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From the Desk of:

By Wil Emerson, President

"There's nothing to write about, you say. Well, then write and let me know just  
this---that there is nothing to write about; or tell me in the good old style if  
you are well. That's right. I am quite well." …Words from Pliny the Younger,  
A.D. 61-112.  

Did writer's block keep Pliny's friend from writing? Is Pliny suggesting that a writer should 
write, even in the most mundane, simplistic way? I think so.  

Write, he says, write anything. Write for the sake of writing. As summer draws to an end, I've 
outlined what I intend to write this fall. I hope killer bees, bone scans, unexpected visitors and 
barking dogs do not keep me from reaching my goals. After Jackie Braun's stimulating 
presentation at our August meeting, I've set up a system for streamlining research, too. I'm all set 
for the work at hand. I've got a title, a strong heroine who is eager to fill 300 pages and a plot 
that reeks of unbridled success.

Ummm, I can smell those fresh pages off the press, feel the wrinkled green backs in my hands, 
and hear the applause of the audience as I accept the coveted RITA. A movie...okay.... I'm 
getting carried away with my fantasy. But I will move forward with my plans. And in the 
process, I'll tend to the needs of our chapter as it quietly stretches to the end of the year. With 
Retreat, Happily Ever After Contest and Moonlight Madness behind us, I can sit back and 
exhale....that is, enjoy the memories.

Change will be coming soon: Elections for a new board of officers, new programs to fill the 
calendar, new faces at monthly meetings. We have to be prepared for the future. While you set 
about your day, plan out your week, take a few minutes to consider your role in our chapter. Do 
you have the leadership skills to keep our chapter on even keel? Is it time to serve on a 
committee or form a new one? What can you do to make our chapter stronger? There are a lot of 
talented women among us. Ruffle your feathers---show off a little and run for a spot on the 
board. 

And in the meantime, plan to write and work your plan. Pliny....well, he may be centuries old 
but wise in words. There's no excuse for writer's block--just write. And no excuse for not 
participating in the future of your chapter. Participate---share your talent and your organizational 
skills. Just do it.

See you all soon, 

Cheers, Wil
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September Speaker Bio:

Jennifer Greene sold her first book in 1980, and since then has sold more than 70 titles 
in the contemporary romance genre. She won her first writing award in 1984, the 
RWA® Silver Medallion. Later came three coveted RWA RITA's® --and other national 
awards, including Best Series Author, Reviewers Choice, Career Achievement and 
Lifetime Achievement from Romantic Times. In the summer of 1998, she was inducted 
into the Romance Writers of America's®  Hall of Fame.

Jennifer’s background includes work as a teacher, counselor, and personnel manager. She holds 
degrees in both English and Psychology from Michigan State University. At Michigan State, she 
was honored with an outstanding women graduate award, based on the work she did for women 
on campus.

Jennifer Greene’s June and July releases were: Sparkle and Soon-to-be-Disinherited Wife.

♥ ♥ ♥

A Recap of Jackie Braun’s August Program:  RESEARCH for DUMMIES  

By Annette Briggs

Jackie Braun opened her program by fine-tuning her title. “What I’m going to talk about is 
more like ‘Story Details for Dummies’ rather than research.” She explained that her topic was 
about the bits and pieces that give a story authenticity and texture. 

Jackie confessed, “I was noticing there were a lot of little things I needed to move my story 
along. And I would get hung up on these little things like: What was she wearing? What is that 
fabric called? I needed sources for my details. I wanted them quick and I wanted them to be 
really cheap.

“You can use the Internet or you can go to the library,” Jackie admitted. “But when I’m on the 
Internet I waste a lot of time. I’m checking my e-mail and doing other things. When I’m at the 
library, it’s the same thing. I’m into other things and it takes me away from my work.” 
Fortunately, Jackie cited many sources of information that are available without even going out 
of your house.

Any special detail a writer can pick up –like what kind of wine would go with a recipe. (Jackie 
acquired an old cookbook that had that information.) or the features of cars are some details you 
can get from a newspaper ad. An old bartender’s guide provided enough detail for Jackie to have 
one of her characters convincingly mix a drink. Jackie says she’s not very good with colors or 
furniture and that she’s certainly not modern. So she gets help from catalogs or magazines that 
show rooms put together.

When Jackie went to the Upper Peninsula of Michigan for a story she was writing, she found a 
book on local flowers. She learned what plants would be blooming where and when, and what 
the flower looked like. She could then add that flower as a detail and know that she had her facts 
correct.

