
 
 
 
 

THE INS AND OUTS OF A CRIME LAB 
 
By Lynette Curtis 
Vice-President and Program Chair 
 

We'll meet at 11:30 AM on Saturday, November 21, 2009 at Brewster‘s 
Junction in Kalamazoo, MI.  Please RSVP to Lynette Curtis at 
lynettemichelle@yahoo.com so we may have an accurate headcount.  Directions 
to Brewster‘s Junction are on page 2. 
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November Meeting Directions 
 

Brewster’s Junction 

5135 South Portage Road 

Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

(269) 344-0600 

From the North:  Merge onto US-131 South to I-94. 
Merge onto I-94 E via EXIT 34A toward DETROIT for 
4.1 miles. Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- 
toward KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto 
PORTAGE RD. 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at that 
next light. Brewster‘s is at that intersection and will be 
immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right into 
Brewster‘s parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 
5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

From the West:  Merge onto I-94 E going toward Detroit. 
Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward 
KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE 
RD 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South, moving immediately 
into the left turn lane and turn left at that next light. 
Brewster‘s is at that intersection and will be 
immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right into 
Brewster‘s parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 
5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 

From the East: Merge onto I-94 W toward JACKSON. 
When nearing the Kalamazoo area, Merge onto E 
KILGORE RD via EXIT 78 toward PORTAGE RD. 0.3 
miles. Get into the left lane as you approach the ramp 
stoplight. This is a ―Michigan Left‖ intersection; go 
through the intersection in the left lane and then take 
the U-TURN to come back and turn right, going south 
on Portage Road. Go 1/4 mile South, moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at that 
next light. Brewster‘s is at that intersection and will be 
immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right into 
Brewster‘s parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 
5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 

From the South:  Take US-131 N. Merge onto I-94 E via 
EXIT 34A toward DETROIT. 4.0 miles. Take the 
PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward KILGORE RD. 
0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE RD. 0.1 miles. 
Go 1/4 mile South, moving immediately into the left 
turn lane and turn left at that next light. Brewster‘s is at 
that intersection and will be immediately on your right 
as you turn. Turn right into Brewster‘s parking lot. End 
at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, 
MI 49001. 

 

Holiday Party, End of Year 

Business  Meeting in December 
 

The Holiday Party / End of Year Business Meeting 
will take place at La Señorita Restaurant in Lansing 
at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 12, 2009. 
We‘ll install the 2010 Board of Directors and will 
have our annual holiday gift exchange (optional, $10 
maximum expenditure). 

 
From the North (Mt. Pleasant): Take US-127S to Lake 

Lansing Road Exit #79 and get into the exit ramp‘s 
middle turn lane. At the traffic light at the end of the 
exit ramp, turn RIGHT onto Lake Lansing Road. Get 
into the left turn lane immediately and turn LEFT at 
the Kerry Street traffic light (a Mobil Service Station 
will be on your left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry 
(just past the Mobil station) and turn LEFT again into 
La Señorita‘s parking lot. 

From the South (Ann Arbor, Jackson, Kalamazoo): 
Take I-94 to US-127N / I-496N. Take Exit 8, 127N 
toward Flint/Clare to Lake Lansing Road Exit #79. 
From the exit ramp, turn LEFT at the traffic light onto 
W. Lake Lansing Road. Turn LEFT at the second 
traffic light onto Kerry St. (a Mobil Service Station will 
be on your left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry (just 
past the Mobil station) and turn LEFT again into La 
Señorita‘s parking lot. 

From the West (Grand Rapids): Take I-96E to merge 
onto I-69E via Exit #89 toward Flint/Clare. Go 10 
miles. Merge onto US-127S via Exit #89A toward E. 
Lansing. Go 3.2 miles to Lake Lansing Road Exit 
#79 and get into the exit ramp‘s middle turn lane. At 
the traffic light at the end of the exit ramp, turn 
RIGHT onto Lake Lansing Road. Get into the left 
turn lane immediately and turn LEFT at the Kerry 
Street traffic light (a Mobil Service Station will be on 
your left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry (just past the 
Mobil station) and turn LEFT again into La Señorita‘s 
parking lot. 

From the East (Brighton): Take I-96 West to merge onto US-
127N / I-496N via Exit #106B toward Downtown Lansing. 
Take Exit 8, 127N toward Flint/Clare to the Lake Lansing 
Road Exit #79. From the exit ramp, turn LEFT at the traffic 
light onto W. Lake Lansing Road. Turn LEFT at the second 
traffic light onto Kerry St. (a Mobil Service Station will be on 
your left). Take the first LEFT off Kerry (just past the Mobil 
station) and turn LEFT again into La Señorita‘s parking lot. 

