 
submissions by year's end if upcoming Nov. surgery doesn't 
cause a delay. Also taking Oct/Nov online classes from Celtic 
Hearts related to my current WIP. 

Lynette Curtis:  Queried Avon, got a rejection from them but at 
least they rejected me before they saw my writing! ☺ 
Submitted my full to HQ Kimani this week. Writing next WIP. 

Rohn Federbush: Received a check for $75.00 from the Detroit 
Writers' Guild for a Second Place Contest Win for short story 
"Cat and Mouse." Nearing completion of the first rough draft 
of fifteenth novel, The Third Recorder's Way . 

Nancy Gideon:  Finalized contract for 3 books with Pocket and 
registered for PASIC Conference. 

Lucy Kubash:  Looking over formatted book before it goes to 
galley form. News from The Wild Rose Press is that all books 
over 45k will now be published in E-book and print 
simultaneously. Wrote article about Wisconsin conference for 
the Mirror . 

Loralee Lillibridge:  Waiting for agent to submit a full to Special 
Edition. Working on second ms in Hill Country Women series. 
Signed up for workshop with Allison Brennan. Registered for 
PASIC conference in NYC in March. 

Julie McMullen:  I’m currently rewriting An Orphan’s Way , the 
first book in a fantasy series. I’m still waiting to hear from an 
agent on two partials submitted in June. 

Lana Miersen:  HP serviced and returned my notebook PC and 
I’ve been busy setting it back up and catching up with 
everything I put off while it was gone. Not much writing except 
for the newsletter, but I did a lot of reading. 

Roger Nelson:  Running for treasurer. 
Florence Price:  Due to a very busy summer, I’ve not had much 

time to devote to my WIP, but I’m hoping to be able to begin 
spending a couple of hours a day working on it. 

Maris Soule:  Three agents have a partial or full of Beekeeper’s 
Daughter  but no word from any. Received a nice royalty 
check from Five Star and am working on the sequel to The 
Crows . MMMMMMMMMMMM 

November  

01010101  Lisa Cardle 
      Susan Charnley 
      Ami Weaver 
07070707  Alyssa Marble 
14141414  Irene Atkinson 
19191919

  Johanna Atwood Brown 

December  

03030303 Tereasa Bellew 
05050505 Lucy Kubash 
07070707 Malea Powell 
08080808 Amy B. Olle 
09090909 Alison Hart 
20202020 Flavia Crowner 
22222222 Meredith Cassing 
26262626 Kathleen Tyson 
31313131 Katie McClain 
     Connie Smith 

—CHAPTER CHATTER— 
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Members’ Current and Upcoming 
Releases—Autumn / Winter 2008 

Jackie Braun:   The Tycoon's Christmas Proposal , Harlequin 
Romance, November 2008. 

Dawn McClure:  Azazel , Samhain Publishing, November 2008. 
Cindy Spencer-Pape:  Always a Cowboy  (print novel) and “All 
the Way Back” in the print anthology Wild Wayback Nights , 
Wild Rose Press, November 2008. “Georgie and the Dragon” in 
the anthology Brits in Time , Total-E-Bound, November 2008. 
Whispers of Magic  and Elven Magic  (Mistletoe Magic series), 
Ellora’s Cave, December 2008. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

[While we’re on the subject of our authors’ books . . .] 

It's that time of year again—time to 
enter Greater Detroit RWA's Annual 
Booksellers’ Best Award! 

The 2009 Booksellers’ Best Award is a published authors’ 
contest for books published in 2008, sponsored by the Greater 
Detroit Romance Writers of America. The judges are librarians and 
booksellers from around the country. 

Authors may enter online or via snail mail. Entries must have a 
2008 copyright or first US printing and a minimum word count of 
50,000. The entry form and fee must be postmarked by January 
15, 2009. 

An entry form containing more specific contest guidelines may 
be downloaded and/or printed from the following URL: 
http://www.gdrwa.org/bba_entryform2009.pdf. 

