
MMRWA Idol 
 
By Lynette Curtis 
Vice-President and Program Chair 
 

This is a twist on American Idol. Writers will have an opportunity to have the 
first 250 words of their manuscript judged by our panel of judges (PAN members). 

The writer's manuscript will be read by a volunteer at the October meeting and 
our panel of judges will give their opinion of your opening.  The judges and the 
other members won't know who's work they're hearing (unless they've seen it 
before, of course).  At the end of the competition, the judges will pick their favorite 
opening and that author will win a prize.   

 
While our judges promised they won't be harsh like Simon Cowell, we have to 

remember that this is a critique and they will be honest about flaws they see in 
your opening. 
 
RULES: 

 
1. One entry per member.  If you are interested in more, please let me know and 

depending on the number of entries I receive and if time allows, I'll consider 
multiple submissions.  

2. All entries must be from MMRWA members. 
3. All entries must be 250 words or under in order to qualify. 
4. All entries must be submitted to me at lynettemichelle@yahoo.com by 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009.  If you're interested in more than one submission, 
let me know at the time of your original entry and I will let you know once I tally 
all the entries if I think we'll have time for more than one.  Of course, there is 
no guarantee that your second entry will be submitted for critique. 

5. All submitted entries must be devoid of the author's name and the title of the 
manuscript.  In the body of your e-mail please let me know who the entry is 
from. 

6. All entries must be the author's original work. 
 

While non-members are welcome to attend the program, they will not be able to 
participate. Participation is for members only. 

Questions, comments, concerns? Please direct them to lynettemichelle@ 
yahoo.com and not the loop. 

We'll meet at 11:30 AM on Saturday, October 17, 2009 at Famous Dave‘s in 
Grand Rapids, MI.  Please RSVP to Lynette Curtis at lynettemichelle@yahoo.com 
so we may have an accurate headcount. Directions to Famous Dave‘s are on page 
2. 
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January  No chapter meeting.  The Board will meet 

January 17 with a snow day date of January 24. 

February 21 (Lansing)  Writing Short: Writing and 
Marketing a Short Story Romance.  Speaker will be 
Margo Hoornstra. 

March 21 (Grand Rapids)  Synopsis Workshop given by 
Maris Soule. 

April 24-26  Retreat From Harsh Reality will be held at 
Yarrow Golf and Conference Resort in August, MI.  
Speaker will be Thea Devine. 

May 16 (Kalamazoo)  Building a Website.  Speaker will be 

Jamie Lynn Groos.  

June 20 (Grand Rapids) Special Event:  Debra Dixon will 
present her Book-in-a-Day Workshop, which covers 
GMC and The Hero's Journey.  The workshop will run 
from 10:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.  Please Note:  There is a 
fee for this workshop; advance registration and 
payment is required for attendance.  There will be no 
registration at the door on the day of the event. 

July:  No chapter meeting. 

August 15 (Lansing)  The When, How and Why of Writing 
a Series for Series Romance.  Speaker will be Lisa 
Childs. 

September 19 (Kalamazoo)  Writer Power:  Feeling 
Impotent in the Restrictive Market.  Speaker will be  
Alison Hart (AKA Jennifer Greene). 

October 17 (Grand Rapids) MMRWA Idol. 

November 21 (Kalamazoo)  The Ins and Outs of a Crime 

Lab.  Speaker will be Jerry Luedecking. 

December 12 (Lansing)  End-of-Year Business Meeting 
and Holiday Party. 

2009 MMRWA Meeting and 
Program Schedule 

MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of Grand 

Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday luncheon 
meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local restaurants and are 

open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch (optional) and the programs 

start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is no charge for the meeting and 
program; luncheon charges are the responsibility of the individual 

attendees. 

October Meeting Directions 
 

 

Famous Dave’s BBQ 

1501 East Beltline, NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49525  

616-301-8300 

Directions from Kalamazoo and southwest:: 
Merge on US-131 North. (Approx. 45.2 miles)  
Merge onto I-196 E via Exit 86A toward Lansing. 
(4.2 miles) 
I-196 E becomes I-96 E / MI-37 S. (.1 miles) 
Take the M-37 / E BELT LINE AVE exit- EXIT 38- 
toward M-44. (.3 miles) 
Turn LEFT onto MI-37 / E BELTLINE AVE NE. 
Continue to follow E BELTLINE AVE NE (1.4 miles) 
Make a U-TURN onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / MI-44 
S. (.2 miles) 
End at Famous Dave's: 1501 E Beltline Ave NE, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

Directions from Lansing and points east: 
Take I-96 W toward GD RAPIDS (approx. 52.8 
miles) 
Take the M-44 / E BELT LINE AVE exit- EXIT 38- 
toward M-37 S / M-21. (.3 miles) 
Turn RIGHT onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / MI-44 N. 
(1.2 miles) 
Make a U-TURN onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / MI-44 
S.  (.2 miles) 
End at Famous Dave's: 1501 E Beltline Ave NE, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

Directions from Grand Rapids: 
I-196 E to the M-37 / E BELT LINE AVE exit- EXIT 
38- toward M-44. 
Turn LEFT onto MI-37 / E BELTLINE AVE NE. 
Continue to follow E BELTLINE AVE NE. 
Make a U-TURN onto E BELTLINE AVE NE / MI-44 
S. 
End at Famous Dave's: 1501 E Beltline Ave NE, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

                                                Calendar & Reminders 
 
October 
 
17 MMRWA Idol 
 Meeting at Famous Dave‘s in Grand Rapids 
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The President’s Corner 

It‘s that time of year.  Leaves are falling, flowers have faded, and 
perhaps you‘re savoring the last of the really ripe tomatoes from the 
garden.  Summer is but a memory and soon there will be little goblins 
running about in search of candy.   