 

La Señorita Mexican Restaurant 

2706 Lake Lansing Road 

Lansing, MI 

Phone: 517-485-0166 
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2009 MMRWA Meeting and 

Program Schedule 
 
MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of Grand 

Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday luncheon 

meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local restaurants and are 
open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch (optional) and the programs 

start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is no charge for the meeting and 

program; luncheon charges are the responsibility of the individual 
attendees. 

 

January  No chapter meeting.  The Board will meet 

January 17 with a snow day date of January 24. 

February 21 (Lansing)  Writing Short: Writing and 
Marketing a Short Story Romance.  Speaker will be 
Margo Hoornstra. 

March 21 (Grand Rapids)  Synopsis Workshop given by 

Maris Soule. 

April 24-26  Retreat From Harsh Reality will be held at 
Yarrow Golf and Conference Resort in August, MI.  
Speaker will be Thea Devine. 

May 16 (Kalamazoo)  Building a Website.  Speaker will be 

Jamie Lynn Groos.  

June 20 (Grand Rapids) Special Event:  Debra Dixon will 
present her Book-in-a-Day Workshop, which covers 
GMC and The Hero's Journey.  The workshop will run 
from 10:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.  Please Note:  There is a 
fee for this workshop; advance registration and 
payment is required for attendance.  There will be no 
registration at the door on the day of the event. 

July  No chapter meeting. 

August 15 (Lansing)  The When, How and Why of Writing 
a Series for Series Romance.  Speaker will be Lisa 
Childs. 

September 19 (Kalamazoo)  Writer Power:  Feeling 
Impotent in the Restrictive Market.  Speaker will be  
Alison Hart (AKA Jennifer Greene). 

October 17 (Grand Rapids)  MMRWA Idol. 

November 21 (Kalamazoo) The Ins and Outs of a Crime 

Lab.  Speaker will be Jerry Luedecking.   

December 12 (Lansing) End-of-Year Business Meeting 
and Holiday Party.   

Calendar & Reminders 
 
November 
 
21 Ballots Due for Board Election 
 
 
 
 

The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer‘s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 14. 

2010 MMRWA Board  Election 
 
 
Saturday, November 21, is MMRWA‘s Board of 
Directors Election Day.  The candidates for the 
2010 Board are: Lucy Kubash, president; 
Florence Price, president-elect; Margo 
Hoornstra, vice-president; Donna Garrison, 
secretary; and Roseanne Bittner, treasurer.  
Make sure to vote and be sure to thank our 
slate of candidates for volunteering to govern 
the chapter.  An official ballot is on page 7 of 
this issue of the Mirror, which can be printed 
and brought to the meeting.   
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The President’s Corner 

―Better to write for yourself and have no public, than to write for the 
public and have no self.‖ Cyril Connally (writer, literary critic) 

Recently, I heard the above quote on one of my favorite TV shows and 
had to write it down, because it struck a chord with me.  How many times 
have we heard fellow writers talk about writing the book of their heart?  How 
many times have we thought about writing that book ourselves but have 
been swayed by what the publishers currently want?  I‘m sure for many of 
us there is a book lurking inside that begs to be written but that for whatever 
reason might not sell today, tomorrow or ever.  The truth is, writers like to 
be published and we like to be paid for our work. We need to be and should 
be paid, but in order for that to happen, we have to write something that an 
editor likes and that a publisher will put out there for the public to buy.  So 
we follow the market and try to figure out the next trend and write what we 
think will sell.  Sometimes we‘re lucky and we hit the nail on the head.  An 
editor takes notice and we are encouraged to revise and resubmit.  Then 
we sell and it‘s a thrill like no other, and we continue to write and sell and 
life is good.  But all along, still in the back of our mind, is that book.  That 
one book we know we were born to write.  Do we take the chance and the 
time to write it, not knowing how it will turn out?  Do we keep putting it on 
the back burner, because it‘s not a sure sell?  

Every story or book we write can and should be a book of our heart, 
because it‘s only when we put our heart into something that it truly comes 
to life.  But there comes a day when we simply must write the book that we 
know may not have a public; we must write it, if just for self.  Maybe then is 
when we truly know what it means to be a writer. 

On a different note, it‘s hard to imagine this year has almost come to an 
end.  Personally, it‘s been a difficult year for me, but I will say that having 
the chapter business to keep my mind busy at times has been a blessing.  I 
think it‘s been a good year for MMRWA.  We are 25 years strong and still 
growing.  We have welcomed new members this year and welcomed back 
others.  A number of us were able to attend the national conference in D.C. 
We had some awesome programs, including the Debra Dixon workshop, 
and some very helpful ones put on by our own members, as the MMRWA 
Idol program last month.  I would like to thank Lynette, Ami and Roger for 
serving on the board with me in 2009; Nancy and Loralee for their work as 
PAN Liaisons; Lana for everything she does; Florence for doing a wonderful 
job with the newsletter; and Julie for heading up Retreat from Harsh Reality. 
There are simply too many members to mention here, so thank you to 
everyone who chaired a committee or who worked behind the scenes to 
make our chapter meaningful for all of us.  I truly look forward to serving as 
president in 2010 with our new board and to continue to keep our chapter 
the best in RWA.    