If you have any questions, feel free to drop BBA Chair Patti 
Shenberger a line at pattishenberger@comcast.net. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
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—THE WRITING LIFE— 

The Writing Experience 

By Rosanne Bittner 

I just thought I'd offer some comments about a conference at 
which I spoke on September 28th.  Lucy traveled with me to 
Wausau, Wisconsin (nearly an eight-hour drive) for the Wisconsin 
Regional Writers’ Association's fall conference.  I was the keynote 
speaker that Sunday morning, and to be honest with you, when I 
first agreed to speak I had it fixed in my addled brain that this was 
the Wisconsin Romance Writers of America.  So, of course, I was 
prepared to talk about writing romance.  It wasn't until a couple of 
months before the conference that my brain finally saw what my 
eyes did when I signed up—Wisconsin Regional Writers’ 
Association. 

I studied the roster of other speakers and their topics—one on 
how to use the Internet to a writer's advantage; one on poetry; one 
on the history of WRWA and so forth.  An entire spectrum of 
writing is represented by their group, which, by the way, is sixty 
years old and a much respected writing association throughout the 
State of Wisconsin.  They have numerous chapters all over the 
state, similar to RWA, except just in Wisconsin. 

When Lucy and I attended a writers' reading workshop that 
Friday night, we didn't expect much.  I figured, and I think Lucy did 
too, that this would just be a group of wannabes who would read 
their material, thinking they were the greatest writers ever born. 

Well, we sure were surprised!  The majority of those who read 
their own material were very, very talented.  Those who read just a 
portion of a story left me wanting to read the rest of the story.  One 
man could be the new Stephen King for young adults.  A woman 
read a short story about meeting a soldier in the lobby of a theater 
and learning about the things that haunt him from the war.  It was 
so touching, I nearly cried. She read the part of the soldier and the 
woman speaking with him so well, that my first thought was that 
she should be an actress.  Talk about reality.  One young girl (I 
think she was sixteen) read part of a short story told from the 
perspective of a teenager, and the writing was absolutely as 
professional as a person could ask for. 

Throughout this conference, we heard poetry, we learned some 
very interesting things about the history of Wisconsin and WRWA, 
and we heard non-romance stories. Overall, it was a very 
enjoyable conference, which got Lucy and me to thinking that it's 
not a bad idea for us and all RWA members to attend such 
conferences once in a while. 

It was actually refreshing to listen to ideas that were not related 
to what we write.  These other ideas were so interesting that they 
actually nudged my creativity in other directions and made me 
realize that writing doesn't have to be all about romance.  I think it 
did the same for Lucy. 

We've been so immersed in romance for so many years that I 
think we sometimes forget all the other avenues that are open for 
writing —not just romance writing, but writing .  It reminded me 

Rosanne Bittner 
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that what I love is writing —the idea of it, the love of it, the 
thousands and thousands of subjects one can write about.  It 
reminded me that each individual has had unique life 
experiences they can write about and perhaps help others who 
read what they have to say.  We all come from different 
backgrounds, different nationalities, and different areas of the 
country that others might not understand or know about.   

At any rate, I just want to suggest to our members not to 
ignore conferences that are not related to romance.  Such 
conferences can be very inspiring.  Besides that, you meet a 
whole 'nuther group of people who might not have heard of you, 
so it's a great opportunity to advertise what you  write and to find 
new readers. 

I gave my talk, and although I pointed out that I'm a romance 
writer, I talked about the love  of writing and how writers should 
write from the heart , no matter what kind of writing they are into.  
Everyone seemed to really enjoy the talk, and I met some very 
friendly people who were extremely interested in meeting a multi-
published author.  They had lots of questions about publishing. 
No matter what we write, we all have the same problems when it 
comes to getting published. 

So—write on!  Write from the heart.  Feel free to explore 
other avenues of writing to keep the creative juices flowing.  You 
might be surprised to find you enjoy writing outside the romance 
theater. Try attending a weekend workshop or an evening 
meeting of writers, perhaps right in your own area. Be open-
minded about what they write, realizing that there is a lot of talent 
out there in the general public. Many just write because they love 
to write, not because they're bent on getting published.  It's a 
refreshing experience.   