It‘s also the time of year when Mid-Michigan begins the process to elect 
the board that will run the organization the following year.  Now that we‘ve 
passed the bylaws amendment to add the position of President-Elect, it 
should be much easier for the next president to take over the reins and 
keep the chapter moving.  

I‘m sure many of you agree that it‘s easy to get bogged down in all the 
technical stuff that keeps a chapter alive and well, and we all hate to give 
up our precious writing time.  But think about what made you decide to join 
RWA

®
 and Mid-Michigan.  You wanted to learn more about the process of 

writing, how to be the best writer you could be, and you wanted to hang out 
with other writers.  Because nobody understands you like another writer.  
No one else wants to listen to you talk about characters and plots and 
dialogue and black moments and resolutions.  No one else can appreciate 
the incredibly high feeling that goes along with typing those two words, The 
End.  How many of your other friends really can commiserate about your 
latest rejection?  How many will listen to you weep and moan about your 
latest round of edits?  How many really care?  But when you come to your 
MMRWA meeting every month, you know you‘re in like company, and you 
know we all care. 

That‘s what we‘re really all about.  Yes, in order for those meetings to 
take place, we have to do all that other stuff that nobody really wants to do, 
but the reason we do it is so we have a place to come and talk and learn 
and belong.  In hanging with other writers, we become inspired and we go 
home fired up, ready to begin that new story, to finish a chapter, to research 
a new market.  How fortunate we are to have MMRWA to give us that push, 
that shot in the arm and to keep us on the writing path. 

 
Happy Writing! 

              Lucy 

By Lucy Kubash 
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Lucy Kubash, Candidate for President 
I have been a member of Mid-Michigan RWA since 1984 and have served 
previously as Vice-President, Treasurer, Co-Librarian, Publicity Chair, and as 
President for the past year. It‘s been a learning experience but an interesting one, 
and I‘d like to serve a second year to help the chapter carry out the changes that 
are coming our way. They will present a challenge, as we find new ways to 
promote our chapter and our authors, but I know we are up to it. We are a group of 
incredibly talented authors, and I‘ve always been proud to say I‘m a member of 
MMRWA. 

2010 MMRWA Board of Directors Election Guide 
The Candidates 

Florence Price, Candidate for President-Elect 
I‘ve been a member of Mid-Michigan RWA since 2008 and have served as Editor 
for the Mid-Michigan Mirror since the beginning of 2009.  I love being a part of the 
MMRWA Chapter.  The workshops, meetings, and (of course) the yearly Retreat 
have all been wonderful experiences for me, and I feel that these experiences have 
enriched my life.  I‘d like to serve as President-Elect in the coming year (and as 
President after Lucy‘s term is up), because I‘d like to give something back to the 
Chapter and help it to continue to offer the opportunities to learn and grow and the 
fellowship I‘ve enjoyed since joining the MMRWA.  

 

Margo Hoornstra, Candidate for Vice-President 
Nearly thirty years ago, as an aspiring romance author, I was introduced to a 
relatively new writers‘ organization, Romance Writers of America®, through a local 
chapter near Detroit. (The city where I was born.) Meeting many others like myself 
around the state—or more accurately, seeing so many fellow romance writers come 
out of the woodwork—I was urged to help expand the group, and became a co-
founder of Mid Michigan Romance Writers of America®. At that time, I was 
President of MMRWA and served as Promotions Chairman of the National RWA 
conference held in Detroit. 
A few years, and six unpublished novels later, disillusioned by too many rejection 
letters coupled with too little time, I ‗went corporate‘ as I call it, into public relations. 
The job did allow me to continue writing, but in the form of magazine articles, 
television scripts and speeches. Unfortunately, I lost touch with my RWA friends in 
the process. 
My short stories, essays and poems have been published in Woman’s World, 
Country Woman and Grit. And, after reconnecting with MMRWA, I have more short 
stories, and a full length novel out this month, published through The Wild Rose 
Press. 
Biologically, I am wife to one, mother to four, mother-in-law to three and 
grandmother to two, soon to be three. Empty nesters by choice, my husband Ron 
and I live in a little town west of Lansing. 
I‘m pleased and flattered to be asked to once more serve such a special group. 
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Donna Garrison, Candidate for Secretary 
As a middle school student growing up with the Metro-Atlanta area, Donna‘s 
aspiration was to be a writer.  She filled many notebooks with fiction and non-fiction 
articles ranging from stories about the dozen roses her 6

th
 grade teacher received in 

class to op-ed pieces about current events to sports blotters about the Atlanta 
Falcons.  Alas, she was told to grow-up and choose a real career.  Years down the 
line and several careers, states and degrees later, Donna returned to writing in 2009. 
The support, resources and inspiration of the MMRWA have helped her start to think 
of writing as a career again.  Donna resides in Hastings where she can often be 
found writing while trying to keep track of the schedules of her husband and 
daughter, petting their spoiled Aussie-Collie mix and trying to figure out what to fix for 
dinner. 

Roseanne Bittner, Candidate for Treasurer 
ROSANNE BITTNER has had 57 books published since 1983 and is the recipient of 
numerous writing awards, including the prestigious WILLA Literary Award given by 
Women Writing the West, for her book, WHERE HEAVEN BEGINS, a gold rush story 
set in the Yukon.  Rosanne loves American history, especially stories of the Old West 
and Native Americans.  Her fictional novels always include real locations and real 
history, all told through fictional characters who reflect the kind of courage and 
sacrifice it took to settle America. Many of her titles have been printed in foreign 
languages, including Russian, Norwegian, Italian, German, Taiwanese and France, 
where she is extremely popular.  Rosanne has taught many workshops at writers' 
conferences and is available for public speaking.  She and her husband Larry have 
two grown sons and three grandsons.  They live in Coloma, Michigan but spend part 
of their winter in Las Vegas, Nevada, from where they often travel for research.  
Rosanne is a member of Women Writing the West, Western Writers of America, the 
Oregon-California Trails Assoc., Mid-Michigan Romance Writers, Romance Writers of 
America, (who nominated Rosanne's novel, SONG OF THE WOLF for a Rita award in 
1993) and the historical societies of Nebraska, Oklahoma and North Berrien Co. 
(Michigan).  She is very active in her local Lioness Club, which does charity work for 
Rosanne's community.  She also helps do reports and book work for two family 
businesses.  