 
Happy Writing! 

              Lucy 

By Lucy Kubash 

2009 OFFICERS 
 

President 
Lucy Kubash 

info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president 
Lynette Curtis 

meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Secretary 
Ami Weaver 

info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer 
Roger Nelson 

treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover Editor 

Nancy Gideon 

covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest 
Catherine McClain 

contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy 
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 

Library 
Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule 

Meetings/Programs 
Lynette Curtis 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition 
Lana Miersen & Florence Price 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lana Miersen 

Mystery Gifts 
Catherine McClain 

Newsletter Editor 
Florence Price 

mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Nancy Gideon & Loralee Lillibridge 

Perseverance Fund 
Roger Nelson 

treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity 
Margo Hoornstra 

Retreat Chair 
Julie McMullen 

retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair 
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison 
Lana Miersen 

info@midmichiganrwa.org 
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Lucy Kubash, Candidate for President 
I have been a member of Mid-Michigan RWA since 1984 and have served 
previously as Vice-President, Treasurer, Co-Librarian, Publicity Chair, and as 
President for the past year. It‘s been a learning experience but an interesting one, 
and I‘d like to serve a second year to help the chapter carry out the changes that 
are coming our way. They will present a challenge, as we find new ways to 
promote our chapter and our authors, but I know we are up to it. We are a group of 
incredibly talented authors, and I‘ve always been proud to say I‘m a member of 
MMRWA. 

2010 MMRWA Board of Directors Election Guide 
The Candidates 

Florence Price, Candidate for President-Elect 
I‘ve been a member of Mid-Michigan RWA since 2008 and have served as Editor 
for the Mid-Michigan Mirror since the beginning of 2009.  I love being a part of the 
MMRWA Chapter.  The workshops, meetings, and (of course) the yearly Retreat 
have all been wonderful experiences for me, and I feel that these experiences have 
enriched my life.  I‘d like to serve as President-Elect in the coming year (and as 
President after Lucy‘s term is up), because I‘d like to give something back to the 
Chapter and help it to continue to offer the opportunities to learn and grow and the 
fellowship I‘ve enjoyed since joining the MMRWA.  

 

Margo Hoornstra, Candidate for Vice-President 
Nearly thirty years ago, as an aspiring romance author, I was introduced to a 
relatively new writers‘ organization, Romance Writers of America®, through a local 
chapter near Detroit. (The city where I was born.) Meeting many others like myself 
around the state—or more accurately, seeing so many fellow romance writers come 
out of the woodwork—I was urged to help expand the group, and became a co-
founder of Mid Michigan Romance Writers of America®. At that time, I was 
President of MMRWA and served as Promotions Chairman of the National RWA 
conference held in Detroit. 
A few years, and six unpublished novels later, disillusioned by too many rejection 
letters coupled with too little time, I ‗went corporate‘ as I call it, into public relations. 
The job did allow me to continue writing, but in the form of magazine articles, 
television scripts and speeches. Unfortunately, I lost touch with my RWA friends in 
the process. 
My short stories, essays and poems have been published in Woman’s World, 
Country Woman and Grit. And, after reconnecting with MMRWA, I have more short 
stories, and a full length novel out this month, published through The Wild Rose 
Press. 
Biologically, I am wife to one, mother to four, mother-in-law to three and 
grandmother to two, soon to be three. Empty nesters by choice, my husband Ron 
and I live in a little town west of Lansing. 
I‘m pleased and flattered to be asked to once more serve such a special group. 
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Donna Garrison, Candidate for Secretary 
As a middle school student growing up with the Metro-Atlanta area, Donna‘s 
aspiration was to be a writer.  She filled many notebooks with fiction and non-fiction 
articles ranging from stories about the dozen roses her 6

th
 grade teacher received in 

class to op-ed pieces about current events to sports blotters about the Atlanta 
Falcons.  Alas, she was told to grow-up and choose a real career.  Years down the 
line and several careers, states and degrees later, Donna returned to writing in 2009. 
The support, resources and inspiration of the MMRWA have helped her start to think 
of writing as a career again.  Donna resides in Hastings where she can often be 
found writing while trying to keep track of the schedules of her husband and 
daughter, petting their spoiled Aussie-Collie mix and trying to figure out what to fix for 
dinner. 