Recap continued on page 4



Mid-Michigan Mirror 4   September 2006 

Recap continued from page 3

You don’t golf (or sail or play chess, etc.) but your villain or hero does? If you know someone who does, 
give him a call and pick up some useful tidbits.

Jackie’s list of sources that often come to your house for free or cheap and are useful for details:

Magazines ( samples or cheap trial offers) with a wide variety of subject matter and lots of pictures 
Catalogues have many details, facts and photos
Advertisements are a wealth of brief information and pictures – great for cars
Old telephone books for names
Cook books can be gotten at yard sales, rummage sales, second hand stores, gifts
Chambers of commerce often have lots of free information and maps for free
Newspapers and magazines give useful floor plans, house exteriors and room decorating
Travel magazines and brochures
Books from yard sales, rummage sales, second hand stores or thrown away.

One of Jackie’s most unexpected sources of details is children’s books. Jackie says that the best thing 
about children’s books is that they’re written for people with a very short attention span. When you’re 
looking for just a little nugget of information and you go to the library and you check out a book aimed 
towards adults -- like on the signs of the Zodiac—you’re going to wade through reams and reams of 
information. Again, if you need extensive research on the subject, children’s books are not going to be the 
source. But, if you need just a little bit of information that gives the story a little bit of authenticity, it’s a 
quick reference.

The key to using the information you collect is organization. If you can’t find it, you can’t use it. Don’t 
get carried away with the number of references you keep on hand, either. A lot of these things that come 
to your house for free you can sort though and throw out the unnecessary or duplicate ones. Tuck the 
items into a folder or a well-labeled box and place them on a shelf where you can easily find them.

So, the wise writer with the yard sale cookbook can know whether the heroine blanches or brazes her 
vegetables before freezing. Browsing a catalogue can keep a writer from confusing a divan with a duvet. 
Free tourist information from the chamber of commerce in the area where the story is set can let a writer 
know if the hero should ride in the rodeo, work at the casino or get caught in an avalanche. You don’t 
have to spend a lot of time or money. Just know how to spot a good free or cheap source, choose 
sparingly, and store your frugal references where they are easily accessed. And use those detail nuggets to 
make your story come to life.

MEMBER NEWS

Dawn Bartley: Getting more written on my WIP, rewrote my query letter, dog is healthy again.
Annette Briggs: Thanks to Dawn, our little critique group spark plug, I am back to working on my SF 
romance after a very distracting summer.
Sue Charnley: Took first place in the Heartland Romance Author’s "Show Me the Spark Contest" with 
her entry, Hannah's Heart. Hannah’s Heart also placed second in the paranormal category of the Valley 
Forge Romance Writers’ “Sheila” competition. 
Linda Cossel: Finally took the plunge and sent synopsis and first chapter to five agents.
Kate Dubois: Had a great time at National! And finished my WIP and sent it off!
Wil Emerson: Revising “old” story; submitted two short stories, one accepted and will be published in 
December Crime and Suspense Magazine -- Temporarily Detained, intrigue with a twist; going to Alaska 
early September …research, of course.

Member News continued on page 5
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Member News continued from page 4