2010 MMRWA Board of Directors Election Guide 
The Candidates - Continued 
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MID-MICHIGAN POWER 

By Alison Hart 

 

―Power—not theirs, OURS.‖ 

What I want to share with you today are some ideas 
about WRITER POWER. 

I know, I know, when you pair those words together, 
it seems like you have an automatic oxymoron.  If you‘re 
a writer, how can you possibly have power?   

But just suck along with me for a little bit. 
First, I want to clarify what I mean…because the 

word ‗power‘ is such a loaded word.  It just seems to be 
one of those words that we all emotionally respond to.    
We either think of it as good or bad, and certainly men 
and women think of it differently.  I suspect most men 
perceive power as something acquired through with 
aggressive behavior, and that there‘s an automatic 
association to money and control. 

But when women talk about power, I think we often 
mean something else.  When we feel powerful, we feel 
SAFER.  When we feel we have power, we feel more in 
control of our lives and our environment.   

And that‘s the kind of power we generally 
seek…that‘s also the kind of writer power I want to talk 
to you about today…the kind of power that gives you 
more control over your life, more feelings of safety in 
what you‘re able—and enabled—to do in your careers. 

And the whole idea of this workshop came about, 
naturally—because most writers feel POWERLESS. 
ESPECIALLY in today‘s volatile and difficult publishing 
climate. 

Nothing I can say is going to change that market.  I 
can‘t make it better.  We can‘t make sense of many 
marketing decisions because they DON‘T make 
sense…and we can‘t run the publishing houses, even 
though, you and I know perfectly well that we could do a 
far, far better job than any of them are doing. 

So that stuff regrettably is off the table.  What‘s on 
the table…is you. 

How do we make the writing career you have right 
now better than it is?  How do we survive the rotten 
publishing climate we‘re all stuck with?   

When I was a novice in this field…the older, wiser 
writers gave ME the old fashioned advice—which was to 
just forget it.  Forget the business side of publishing.  
Don‘t let it get your liver in an uproar, when you can‘t do 
anything about it.  Concentrate on what you DO have 
power over: the content of the book. 

I followed that advice for years, because it worked, 
and if you youngsters weren‘t aware; we have had some 
awful publishing and marketing times before this stretch.  

But this stretch IS different.  The difference, to me, is 
that publishers are acting as afraid as we are. 

We‘re all seeing repercussions of their fear.  They 
seem so afraid of taking chances, that each publisher 
seems to be asking for very NARROW books—books 
that are perceived as very, very specifically for an 
identifiable group of readers.   You‘re not hearing much 
about writing ‗the book of your heart‘ right now….unless 
the book of your heart is in that narrow group of stories 
that include a vampire or a kick-butt heroine or fantasy 
plots or whatever the specific IN trend is today. 

So that‘s the problem.  We always knew we had no 
power over the NY Publishing World…but now we feel 
we have less power over the content and subjects in our 
books, so it‘s pretty hard not to whine.  DO we have any 
power?  And if we do, where the sam hill is it? 

Obviously, I wouldn‘t be standing here if I didn‘t 
believe the answer was a big-loud-YES.   And for today, 
I want to concentrate on three kinds— 

 
THE POWER YOU SIMPLY HAVE, WITHOUT 

HAVING TO DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT— 
 
THE POWER YOU GET SPECIFICALLY FROM 

WRITING— 
 
And Last—THE POWER YOU HAVE TO TAKE, IN 
ORDER TO USE IT. 

 
Starting with the POWER YOU SIMPLY *HAVE*…   
 
You have the power to simply TRUST YOUR 

INSTINCTS.     
You all know that MARKETING and QUALITY 

WRITING are two different species.   When an editor 
rejects your book—or asks you to make revisions—
they‘re not telling you that your writing is poor, or that 
your talent is lacking. 

 What you write on your own, your own way, could 
well be the most brilliant book. 

It‘s a silly allusion we‘ve bought into forever—that 
when we revise something in order to sell it, we‘ve made 
it a better book.  NO.  We‘ve made a more SALEABLE  
book.  POSSIBLY, HOPEFULLY that means it‘s a book 
that‘s more accessible to readers…but all we‘re certain 
of is that the book now fits into marketing trends that 
encourage an editor (and bookseller) to believe they can 
make money from it. 

Whether it‘s a BETTER book doesn‘t even come into 
that picture.  I don‘t want you to misunderstand me—
catering to the market is a pain in the butt, but it‘s also 
reality. It‘s like knowing you have to brush your teeth 
every day, or wear clothes when you go outside.  
There‘s no point in grousing about it.  That‘s just what 
we have to do.   

The following is the presentation made by Alison Hart at the MMRWA September 2009 meeting. 
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BUT….differentiating between quality writing and 
marketing is important, because it plugs you into your 
primary source of power.  Obviously we have to revise 
and write our stories in a way that sells.  I‘m not saying 
that we have a choice about sucking up.  We don‘t.   

But think of this problem like decorating a house you 
just inherited.  You never had a choice over the size of 
the house or the architecture, but you have all the power 
over the furniture and furnishings.  The furniture we 
choose is our color and voice and style.  It‘s our heart, 
no one else‘s.  That‘s what readers want and need; it‘s 
always been what readers want and need….far beyond 
whether they think they‘re into vampires or quirky humor 
or billionaires this year.     