Roseanne Bittner, Candidate for Treasurer 
ROSANNE BITTNER has had 57 books published since 1983 and is the recipient of 
numerous writing awards, including the prestigious WILLA Literary Award given by 
Women Writing the West, for her book, WHERE HEAVEN BEGINS, a gold rush story 
set in the Yukon.  Rosanne loves American history, especially stories of the Old West 
and Native Americans.  Her fictional novels always include real locations and real 
history, all told through fictional characters who reflect the kind of courage and 
sacrifice it took to settle America. Many of her titles have been printed in foreign 
languages, including Russian, Norwegian, Italian, German, Taiwanese and France, 
where she is extremely popular.  Rosanne has taught many workshops at writers' 
conferences and is available for public speaking.  She and her husband Larry have 
two grown sons and three grandsons.  They live in Coloma, Michigan but spend part 
of their winter in Las Vegas, Nevada, from where they often travel for research.  
Rosanne is a member of Women Writing the West, Western Writers of America, the 
Oregon-California Trails Assoc., Mid-Michigan Romance Writers, Romance Writers of 
America, (who nominated Rosanne's novel, SONG OF THE WOLF for a Rita award in 
1993) and the historical societies of Nebraska, Oklahoma and North Berrien Co. 
(Michigan).  She is very active in her local Lioness Club, which does charity work for 
Rosanne's community.  She also helps do reports and book work for two family 
businesses.  

2010 MMRWA Board of Directors Election Guide 
The Candidates - Continued 
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 MMRWA BOARD ELECTIONS 
2010 BALLOT 

 
 

Following are the nominees for MMRWA‘s 2010 Board Members.  Please indicate YES or 

NO after each Nominee‘s name and return by email to Secretary Ami Weaver by email  

(HYPERLINK "mailto:writerlygirl@comcast.net" writerlygirl@comcast.net) or printed and 

mailed to the PO Box (MMRWA Ballot, PO Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 49003-2725).  They 

may also be hand-delivered to Ami at the November meeting. 

 

           

 

PRESIDENT: Lucy Kubash   Yes   □ No   □ 

   

PRESIDENT-ELECT: Florence Price  Yes   □ No   □ 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Margo Hoornstra  Yes   □ No   □  

 

SECRETARY: Donna Garrison   Yes   □ No   □  

 

TREASURER: Roseanne Bittner   Yes   □ No   □ 
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The following article was published in the November issue of Midwest Muse, newsletter 
of Midwest Fiction Writers (MFW).  It may be used or forwarded by RWA chapters with 
proper attribution to Tamara and MFW. 

By Tamara Hughes 
 
If I‘m not published, why waste time promoting 
myself?  Wouldn‘t my time be better spent writing 
my novel?  While there is no question writing is 
the most important thing an author can do, two 
questions must be answered: Is it possible some 
degree of self-promotion can help me to get 
published?  AND If I do no promotion now, will I 
be behind the game once I do have a book to 
sell? 
 
Ultimately your voice, plot, and characters will 
sell the book you‘ve been working so hard to 
create.  And yet, this is a tough business. Getting 
an agent or editor‘s attention at times seems 
impossible.  I admire the work of many authors 
who have not been able to get the notice they 
deserve.  So what gives?  What does it take to 
push yourself over that wall at a time when 
agents and editors are overwhelmed with 
submissions?  Promoting yourself will not 
guarantee a sale, but could it tip the scale in your 
favor?  If an agent sees you are serious about 
making writing a career through your web site 
and your involvement in the writing community, 
perhaps they would be more apt to give you a 
chance.  Maybe, maybe not. 
 
Recently, I was a finalist in the American Title V 
competition.  Sponsored by the Romantic Times 
BOOKreviews magazine and Dorchester 
Publishing, this contest posted book excerpts and 
relied upon public voting to decide a winner.  And 
winning meant a publishing contract.  This was a 
high stress situation.  What started out as an 
affirmation of my writing quickly turned into a race 
to learn promotion in order to get enough votes 
not to be eliminated from the competition.  During 
this time, I learned a few lessons.  
 
A web site is essential.  Luckily, I had one set up 
mere months before the voting started.  I cringe 
to think if I had to put one together while the 
stress was eating at me.  Secondly, if you would 
like to use blogging as a tool for promotion, 
getting an audience takes time and a lot of work. 

It‘s not something that can be done quickly.  Lastly, 
networking is the name of the game.  The more 
people you become acquainted with, the more 
interest that develops in you and your work. Interest 
that can result in votes, or sales.  
 
I haven‘t sold yet, but I imagine that once the call 
arrives, the time crunch is on.  Not only will promotion 
become a priority, there will be revisions and edits 
needed, and possibly a second book to prepare.  In 
the months before your book is released, will you 
have time and energy to position yourself for 
optimum sales? 
 