And by the way, I've joined the Wisconsin Regional Writers’ 
Association.  They publish a very informative journal every 
quarter, and I truly feel I will benefit by joining their group.  Their 
web site is www.wrwa.net, if you want to take a look. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Rosanne Bittner is the author of 57 published novels over the past 25 
years, nearly all of them set in America's Old West, many involving 
Native Americans, and a few set against the Civil War.  She's won 
numerous writing awards and her book, Song Of The Wolf, was a 
1993 RITA nominee. Her latest release is a reissue of Walk by Faith 
from Steeple Hill. Visit Rosanne at her website: 
www.rosannebittner.com. 
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New Perspectives on Writing 

by Lucy Kubash 

The Wisconsin Regional Writers’ Association’s fall conference brought 
together writers from all over that state, as well as surrounding areas, and 
provided for a very interesting weekend. They are a wonderfully versatile group 
facing many of the same challenges familiar to all of us—how to get published, 
how to stay published and how to nurture their creativity. 

Workshops ranged from poetry readings by young adult writers to one on 
corporate writing. While I wasn’t sure I would ever be interested in writing in 
those fields, it was interesting to hear the poets read their work and to learn 
about a totally different kind of writing for the business world. 

I soon discovered how energizing it was to talk and share experiences with 
writers outside our own genre. The writers I talked to were eager to hear about 
MMRWA and how we handle different issues in running our chapter. I gave one 
of their board members our website address so they could get a better idea of 
who we are and what we write.  

One thing that impressed me was the number of writers’ groups that exist 
within the State of Wisconsin. They had a big map with pins marking the 
locations of all their groups, and it started me thinking—do we have that many 
groups within our own state?  If so, why don’t we hear about them? I’m hoping to 
do a little research and see what other ones may exist. 

I think it would certainly be to our advantage to reach out to any other groups 
and see if they would be interested in an informal exchange of thoughts and 
ideas. I’m not sure how we’d go about it, but we are also a very creative group, 
and I’m sure we can come up with some ideas. 

More than ever, writers of all genres need to join together and support one 
another. Today’s publishing climate is changing dramatically, and we need to 
stay abreast of all those changes. I think stepping outside our own romance 
writing niche every now and then can help us keep our writing fresh and our 
minds open to other avenues of publishing. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Lucy Kubash 
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Write What You LoveWrite What You LoveWrite What You LoveWrite What You Love . . .continued from page 7 

Your steps toward writing what you love, loving what you write and living a life 
of passion are 1) Intention.  Without a path, you don’t have goals, you just have 
wishes.  2) Finish what you start.  Don’t quit before success has a chance to find 
you. What if Edison had given up on the 98th attempt? Your mind will only get 
cluttered with those dangling projections, those obstacles, until you complete 
them. Keep your promises to others. 3) Hang with like-minded individuals who 
understand and share your passion. I’m convinced my critique group was holding 
up that path when I took my first shaky step.  4) Learn how to learn. Develop 
skills. Be open to new experiences. Knowledge alone isn’t enough.  Apply that 
knowledge. 5) Keep inspired. Tack up goals and affirmations where you can see 
them. Have a CD of music that pumps you up or puts you in the mood. Read 
self-help books like The Passion Test . Attend conferences and workshops. Walk 
in the woods; get your hands in the dirt. Talk to people. Live and enjoy. 
Imagination is the greatest motivator.  See yourself where you want to be.  
Visualize that path. Concentrate on it; believe it.  6)  Reevaluate your priorities.  
Things change.  Needs, desires and wants evolve. Experiences, even failures, 
make us stronger and allow us to put aside what didn’t work. Keep your options 
open.  Maybe a change in direction is needed.  Paths fork and sometimes they 
come to a dead end. Use your strengths and support system to make new 
choices and to follow them. 7) Take risks. You CAN do something about your 
situation. You CAN live that passionate life.  You CAN live the dream.  Dream it; 
do it. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Lucy Kubash became a 
published author 25 years 
ago, selling to Woman’s 
World magazine. She is an 
MMRWA member and the 
author of Chance’s Return. 
Visit her website at 
www.lucynaylorkubash.com. 
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Most chapter years begin on a note of Hail and Farewell: 
we welcome incoming board officers and committee chairs and 
bid farewell to outgoing officers and chairs. We thank them all 
for their past and future service to the Chapter. 

Annette Briggs, 2007 and 2008 chapter president, ends her 
second term in December. Prior to serving as president, she 
was our newsletter editor for four years. She steps down for a 
well-earned and much-deserved break. 

Catherine McClain, 2008 treasurer and 2007 secretary, 
leaves the board to concentrate on chairing the HEA Contest 
committee with Lisa Childs (former v.p. and treasurer) and Wil 
Emerson (former president). 