You have power over the paint and furnishings you 
choose.  You just need to trust your own instincts that 
you know whether that couch really looks good in the 
living room, whether that red is really the right color for 
those walls, whether that luscious carpet is the best 
choice you can make for the room at this moment in 
time. 

This is POWER YOU HAVE — POWER YOU 
ALWAYS HAD — POWER YOU ALWAYS WILL HAVE.   
But the business—and our fears—can sabotage us into 
burying our natural creative instincts…or believing we 
can‘t trust them.  We MUST trust them.   

Now, onto THE POWER WE GET FROM THE ACT 
OF WRITING…this is most of what I want to share with 
you.  I poled a bunch of writer friends to see what they 
thought about this, and I couldn‘t  believe all the things 
they came through with.  All of them can‘t possibly be 
true for you—but I hope you‘ll let these ideas stew and 
brew in your mind, because some are just bound to 
resonate. 

Powers you get through writing------- 
1. Some authors felt writing gave them ‗SOMETHING 

THEY OWNED.‘  In fact, some said it was the only 
thing they felt they totally owned in life.  It‘s yours.  
No one else‘s.  When you think about it, that really is 
one heck of a power. 

2. Almost all authors felt that writing gave them a 
‗SENSE OF SELF.‘  Most of us know, without any 
effort, whether we like ice cream, whether we believe 
in God, whether we would ever cheat on a lover.  
Some of those ‗values‘ are terribly important, whether 
other beliefs change as we age.  No matter what, 
though, few of us have the time—or take the time—to 
add it all together.  To feel secure that we know who 
we are at the core.  I think you‘ll find, just by talking to 
fellow writers at any writer‘s conference, that this is 
an odd and unexpected common thread between us. 
God knows, many of us have huge life problems.  But 
we don‘t have that one.    We seem to have a 
comfortable sense of identity, of who we are.  Just 
being writers seems to do that for us. 
 
 

3. Another power that comes from writing, many authors 
told me, is strictly emotional.  Each of us has some 
memories or character failures we don‘t like to think 
about — the time you stole your sister‘s sweater, the 
time you lied to a boyfriend, the day you got your 
period in class, the day your best guy broke up with 
you.  I‘m talking about the miserable stuff—
humiliation, embarrassment, guilt, shame, all that 
kind of yucky stuff.  

4. Writing doesn‘t change our history and turn us 
miraculously into perfect human beings, but I think it 
gives us a way to forgive ourselves, simply because it 
gives us the POWER to work PAST those miserable 
feelings.  We get to create a character who has to 
confront someone she hurt….we can create a 
heroine who made a mistake she can‘t forgive herself 
for…or we can do back-story about a character who 
did something shameful or cruel years ago….or 
create a plot about a character who‘s beyond 
overwhelmed and flunks the course in coping.  What 
I‘m saying is that through writing, we‘re enabled to 
take those unbearable things in our real lives and 
work with them.  Catharsis isn‘t always fun or 
easy…but writing gives us a way to wrestle those 
emotional alligators that ‗normal‘ people just don‘t 
have. 

5. An unexpected power we get from writing is just a 
five letter word.  Magic.  We get a magic in our lives 
that we simply never knew about it until we started 
writing.  The magic of creating a different world.  Of 
discovering characters coming to life.  The magic 
when you get one of those aha moments….when the 
perfect word popped into your mind…or your 
character said just the right thing…or you typed ‗the 
end‘ and you‘re high as a kite.   Does any of those 
affect world peace?  No.  But magic‘s not ‗nothing‘ 
either.  It lifts us up.  That matters. 

6. Writing pals suggested another power that I‘d never 
thought about before.  Writing gives us permission to 
be someone else.  You might say, well, that‘s just the 
job, to climb into a character‘s skin.  It‘s not a choice 
or a power.  But it is.  We get to climb out of 
ourselves.  To not always sit in our own self-
centered, selfish shoes.  That power offers us both a 
stress relief and distance from our own life problems 
in a way other people just don‘t have. 

7. Another power that writing may give you is…power 
over your past.  If you had an ideal childhood, I‘m 
thrilled for you….but I suspect most of us didn‘t.  I 
suspect most of us go into adulthood with scars on 
our hearts that really never quite healed.  Writing 
gives us a way to work with those sores.  That 
doesn‘t mean that dealing with your past is easier.  
But it still gives us tools to use, roads to try taking, 
that can lead us to better places than we were 
before. 
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8. Another power we have through writing…is littler, but 
I‘m still going to bring it up.  Simply, you have power 
over how your story develops.  The story might be 
bad or good, but either way, it‘s totally yours and no 
one else‘s, nothing that anyone else can own but 
you. 

9. One of the powers that writers commonly recognize--
at least fiction writers—is that in stories, we get to fix 
things that don‘t fix in real life.   We get revenge on 
the people who ‗done us wrong‘.  We get to cure 
people of terrible injuries or illness.  We can always 
make sure the bad guys get what‘s coming to 
them….and that good people get happy endings.  
That power can actually be very personal.  For 
instance, the shy, introverted writer has the power to 
say things through her characters that she simply 
can‘t in real life.  We also get to DO things in books 
we can‘t do in real life.  Mountain climbing.  Sky 
diving.  Slugging someone who‘s obnoxious. Maybe 
we would never do or say those things in our real 
lives, but writing enables us to enjoy them vicariously.    
We get to tell off the jerk boss, the lover who was 
unfaithful, the teenager who has an endless smart 
mouth, the teacher who didn‘t believe us.  We not 
only get to say it, we get to say it brilliantly.   