This is a complicated issue, and everyone needs to 
decide for him- or herself.  Join us, November 14th, 
when a panel of published and unpublished authors 
will discuss the merits and pitfalls of promotion as 
well as the methods of marketing. 
 
Tamara Hughes is an active PRO member of the 
Midwest Fiction Writers, a chapter of RWA.  She 
writes historical and urban fantasy romance.  If 
you have questions, you can contact her at 

www.tamarahughes.com 

Promotion for Unpublished Authors 
Why Bother? 

http://www.tamarahughes.com/
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The following article first appeared in the September 2009 SMOKE SIGNALS 
newsletter for the Smoky Mountain Romance Writers. Permission granted to forward 

and reprint with proper credit given to author and newsletter. 

By Carolynn Carey 
 

I was in college when I fell in love with 
Georgette Heyer‘s Regency-set novels. Devil‘s 
Cub was my favorite. I could read it over and over 
and always enjoy it. 

But I had many other favorites too: The Grand 
Sophy, The Corinthian, and Regency Buck for 
example. In retrospect, what amazes me is how 
much I enjoyed those books when there were so 
many terms in them I didn‘t truly understand—
terms such as "reticule," "curricle," "postilions," 
and many others. 

There were also situations that were new to 
me. In Devil‘s Cub, the hero makes a mistake 
when he carelessly addresses a note to Miss 
Challoner when he intended it to go to the younger 
(and wilder) sister, Miss Sophia. (I‘ve since 
learned that the eldest single daughter in a family 
would always be Miss Lastname, while younger 
daughters would be Miss Firstname.) 

Fortunately, Miss Heyer was such an excellent 
writer that it was not necessary for me to 
understand every word and every social nicety to 
enjoy her books. However, a few years later when 
I decided to try my hand at writing Regencies, I 
realized I would need to dramatically increase my 
knowledge about that era. 

When I first attempted to find information about 
the Regency era, the Internet was in its very 
earliest stages and not a magnificent source of 
information the way it is today. Thus, I checked the 
libraries and found books that covered events of 
the period but not a great deal about the social 
world. Eventually I discovered a newsletter 
devoted to the period with articles written by other 
Regency writers, which was helpful. Still, Ihad 
many questions for which answers were not 
readily available. 

Now, fortunately, many writers have 
researched the Regency period and made the 
information available on their websites. In addition, 
I joined RWA‘s Beau Monde chapter, which has 
been a blessing. I can‘t imagine trying to write 
Regencies without access to that chapter‘s loop. 
Any question one wants to ask the other writers 
there will be answered quickly and thoroughly. 

There are, however, drawbacks to possessing 
so much information. One suchdrawback is the 
occasional need to decide between total accuracy 
and the comfort level of the modern reader. 

For example, a recent discussion on the Beau 
Monde loop involved the words "hall" or "hallway." 
The consensus is that what we would refer to as a 
"hallway" today was called a "corridor" in Regency 
times. 

And as yet there is no real consensus on what 
women in that period called the garments in which 
they slept. It seems that "night rail" was more a 
dressing gown than what we would consider a 
nightgown. 

As it happened, I learned these facts while 
writing a Christmas novella that will appear in an 
anthology to be published by Cerridwen Press in 
early December this year, and I had used the 
words "hallway" and "nightgown" in my 
novella. 

I could have gone back and changed those 
words but decided not to do so.  After all, most 
readers will neither know nor care that "hallway" 
would have been called a "corridor," at least in my 
opinion. 

After all, if I could read and enjoy Georgette 
Heyer when there were probably dozens of words 
in her books that were unknown to me, surely 
modern readers won‘t object to an occasional 
"nightgown" and "hall" in my Regencies. At least I 
hope that‘s true. 

Sometimes I feel as though I‘ve gone from a 
scarcity of information to a glut. And that‘s when I 
decide it‘s important that I step back and decide 
that enough is enough. After all, if using the correct 
(but no longer current) word will pull the reader out 
of the story, then I vote for the 
modern word. 
 
Carolynn Carey loves writing Regencies and 
won a National Readers’ Choice Award for her 
traditional Regency, Compromising 

Situations. She also writes contemporaries 
and her most recent, a sweet romance, is 

entitled Dealing with Denver. Dealing with 
Denver is available as a print book on 
Amazon.com 

Researching the Historical  
When is Enough Enough? 

 

http://amazon.com/
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By Sandee Wagner 
 
This November marks the third year that I have 
participated in the National Novel Writers Month 
challenge (www. nanowrimo.org). NaNoWriMo, as 
it's called by insiders, started as a small grassroots 
writing challenge in the San Francisco bay area. 
Each year, more and more writers take the 
challenge and compete against themselves to 
write a 50,000 word novel in just 30 days 
(www.nanowrimo.org/eng/whatisnano). 

Each week, there are emails sent out to 
participants to encourage them on this personal 
journey. Many published authors weigh in with 
their words of wisdom.  