Rohn Federbush: One chapter shy of re-outlining a paranormal finished in 1995.
Nancy Gideon: Books coming out in December and April, proposal in at Nocturne, getting proposal 
ready for Silh IM / RS.
Margo Hoornstra: Working on new novel that I’m determined to have ready for next GH contest, 
coming back to romance writing after a two decade absence.
Lucy Kubash: Worked on Website over the summer, is now up at: www.lucynaylorkubash.com, waiting 
for release of Chance’s Return from Triskelion in September.
Laurie Kuna: Enjoyed Atlanta, entered PASIC Book of Your Heart contest – mixed scores; got that got 
that project rejected by an agent, so sent it to another.
Julie Lea: Joined a critique group and I am the new secretary of Greater Detroit.
Loralee Lillibridge: Working on Texas Hill Country Women book for SE, went to Atlanta RWA.
Jodi Lozon: Two book contract with Kensington Aphrodisia, novella sale to Ellora’s Cave, featured in 
Detroit Free Press article on the rise of erotic romance, signed with new agent, writing single author 
anthology for November 1 deadline.
Gail Martin: In His Eyes, (first in the Michigan Island Series) and a Romantic Times Top Pick was 
released in August; also sold In His Dreams (August 2007) to Steeple Hill, the third book of the Beaver 
Island series, and the fourth book, In His Arms with no release date yet. I sold the first book in the 
Monterey Peninsula Series, And Baby Makes Five, to Barbour, contracted for two other books, Garlic 
and Roses and The Butterfly Tree to be bought in January, part of the California trade book anthology. 
Writing the Christian Romance, sold to Writer’s Digest Books, is to be released about December 2007. 
My sale to Chicken Soup of the Soul II resulted in a feature article in the Detroit News. Mackinac Island 
Anthology was released with my novella, True Riches. I did a three-city book signing on Mackinac Island, 
Mackinaw City, and St. Ignace, and then traveled to the Upper Peninsula for research on the fourth 
Michigan Island, Drummond and Les Cheneaux. I was contacted by Harlequin’s public relations manager 
to do a book signing in Pennsylvania in October.
Cathy McClain: Finishing my WIP, my story, The Finndian, is a finalist in the Lone Star contest and I 
am very motivated to get the story finished, began my next story.
Dana Corbit Nussio: Working on newest contracted book, Little Miss Matchmaker.
Maris Soule: Did the required work for Five Star (formatting, cover material, art sheet and library copy), 
working on short story, dealing with father’s estate. Hope to have a website soon.
Lisa Childs Theeuwes: Working on third Nocturne and trying to come up with proposal for blind book 
from next contract, Learning to Hula August 2006 is still in stores, getting great reviews, reader feedback.
Lana Miersen: Breaking in new computer system and transferring files from the old; writing on my Neo 
in the meantime.

Sincere condolences to Pat Lazarus on the recent loss of her mother

WELCOME NEW MEMBER

Diana Fox: I don't remember anyone asking me what I wanted to do when I grew up. Though, you 
would think by the fact that I have an eight-inch scar on my knee from tripping on an overturned stool 
while I was walking and reading at the same time, that I checked out no less than eight books any time I 
went to the library, which was a couple times a week, that my mother shooed me out of the house to play, 
but that I always had a book in tow, and that I loved to play library, stamping and writing out due dates 
long before I could even write, that someone, somewhere would have said: Hey, that kid needs a career 
with books!

Diana Fox continued on page 6
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Diana Fox continued from page 5

But noooooo.  That would have been too easy for me. Besides what did I really know by the time I 
graduated from high school? Obediently, only because I had no mind of my own, I went to business 
school and earned an Executive Secretarial certification and, on my first job, I discovered that I disliked 
secretarial work immensely; I was bored. At the time, I thought I was stuck for life, that there wasn't 
anything that I wanted to learn. Little did I know that I was on the river of life, but that I had no oars in 
the water.

I got married.

WRITING DOES NOT CURE ALL 101: I never thought about having children until I was married. It 
seemed the thing to do; after all, everyone else in the neighborhood was doing it. By the time I had 
children and discovered that they—and my third child, the husband—were driving me crazy, I needed an 
outlet:  writing was cheaper than a seeing a psychiatrist. As a result, my writing career began as a local 
Erma Bombeck, a weekly columnist who used marriage, motherhood, and life as fodder; by force, I found 
my sense of humor. Writing magazine articles and short stories followed with success. Then I eyed my 
favorite reading source: romances. How hard can it be, I thought, to write a romance? In 1986, I joined 
RWA, then MMRWA, then came my first bold move and self-reinvention: fourteen years after the "I 
do," I undid. So much for the snappy ending.

EXAMINING DORTHY: A GIRL, THE MEN, AND HER DOGS. Like Dorothy, I traveled a yellow 
brick road. Mine was to Tallahassee where I got married, and settled in south Georgia, which required 
removing the red clay dust from my ruby slippers; but I felt I had finally come home, blaming my Biloxi 
birth.. During this time, I joined Georgia Romance Writers and quickly made friends among the chapter's 
members. I quickly learned why the South produces remarkable writers: it’s the air; it's humid, sultry, 
sensual, and sticky. Quickly, I found my writer's muse, and it was while living in the South that I sold 
four books, with three finding publication; tried my hand at screenwriting, optioning a script; and wrote 
travel articles, which connected me more deeply to my Southern roots; became a requested speaker and 
college instructor, workshop leader, and online teacher. Unfortunately, I dressed up in the ruby slippers 
one too many times, clicking them by mistake. I found myself back in Michigan, divorced again, "home" 
with no job, no income, just my multiple boxes of my remaindered books in a too tiny apartment. Soon, 
like Dorothy, I would discover that all I had to do was look into my own back yard. However, by this 
time, I was jaded; I couldn't even read the books anymore. Now, twelve years after my enrollment, I 
dropped my RWA membership completely. I also stopped reading romances.