10. Another power we have through writing is simply—
autonomy.  I realize that isn‘t a joy for all of us—some 
people find it hell and a half to work alone.  All the 
same, we still have it—the power of independence,  
the freedom from external rules, the freedom to be 
our own boss, to set our own work hours, to wear 
what we want. 

 
I just have two more ‗powers‘ we get from writing that I 
want to mention— 

 
11. A unique power we get from writing is simply the 

means to connect with other people—we reach 
readers, hundreds and thousands at a time.   Most 
people never have an opportunity even remotely like 
this. 

12. And the last type of power we get from writing that I 
want to mention is simply The Power of the Flow…on 
the so-rare occasions when you sit at the keyboard 
and the words pour out of you like a gushing river—
cripes, y‘all know it‘s as good as an orgasm.  It 
doesn‘t happen often—I know that.  But it‘s a power 
you‘d never have if you didn‘t write. 
 
And onto the last section I‘d like to address…and 

that‘s about the kind of POWER YOU HAVE TO TAKE, if 
it‘s going to be of any use to you.  I have 7 of these… 

 
1. First off, you have the power of CHOICE.  You have 

a choice about what you reveal or don‘t in your 
stories.  If you write, you hang out there naked for 

your readers.  That‘s not totally avoidable.   But you 
can choose where and when to protect yourself.  I 
only wish we had that power in real life. 

2. Power you have to take, on the surface, seems quite 
obvious.  By definition, we work with ideas.  And by 
working with ideas, by stepping into our character‘s 
shoes, by seeing and imagining other worlds….we 
have the power to widen our own personal worlds.  
That‘s a power you have to take, to let your mind 
stay open—to open your heart and mind to the 
possibilities.  But it‘s there, if you‘ll use it. 

3. You have the power to protect your work….but that is 
definitely a power you have to TAKE. 

One example of this is to give yourself permission 
to not accept criticism until you‘re ready….to not let 
the public near your story until you‘re comfortable 
opening that door. 

4. Linked to that is another power that we have to 
take:   You have to give yourself permission to 
demand what you need creatively.  Maybe you need 
quiet; maybe you need noise; maybe you need to 
work very early or very late in the day.  Maybe you 
can work with a phone ringing; maybe interruptions 
drive you batty.   No one knows but you, what you 
need to work.  And no one but you can take that 
power, to stand up for what you need. 

On that same vein, you must to give yourself 
permission to avoid people who are toxic for you.  
Obviously you don‘t get to choose your relatives or 
neighbors.  But you know there are times when 
you‘re vulnerable.  In those times, you CAN  choose 
the friends or people you want to spend time with, 
and differentiate  between those who always take 
you down or use you. 

5. I can‘t say this enough times, in enough different 
ways.   You have the power to say NO.  *You CAN 
say no to characters who won‘t behave; you can 
throw them off the page—you can even throw them 
out of the book.     *You can say no to editors who 
want you to revise something in the story that doesn‘t 
make sense to you, and only change it in a way that 
does work.    *You can also say no to the PTA, when 
they ask you to do yet another project that‘s going to 
take 40 thankless hours for no return.  Can we stop 
the world from infringing on us?  Of course not.   But 
you and only you can set limits that work for you. 

6. Another nugget. You need to take the power to not 
let a bad review or criticism destroy you.  If it‘s 
serious, good criticism, you need to learn from it.  But 
if it‘s some blow-hard critic all puffed up with self 
importance who wouldn‘t a good book if it bit her in 
the tush….in the immortal words of Cathie Linz, you 
need to shout from the top of your roof top, ―That‘s 
just plain wrong.‖ 
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7. My last thing--you need to take the power—to give 
yourself permission—to have fun.  I don‘t care how 
silly that sounds; this is a totally serious thing.  We all 
call writing work, because it IS work--and because to 
our kids and loved ones and friends who want us to 
do something else with them, if we don‘t call it work, 
it‘s hard to get them out of our hair.  But our work 
reality is still this:  that  writing needs to be fun.  It 
needs to charm you, to engross you, to challenge 
you, to entertain you—or you just plain won‘t be able 
to do it in the long run.    Having fun is nothing you 
need to apologize for; it‘s something you need to 
stand up for, and take the power. 
Ok…now to sum all this up and pull it together….     

At a time when publishing and our market is so troubling, 
it‘s easy to feel…impotent.  Unfortunately, that feeling 
sits on your shoulders when you‘re sitting at the 
keyboard.  It affects WHAT you write and what you‘re 
ABLE to write…because it colors all your self confidence 
and natural creative instincts. 

So we all need to remember that we HAVE power.  
The power that matters has nothing to do with 
publishing.  It‘s nothing that a sick marketing stretch can 
destroy.   It‘s about you, and nothing can take it away 
from you.  You have all kinds of powers you can bring to 
the work.  Ironically, those powers are OUR 
takeaway…at the same time they‘re exactly what we 
give the reader and the world. 

You can make it through all the publishing and 
marketing nonsense…if you can hold onto your love of 
writing.  The powers you get from writing are the key to 
that.  Value them.  Value you. 

 

 
Alison Hart 

 
 Alison Hart, A.K.A. Jennifer Greene, 

Jeanne Grant, aside from being a lady 
with a lot of names, still has a love affair 
with category romance even after more 
than 50 titles.  It's no wonder Alison 
recently won her third RWA® RITA 
award and was inducted into the RWA® 
Hall of Fame!  She's never afraid to 
tackle important women's issues such 

as rape, alcoholism and yeast infections, 
connecting with readers through her 
best-selling books and with writers as 
an avid online networker. 

When not writing or traveling, this 
resident of Benton Harbor, MI, and her 
husband collect antiques and raise 
Newfoundlands. Alison was also our 
speaker at 1999's Retreat From Reality.  