Throughout the challenge, you can network 
locally by picking your region. There are local 
`write ins' sponsored by the regional organizers. 
While I was in the Northern San Diego area last 
year, each Saturday morning was a `write in' held 
at a local coffee shop with wi-fi access. At the end 
of the month, we got together and had a 
celebratory dinner to commemorate a successful 
challenge. 

The NaNoWriMo challenge is short and to the 
point. Write every day. Don't edit. Don't over think 
any plot issues. Just write. Loose your creativity 
and let the word count mount. Once you log in, you 
have the option of just posting a word count, or 
copy pasting your document text into a widget that 
will word count it for you. 

The home page offers links to discussion 
groups on every genre, topic and issue. 

Each year, some of the sci-fi and fantasy 
writers challenge each other with very difficult plot 
twists. Here's one from the Adventure genre 
lounge: 
"Have a character spin a globe to decide their next 
location. 
BP- If their finger lands someplace that they don't 
want to go to, so they call a mulligan. 
DBP- If another character calls them out on that 
and makes them go there.  Have a character 
obtain an exotic pet in an exotic locale. 
BP- If it's a nuisance. 
DBP- If it's a dangerous nuisance. 
TBP- If it's a highly illegal dangerous nuisance. 
QBP- If they get into a lot of trouble because of the 
pet." 

 
If you're like me, you're going to lose some 

writing time figuring out what BP (bonus points), 
DBP (double bonus points) etcetera mean. All 
the forums include fun stuff to entertain you, 
interesting facts to distract you, and lots of great 
resources to save you. 

The home page even contains a 
Procrastination Station for those of us who are 
having trouble getting our `write on'. 

NaNoWriMo creates materials that are 
distributed to the public schools free of charge to 
help teachers encourage young writers. They 
also do a challenge called Script Frenzy for 
those folks interested in writing screenplays. 
This is an organization of writers who are 
encouraging other writers to write. The founder 
of the group, Chris Baty, has even published a 
book on how to write a novel in 30 days 
(amazon.com No Plot Problem - Low Stress 
High Velocity). 

I have spent the last 15 years of my life as a 
technical writer. My biggest problem writing is 
that I will edit forever. Nothing is ever perfect 
enough to submit. NaNoWriMo has forced me to 
just write—not critique, not edit—just write. The 
journey is worth the effort and every step is a 
learning experience.  NaNoWriMo has forced me 
to face my writing roadblocks and has helped 
me to put some of them behind me. 

If it's too late for you to get on the 
bandwagon for 2009, mark your calendar for 
October next year and sign up.  NaNoWriMo is a 
great exercise, an enormouschallenge and all 
around fun. 
 
Sandee Wagner works steadily on her 
manuscript, racking up a stellar daily 
wordcount while expecting to win the Texas 
Lotto any day. She lives in Tulsa, OK where 
she is afraid to put down roots because her 
husband's company transfers him each time 
she does. She has been married to a 
wonderful man for 31 years and he does 
NOT resemble a hero in any way. She has 

three grown children and four grandchildren 
who are perfect, she knows this because she 

wished them on the children involved. 

The following article first appeared in the November 2009 issue of Inklings, the 
newsletter of Romance Writers Ink (Tulsa, OK). Permission to reprint or forward to sister 

RWA chapters granted. 

NaNoWriMo Works For Me 

http://www.nanowrimo.org/eng/whatisnano
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The following article first appeared in the November 2009 issue of the Petal 
Press newsletter of The Yellow Rose Romance Writers (Texas). Permission to 
reprint or forward to sister RWA chapters granted. 
 

How to Get Your  

Writing Motor Running 

By Nikole Berg 
 
What do writer's want? The obvious answer is that 
they want to write. But why is it so difficult for those 
of us who say we are writers to do what we want? 
 
––The pantry (closet, car, attic) needed to be 
cleaned out. 
––The kids. 
––You were hit with a sudden desire to scrapbook 
your child's first five years. 
––The kids. 
––The dog needed a walk. 
––The kids. 
––The first season CD set of the Love Boat just 
arrived in the mail. 
––The kids. 
––You took up yoga (tai chi, voice lessons, the 
ancient art of basket weaving). 
 
Can you guess which one of these is a legitimate 
excuse? They all are. Writers are human and we 
are all faced with a myriad of potential distractions 
that keep us from reaching our goals. 
 
When you find yourself needing to kick-start your 
writing motor, try the following. After all, the only 
way to give your characters motivation is to have 
some yourself. 
 
• Start your writing session with a prompt. Describe 
your favorite meal or holiday. What if you could turn 
invisible whenever you wanted? What would you do 
if you won the lottery? Pick a topic and free write for 
five minutes without stopping. The key is to write 
without editing yourself. Let the words flow and the 
beginning of a story or character may start to take 
shape. 
 