All four candidates for the 2009 Board of Directors are 
running unopposed. Two current board members are running 
again: Vice-president Lynette Curtis and Secretary Ami 
Weaver. Joining them: Lucy Kubash as president and Roger 
Nelson as treasurer. Lucy, a past vice-president and treasurer, 
is no stranger to the board. Roger is the lone newbie. 

After staging one triumph after another for seven years, 
Retreat Chair Pam Trombley has turned in her podium. As 
Retreat From Harsh Reality Chair from 2002 to 2008, Pam’s 
dedication, enthusiasm, creativity, and her organization and 
management skills brought Retreat to a laudable level of 
excellence and enhanced its standing in the RWA community 
of writers. Pam has earned the right to rest on her laurels. Julie 
McMullen, who has chaired the Retreat Book Sale and the 
Welcome/Ice-breaker committees, volunteered to be our new 
Retreat Chair. 

This issue of the Mirror  will be my last as editor. The 
original plan was for me to substitute for Annette for one year 
while she served as president. It turned into two years when 
she agreed to run for a second term. In 2009, the Mirror  will 
have a new editor, Florence Price, who wants to contribute to 
the Chapter and who volunteered to take over as editor so 
Annette could have that much-needed break from chapter 
service. [I’ll still have my hand in as website liaison, so be sure 
to keep sending me those Member Milestones and Upcoming 
Releases for the website.] 

I want to express my thanks for the kind words many of you 
have said about the newsletter during the past two years. It 
was a labor of love for me and an opportunity to give back to 
the chapter doing what I love—writing and editing. 

Now and in the future, I suggest we all follow Nancy’s and 
Rosanne’s advice: write what you love and love what you 
write, and write from the heart. And, may I add, reward 
yourself occasionally with chocolate—lots of chocolate.  It 
doesn’t get much better than that. ☺ 

Lana Miersen, EditorLana Miersen, EditorLana Miersen, EditorLana Miersen, Editor    

2020202007070707----2008200820082008    

Hail and Farewell Submission Guidelines 
Topics:  writing-related—business/marketing, 

craft, how-to, interviews with industry 
professionals, book reviews, member news, 
member bios, members’ latest releases, 
and program recaps, etc. 

Manuscripts:  single-spaced, readable 12 pt. 
black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format. 

Deadline:  the 2nd Saturday of the month, 
unless otherwise stated. Member News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day).  

The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer 
our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to 
edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, 
size requirements, etc., and content with 
author’s approval. 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, 
and the article’s author. Non-RWA® groups 
must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its individual members. Market 
information contained herein does not 
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to check market report accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit 
professional writers’ organization incorporated 
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
minutes, treasurer’s reports, and other legal 
documents of the corporation are published 
online in the files section of the restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of America®. Copyright ©2008 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America.  All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated. 

Non-members seeking information about 
Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us. 

—THE LAST WORD— 

Policy 

Chapter Information 



 

Mid-Michigan Mirror 
 

Page 14 November/December 2008 
 

 

 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror 
Mid-Michigan RWA 
P. O. Box 2725  
Kalamazoo Mi 49003-2725 
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November/December 2008 Mid-Michigan Mirror  

Official Ballot 
Mid-Michigan RWA #12 

2009 Board of Directors Election 
Complete and return by November 15, 2008 

(Voting by proxy is not permitted.) 
 

If voting by mail, send to: 
MMRWA 2009 Election 
P.O. Box 2725 
Kalamazoo MI 49003-2725 

If voting by Email, send to: 
MMRWABUSINESS-owner@yahoogroups.com 

If voting via Fax, send to: 
517-651-9762 

2009 CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE 
PRESIDENT 
� Lucy Kubash  
� Write-in Candidate* ________________________________ 

 
VICE-PRESIDENT 
� Lynette Curtis (Incumbent) 
� Write-in Candidate* ________________________________ 

 
SECRETARY 
� Ami Weaver (Incumbent) 
� Write-in Candidate* _______________________________ 

 
TREASURER 
� Roger Nelson  
� Write-in Candidate* ________________________________ 

 
*Permission must first be obtained from the write-in candidate before 
entering his/her name on the ballot. 