 

A scrupulous writer, in every sentence that he writes, will 
ask himself at least four questions, thus: 1. What am I 
trying to say? 2. What words will express it? 3. What 
image or idiom will make it clearer? 4. Is this image fresh 
enough to have an effect? 
George Orwell  
"Politics and the English Language", 1946 
English essayist, novelist, & satirist (1903 - 1950) 
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The Three I's of Query Letter Writing 
 
By Misty Evans 

 
Rules abound for writing query letters.  Just pick up any issue of Writer's Market or type "rules for writing 

a query letter" into Google.  You'll find as many guides and lists of rules as there are writers. 
When I was starting out, I followed the rules to a tee and rejections came as fast as I sent the queries. 

Frustration built and I started to wonder if it was my plot and characters that were uninteresting or my query 
letter.  Since it was easier to overhaul a one-page letter than a 95,000 word manuscript, I decided to try 
rewriting my query letter first. 

I deep-sixed the rule books and sat down with my query in hand, looking at it like I was an agent or editor 
instead of an author.  What did a busy, overworked agent want to know about me and my story? 

First, she probably didn't care a lot about the form itself outside of it being short, simple and professional. 
Second, she probably didn't care much about my past writing experience as much as my ability to convey 
my voice on paper and capture a reader's attention.  

What I ended up with was a three-part query containing the most important information about my novel, a 
short introduction about me, and an invitation to request a sample.  That was it.  The three I's of query 
letters: Info, Intro, and Invite.  

My method worked.  The moment I started sending off my new and improved query letter, requests for 
sample chapters came frequently – even one from my dream agent.  Here's an example of what I sent her. 
She requested sample chapters from this query, and even though she passed on the manuscript, I still have 
her request in my files because it confirmed I was doing something right. 
 

Dear Ms. Top Agent* 

 

A tightly woven plot, plenty of action and a solid hit of romance…my novel I'D RATHER BE IN 

PARIS, delivers all of that in an entertaining and satisfying read.  

 

CIA operative Zara Morgan has a reputation as a loose cannon.  Assigned to hunt down a terrorist 

who is about to unleash a biological nightmare on the Muslim world, she must join forces with 

Lawson Vaughn, the sexy leader of a covert ops team who lives and breathes protocol.  

 

Efficient and unapologetic about playing by her own rules, Zara draws Lawson into an 

unauthorized game of vengeance that compromises both their careers. The renegade partners find 

themselves isolated from their government and dancing a tightrope with each other as well as the 

terrorist they're hunting. 

 

As they ignore orders from their superiors, Zara's life is endangered when she's injected with a 

contagious and deadly virus.  With unflinching determination and steadfast courage, Lawson must 

break all the rules to save her…as well as the lives of millions of other innocent people.  

 

As a freelance writer, I've had magazine articles published, done extensive writing and editing for 

commercial newsletters and have done web copy for several national companies.  I'm a member of 

RWA and my local bi-state writing club.  Recently, I've taught creative writing classes at my local 

YWCA. 

This article will appear in the Nov-Dec 2009 issue of Sandscripts, the newsletter of 
Cactus Rose RWA and will also appear on the Elements of RWA website. It may be used 

with proper attribution. 
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If you're interested in I'D RATHER BE IN PARIS, please contact me at the email address below. I 

look forward to hearing from you. 
 
*agent name changed for anonymity 
 

Since that time, I've had an agent and sold three novels and a short story.  Currently my queries go 
straight to editors.  Here's the email query I used for a novella I entered in a contest that won and was 
published as part of an anthology: 
 

Dear Ms. Rauch:  

 

WITCHES ANONYMOUS is a sexy Witch Lit comedy about a bad witch determined to end her 

affair with the devil and find love with a normal, non-supernatural guy.  But when she 

unknowingly hooks up with the original Adam (who is back on Earth for a redo) she finds herself 

stalked by Lucifer, manipulated by the angel Gabriel and up to her black hat in Biblical-proportion 

-size trouble. 

 

I'm a romantic suspense author whose first novel, OPERATION SHEBA, will be available from 

Samhain in September.  I need a break from dead bodies once in awhile and WITCHES 

ANONYMOUS is the product of one of those breaks.  The story still has a dash of suspense, but is 

rich in paranormal humor.  I'm also a member of RWA
®
, Sisters In Crime, and International 

Thriller Writers. 

 

I'm attaching the synopsis for WITCHES ANONYMOUS as well as the complete novella as 

instructed.  Feel free to contact me misty@readmistyevans.com after you've considered the story 

for publication.  

 

Thank you and I look forward to hearing from you. 

Misty Evans 

 
Like I said, there are as many rules, lists and examples of query letter writing out there as there are 

writers, but don't be afraid to make up your own. The Three I's have always worked for me, though, and I 
hope they'll work for you too! 
 
Misty Evans is an award-winning, multi-published author of suspense and paranormal comedy. 
Visit her at www.readMistyEvans.com for more information about her Super Agent Series and to 

sign up for her newsletter. 

mailto:misty@readmistyevans.com
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—CHAPTER CHATTER— 

MEMBER NEWS 

Dawn Bartley – Did not finish WIP .  Added a new dog to 
our family and interviewed for an article.   

Tereasa Bellew – Making progress on my WIP.  Thinking of 
subbing.  Finally got high-speed internet. 

Annette Briggs – Plugging away on my WIP.  I‘ve finally got 
a personality for my hero. 

Lila Chandler – I'm pregnant!  Due on tax day.  First 
ultrasound looked great -- big relief after learning about 
last summer's miscarriage via ultrasound.  Fiction writing 
is pretty much on hold, still doing stuff for The Herald-
Palladium in between naps.  Joel's in kindergarten and 
may be writing as much as I am! 