• Another way get the juices flowing is to use 
picture prompts. Pick a picture from a book, 
magazine or the Internet. If the picture is of a 
scene, does a story jump out immediately? If it is of 
a person, can you create a character sketch? 

 
 
• Clustering can help writers formulate ideas for a 
story or character and even scenes. To begin a 
cluster, write the central word in the center of your 
page and circle it. Write down all words that you 
associate with it, even if they seem random at first. 
Analyze the words, looking for patterns in your 
ideas––you may have enough to begin an outline. 
 
• Write about your past. Did you experience 
something terrible growing up?  Write about it, but 
change the outcome. By the same token you can 
write about a positive experience and have it take a 
turn for the worse. You're in the driver's seat! 
 
But what do you do on those days when you just 
can't or won't write? 
 
• One of the most motivating things a writer can do 
is read about the struggle of other writers. Do you 
find any parallels between their life and yours? 
Many accomplished writers work full time, have 
children or both! Try what worked for them and it 
may work for you too. 
 
• Inspire yourself by re-reading the book that made 
you want to become a writer.  Read it critically, 
analyzing how the author transitions from scene to 
scene or makes the characters come to life through 
dialogue. Can you do this in your writing? 
 
Whether you chose to write, read about writing, or 
clean out your pantry, remember that you are the 
only one who can decide how to spend your time. 
That means you may have chosen to tap away at 
the computer for years, receiving rejection after 
rejection, but never giving up hope of making it one 
day. Or it might mean you have a very clean pantry 
(closet, car, attic). 



 Page 12              November/December 2009       Mid-Michigan Mirror 
 

 

—CHAPTER CHATTER— 

MEMBER NEWS 

Annette Briggs – Reaching down into my gut to give my 
WIP characters lots of trouble and attending our 
Kalamazoo cirtitque sessions where I always learn plenty. 

Lila Chandler – Co-writing a nonfiction project with a former 
colleague; writing for The Herald-Palladium; 
and mentally constructing a novel (pre-writing???).  
Meanwhile, hormones are flowing as I'm into my second 
trimester (due on tax day). 

Rohn Federbush – Received a rejection from Steeple-Hill 
for 'NORTH PARISH' the 1818 historical romance.  The 
editor wants the couple to wait until they are born-again 
Christians before they marry.  At present, they marry in 
Chapter Five.  Now postponement of  consummation 
must wait until nearly the end.  Rewrites may be the only 
writing I'll do for the rest of my life. I‘m taking the 'thing" to 
Dayton, Ohio for an AFCW retreat's chance for new 
ideas. 

Melissa Ford Lucken – I recently started an MFA program. 
(Master's of Fine Arts). 

Donna Garrison – Is running for the MMRWA Board 
Position of Secretary. 

Margo Hoornstra – Is running for the MMRWA Board 
Position of Vice-president. 

Laurie Kuna – My 4th book for ImaJinn, FATE'S FORTUNE, 
is now available.  I'll be having a book signing at the 
Lowell Area Arts Council's gallery in December. 

Alyssa Marble – Is taking an online self-editing class. 
Lana Mierson – Had surgery in October and spent two 

weeks in the hospital (post-op complications).  I am now 
at home recuperating and regaining my strength.  I hope 
to get back to writing and to attending meetings very 
soon.  Hugs to everyone. 

Rober Nelson – Looking forward to retirement. 
Florence Price – Working on my WIP and taking a self-

editing class on-line. 
Ami Weaver –  My manuscript, AN ACCIDENTAL FAMILY,  

won first place in the contemporary series category of 
GRW's Maggie Contest.  It also got a request for the full 
from final judge Susan Litman.  I also just learned it 
finaled the East Texas RWA's Southern Heat Contest in 
the series category, so I'm excited about that. In the 
meantime I am writing my fingers off, trying to get AAF 
done and polished.  I've entered it in the Golden Heart as 
well, so must have it done before Thanksgiving to get it 
out the door! 

 

December 
 
03 Tereasa Bellew 
05 Lucy Kubash 
07 Malea Powell 
08 Amy B. Olle 
09 Alison Hart 
20 Flavia Crowner 
22 Meredith Cassing 
26 Kathleen Tyson 
31 Katie McClain 
    Connie Smith 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

November 
 
01 Lisa Cardle 
     Susan Charnley 
     Ami Weaver 
11Alyssa Marble 
14 Irene Atkinson 
19

 
Johanna Atwood Brown 

 
I have this feeling of wending my way or 
plundering through a mysterious jungle of 
possibilities when I am writing. This 
jungle has not been explored by previous 
writers. It never will be explored. It's 
endlessly varying as we progress through 
the experience of time. These words that 
occur to me come out of my relation to the 
language which is developing even as I 
am using it. 
William Stafford 
January 17, 1914 – August 28, 1993 
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—THE FINAL REFLECTION— 

Looking Ahead to 2010 

 
Beginning with the meeting in November, we will welcome 

incoming board officers and committee chairs and say thank 
you and goodbye to outgoing officers and chairs.  