Lisa Childs-Theewes – Happy that third book in my Citizens 
Police Academy from Harlequin American ONCE A COP 
has hit the shelves!  Love the cover for my October 
Nocturne Bite SECRET VAMPIRE SOCIETY and for the 
HOLIDAY WITH A VAMPIRE III anthology.  Am busy 
with line edits and revisions! 

Lynette Curtis – Working to complete WIP by end of next 
month. 

Rohn Federbush – Found an independent line editor to help 
with my manuscripts.  Scribe Communication in Ann 
Arbor is very accomplished and I highly recommend 
them.  I‘ll let you know when publishers agree. 

Donna Garrison – Hope to write two more chapters this 
month.  Fall is feeling very productive. 

Nancy Gideon – Sent suspense proposal to agent.  Getting 
proposal together for next in Pocket series.  Working on 
YA paranormal. 

Margo Hoornstra – Working on revisions for my next WIP 
and anxious to get on to those that will follow. 

Aileen Hyne – Haven‘t done much, but I‘m so good at it. 
Anne Marie King-Jakubiak – Haven‘t done much of 

anything except exercising. 
Shar Koenig – After this month only one child left at home, 

so I hope to get more writing done. 
Lucy Kubash –  Received first royalty statement from Wild 

Rose Press.  Not sensational, but okay.  Best sales were 
from Fictionwise.  Will attend an author‘s reception at 
Benton Harbor Public Library on October 3

rd
. 

Laurie Kuna – Working on galley for Ima Jinn book #4. 
Loralee Lillibridge – Working on new contemporary while 

waiting to hear on revisions to Special Edition Editor.  
Cathy McClain – Got a fabulous and very helpful critique 

back from Alison and expect my revisions to be done 
shortly.  Took a drive through New England in September 
and had luck with Thea Devine, who says ―Hi‖ to 
everyone in Michigan – she really enjoyed her visit with 
us at the last retreat.   

 
 
 
 

Lana Mierson – Not writing – researched surgeons for 
upcoming surgery.  Family from NC visited over 
Memorial Day.  Traveled up north to complete 
getaway cut short by the flood in July.  Still putting 
office back together after cleanup and restoration.  
Hope to be writing again soon. 

Rober Nelson – Three and a half months ‗til retirement! 
Florence Price – Working on my WIP (FINALLY)! 
Maris Soule – Spoke at Paw Paw Library on September 

8
th
; attending Bouchercon in October and will be 

moderating a panel on the 15
th
; submitted the sequel 

to THE CROWS AND BACK WORKING ON 
Skagway book. 

 Ami Weaver –  Finaled in GRW‘s Maggie Awards 
Contest, in Contemporary Series.  Also entered East 
Texas RWA‘s Southern Heat Contest.  Now that my 
kids (3 of the 4) are back in school, I have much less 
stress, and I‘m able to write regularly. 

 

November 
 
01 Lisa Cardle 
     Susan Charnley 
     Ami Weaver 
07 Alyssa Marble 
14 Irene Atkinson 
19

 
Johanna Atwood Brown 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

October 
 
02  Diane Burton 
      Florence Price 
11  Barbara Johnson 
16  Julie Lynn McMullen 
20  Karen Sontag-Holthof 
24  Shar Koenig 
31  Lisa Childs-Theeuwes 
 

The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer‘s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 14. 
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ON BEING A MAGGIE 
FINALIST 

 
By Ami Weaver 

 
Being a Maggie finalist is a huge thrill, since the first-round 

judges are all published authors--where all of us unpubbeds 
aim to be. So I figured, when my ms didn‘t final in three 
contests this year, something wasn‘t working and I scrapped 
it after I didn‘t get that Maggie call. 

Fast forward five weeks. Maggies forgotten, the ms I 
entered forgotten, (I‘d started a rewrite of another ms) I get an 
email asking for my picture for the Moonlight and Magnolias 
awards ceremony. I made my thirteen-year-old son read the 
email too, just in case I'd been briefly sent to an alternate 
universe. A flurry of emails ensued and it turned out I was in 
fact a finalist and I‘d been overlooked. 

A very helpful and apologetic coordinator assured me my 
entry was in fact in front of Susan Litman (and had been for a 
month!). I couldn‘t swing the conference on such short notice, 
but I did revel in the fact I was, again, a Maggie finalist. 

 On October 3, the Awards night at M&M, I put away my 
phone and got busy doing other things. Busy enough I missed 
the first two calls from Georgia and I did laps around my living 
room until the third call came in a half hour later. It was 
official--I‘d won my category (and got a full request)! It was all 
the sweeter since I thought I hadn‘t even finaled a few short 
weeks before.  

It‘s been quite a ride, and it finally sank in this week when I 
got a package from Georgia. Inside, my certificate and the 
beautiful Maggie Medallion--a silver pendant with a magnolia 
flower. I am thrilled and honored to be able to say I am a 
2009 Maggie winner. 
Now I‘ve just got to get that previously scrapped ms done! 
 

Ami Weaver is a stay-at-home mom who writes 

during nap time (when the kids cooperate).  She 

earned both her BA and MA in Audiology from 

Michigan State University and worked for a 

while in a hospital setting.  She's been writing 

with the intent of publication for about four years 

and has been a RWA® member for almost same 

amount of time.  She recently placed second in 

the short contemporary category of the GRW 

Maggie awards.  Ami lives with her husband, 

four kids and three cats in Holt. 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER 
TRACY ROPER 

 
Tracy recently completed her first novel, a contemporary romance titled TOTALLY DODY.  Her query letter and 

sample chapters have received (mostly!) positive feedback, and she is currently making revisions based on insightful 
constructive criticism.  She hopes to have the rewrite done soon, as she has a request for a full waiting on it.   

Writing this book has been a fun adventure for her.  Trying to learn the ins and outs of the publishing business has 
been a bigger adventure – but less fun.  She recently attended the Backspace Writers Conference in New York and 
made some wonderful friends.  They are helping one another navigate this process.  In a serendipitous twist of fate, she 
met two romance writers at the airport when coming home from the conference. They shared a wealth of information 
and ensured her that joining RWA

®
 was a must! 

Her future novels (she currently had three outlined) are historical fiction, which is her true passion.  The settings 
range from 1537 Scotland, to 1840 Ireland, to 1941 Michigan. Her heroines are tenacious, courageous and refuse to 
follow the rules – basically the opposite of Tracy, which is why they‘re so enjoyable to write about!  

On a personal note, she has two wonderful daughters, ages eight and ten. They support her dream of writing, but are 
impatient with the fact that she‘s often glued to the computer when she should be getting them goldfish crackers.  Her 
husband is equal parts supportive and bemused by this hobby which she‘s hoping to turn into a career.  She‘s lived in 
Grand Rapids her entire life, with the exception of a few years in the Royal Oak area.   
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—THE FINAL REFLECTION— 

Participation…Participation… 

 
As Lucy stated in her President‘s message, ―It‘s that time of 

year,‖ and it‘s participation that‘s my theme this month too. 
As you all know, in order for our group to continue as an 

RWA
®
 chapter, it‘s required that our members participate in the 

managing and the governing aspects of our chapter.  There‘s 
just no getting around it.  Someone has to do it.  It‘s just that 
simple.  We can‘t have a chapter if we don‘t have people to fill 
the board positions. 

Many of you, having already worn several different hats 
within the chapter, have brought us this far.  Without question, 
you have a plethora of advice and experience that can and 
should be used by the next person to wear that hat.   

Some of you, like me who are relatively new to our group, 
might feel hesitant about volunteering to take on a portion of the 
responsibilities because you think that you don‘t have the 
experience or the time.  If you are holding back, I want to 
encourage you to take that step toward a greater participation, 
whether it‘s a board position or working as a chairperson, 
because it really is an extremely rewarding experience. 

During the meeting last year in which I volunteered to take on 
the responsibilities of editor for this newsletter, I wanted to 
volunteer, but I held back, waiting until I was sure that I wouldn‘t 
be stepping on anyone‘s toes.  I thought that possibly someone 
else with more time in the group, or more experience in working 
on something like the newsletter might want to have a crack at 
it.  When I did get up the courage to make my somewhat 
apprehensive offer, I was pleasantly surprised, and relieved, to 
find that offer gratefully accepted.  There was absolutely no 
hesitation in the acceptance of the suggestion that I take on the 
responsibilities.  On the contrary, I was welcomed with open 
arms. 

And I suppose that‘s one of the main reasons why this group 
is so important to me.  It‘s the one place I feel accepted for my 
own personal hopes and dreams.  It‘s the one small portion of 
my life that‘s just for me, where I‘m known for my interests and 
not because I‘m someone‘s mom, wife or employee.  In this 
group, I‘m a writer, albeit an unpublished one.  I can look at the 
published authors in our chapter and think, ―They were once 
where I am right now.‖  I can compare and commiserate with 
those of you who, like me, have aspirations of becoming a 
published author.  I can partake in the fellowship of a group of 
people who understand and encourage my personal hopes and 
dreams.  And, in participating, I hope to be able to help the 
Chapter continue to offer to others what I have found in this 
group.    

 

Florence Price – Editor 
 

Submission Guidelines 

Policy 
The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer 

our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to 

edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, 
size requirements, etc., and content with 
author‘s approval. 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, 
and the article‘s author. Non-RWA® groups 
must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its individual members.  Market 
information contained herein does not 
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to check market report accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit 
professional writers‘ organization incorporated 
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
minutes, treasurer‘s reports, and other legal 
documents of the corporation are published 
online in the files section of the restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of America®. Copyright ©2009 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America.  All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated. 

Chapter Information 
Non-members seeking information about 

Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us. 

Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, 

craft, how-to, interviews with industry 
professionals, book reviews, member news, 
member bios, members‘ latest releases, 
and program recaps, etc.  

Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt. 

black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format. 

Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month, 

unless otherwise stated. Member News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day). 
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 Members’ Current and Upcoming Releases 
Summer/Fall 2009 

Lisa Childs: Once A Hero follows up Once A Lawman.  It's a May 09 release and 

Once A Cop is a September release.  www.lisachilds.com 
 

Lucy Naylor Kubash:  Chance's Return, released May 1, 2009, from White Rose 

Publishing.  www.lucynaylorkubash.com 
 

Jackie Braun:  Boardroom Baby Surprise, Harlequin Romance, August, 2009.  

www.jackiebraun.com 

Cindy Spence-Pape:   Guardian Investigations #2: Wings of the Raven (e-

book) Total-E-Bound, August 17, 2009,  Marry Me, Marietta (e-book) Ellora‘s Cave, 
Sept. 8, 2009, Heroes of Stone #4: Stone and Sky (e-book) Ellora‘s Cave, October 
28, 2009, Nailed in the anthology Carnal Reunions (e-book) Resplendence 
Publishing, November 10, 2009.  www.cindyspencerpape.com 

Margo Hoornstra:  Honorable Intentions is set for an October 16, 2009 release 

from The Wild Rose Press.  www.margohoornstra.com 
 

Arianna Skye:  Wings of Desire available in e-book and at Amazon.com in early 

2010 through Eternal Press.  www.ariannaskye.com 
 
 

http://www.lisachilds.com/
http://www.lucynaylorkubash.com/
http://www.jackiebraun.com/
http://www.cindyspencerpape.com/
http://www.margohoornstra.com/
http://www.ariannaskye.com/