All four candidates for the 2010 Board of Directors are 
running unopposed.  Lucy Kubash is running as incumbent 
president and joining her is myself as president-elect, Margo 
Hoornstra as vice-president, Donna Garrison as secretary and 
Roseanne Bittner as Treasurer.   

Lynette Curtiss and Ami Weaver will each be ending their 
two year terms as vice-president and secretary, and Roger 
Nelson will be leaving the position of Treasurer to gear up for 
his eagerly anticipated retirement.  All three of you rock! 

In the October issue I wrote about how important member 
participation is to our chapter.  That was not just a load of 
whooey.  By serving as your president-elect, I hope to 
encourage some of our members who have not yet held an 
office to please think about taking on some of the 
responsibilities required in order for our chapter to continue.  It 
can be difficult for those of us who are uncomfortable being in 
social spotlights, but I can tell you that it gets easier after you‘ve 
experience the overwhelming goodwill of the members.   

I‘ve spent the past year getting to know more of you and 
finding some very good friends among the membership.  
Because of my membership in this chapter, I‘ve learned many 
things that I feel will help me in my endeavors to finish my WIP.  
I know it can be done, because of the examples set by so many 
of our published authors.  For me, this is just another reason to 
find time to give back to the membership.   

This will be my last issue of the Mirror as editor.  Since  I‘ll 
be serving as your president-elect in the next year, I felt it would 
only be fair to let someone else have the experience of editing 
this wonderful newsletter.  My replacement is as yet 
undetermined…hint, hint.  If one of you would like to try your 
hand at editing, please speak up at the November meeting.  I 
know that who ever it is that takes over will be in for some 
wonderful experiences.   

  I want to express my thanks to all of you who have 
contributed and helped me put the newsletters together during 
my term as editor, and to all of you who have given me your 
kind words of encouragement, I want you to know that those 
words have meant a great deal to me.  Thank you. 

 Our thoughts and prayers go out to Lana during her 
recovery from surgery.  Lana, we love you and hope to see you 
at many, many meetings in the future.   
  

Florence Price – Editor 
 

Submission Guidelines 

Policy 
The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer 

our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to 

edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, 
size requirements, etc., and content with 
author‘s approval. 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, 
and the article‘s author. Non-RWA® groups 
must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its individual members.  Market 
information contained herein does not 
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to check market report accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit 
professional writers‘ organization incorporated 
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
minutes, treasurer‘s reports, and other legal 
documents of the corporation are published 
online in the files section of the restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of America®. Copyright ©2009 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America.  All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated. 

Chapter Information 
Non-members seeking information about 

Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us. 

Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, 

craft, how-to, interviews with industry 
professionals, book reviews, member news, 
member bios, members‘ latest releases, 
and program recaps, etc.  

Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt. 

black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format. 

Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month, 

unless otherwise stated. Member News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day). 
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 Members’ Current and Upcoming Releases 
Summer/Fall 2009 

Lisa Childs: Once A Hero follows up Once A Lawman.  It's a May 09 release and 

Once A Cop is a September release.  www.lisachilds.com 
 

Lucy Naylor Kubash:  Chance's Return, released May 1, 2009, from White Rose 

Publishing.  www.lucynaylorkubash.com 
 

Jackie Braun:  Boardroom Baby Surprise, Harlequin Romance, August, 2009.  

Confidential: Expecting!, Harlequin Romance, December, 2009. 
www.jackiebraun.com 

Cindy Spence-Pape:   Guardian Investigations #2: Wings of the Raven (e-

book) Total-E-Bound, August 17, 2009,  Marry Me, Marietta (e-book) Ellora‘s Cave, 
Sept. 8, 2009, Heroes of Stone #4: Stone and Sky (e-book) Ellora‘s Cave, October 
28, 2009, Nailed in the anthology Carnal Reunions (e-book) Resplendence 
Publishing, November 10, 2009.  www.cindyspencerpape.com 

Margo Hoornstra:  Honorable Intentions is set for an October 16, 2009 release 

from The Wild Rose Press.  www.margohoornstra.com 
 

Arianna Skye:  Wings of Desire available in e-book and at Amazon.com in early 

2010 through Eternal Press.  www.ariannaskye.com 
 
 

http://www.lisachilds.com/
http://www.lucynaylorkubash.com/
http://www.jackiebraun.com/
http://www.cindyspencerpape.com/
http://www.margohoornstra.com/
http://www.ariannaskye.com/