BOOKS ARE US: YOUR MONEY IS OURS TOO. One year later, I returned to school. Selling shoes 
had short appeal for a life's work. By golly, if I couldn't make a living writing, I'd at least teach others 
how to writer better. Seven years later, in promotional silence as I'd been warned that professors didn't 
like students who were published more than they, enduring one literature class after another where the 
professors pounced on "those trashy novels," ultimately learning they'd never read one, I was within grasp 
of grabbing the Wizard's black bag. By then, the veil was lifted. I was outted, but it was too late: They'd 
already awarded me, in April 2006, the Tin Man's prize: a degree, the M.F.A. in Creative Writing. 
Ironically, I realized that nearly all my papers had fractions and factions of romance; I had specialized in 
Medieval Studies, focusing on women, researching courtly love. Yes, they have my money . . . well, not 
yet . . . and not for a full 25 or so more years, but I have something more valuable: a focused plan.

THE ROAD TAKEN TWICE: SO WHY ARE THE HEADLIGHTS BRIGHTER? Released from the 
ivory tower of Why did L. Frank Baum make the bricks yellow? I found myself in a vacuum (Isn't that 
what a twister creates within?), needing to be surrounded once again by other writers. And so my journey 
ends here, as I come home to play in my own back yard, witnessing but mostly eavesdropping with a 
gleeful heart, on a romance scholars Internet list (yes you heard me right; there is one), with professors, 
doctorates and graduate students alike who are asking: Do I need an agent? What is an Alpha Male 
exactly? Has anyone ever read Rosemary's Rogers first book? I just nod my head.
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HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY

                        Wil Emerson 15

APPROACHING OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Diane Burton 2    Sarah Reyers 9    Katharine Dubois 10    Julie McMullen 10
Holli Bertram 12    Karen Sontag-Holthof 20    Shar Koenig 24    Lisa Childs Theeuwes 31

1Organizing Research by Gail Gaymer Martin

It's vital to keep track of so many details as we write novels for many reasons. First, we 
want details to be consistent. We don’t want our heroine to have green eyes in chapter 
one and blue eyes in chapter two. When revisions are requested, we need to know where 
to find scenes that might need to be altered or a scene we need to add. We also need to 
remember details so that we can provide good information for the cover art sheets. We’ll 
be asked for the hair coloring and body shape, hair style, etc. of the hero and heroine. If 

we write the novel and have to send the cover art information months later, can we remember without 
keeping track? Better yet, perhaps we’ll have an opportunity to write a sequel and we’ll need to remember 
details.

Here are some tips that I use. Many people keep their info in a 3 hole binder -- then remove the page of 
info, facts, etc. as they need them. Others keep their story material in an envelope. I keep mine in a file 
folder. In that folder I have all of the character sketches, floor plans, city plats, and research that I would 
need. I also use photos of my hero and heroine which I find from clothing catalogues that offer the same 
models in different poses and clothing. I cut these from the catalogue and glue the pictures of the same 
character onto paper -- and I do this with many different models whose looks appeal to me. Before I begin 
a story, I find the photos that I think most looks like my character. I keep that photo in front of me so I 
can see them moving and talking. This helps make your characters more believable.

I also use a character work sheet. I keep track of things like physical, emotional and psychological traits 
of my two main characters -- eye color, hair and style, height, weight, shape, mouth cheekbones, and 
things like dimples.

On this sheet, I include a list of: main goals, motivations and conflicts, dreams, fears, dark moments, 
weakness and strengths, family names such as parents and sibling, ages, car, pets and names, 
hobbies/talents, friends' names and how they know each other, place of employment & job, restaurants & 
locations. I like to keep track of character idiosyncrasies, such as: biting a lip or nails, tapping fingers, and 
rattling keys in pocket. On the back of my sheet, I write the back-story. Things that happened before the 
story begins -- details and how this affects the character. You may not need all this info, but if you do it's 
there.

Organizing Research continued on page 8
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Organizing Research continued from page 7

For setting, whether a town or a house, I use a variety of techniques. First, I often use a setting I know -- 
my hometown and state, but I also like to write about different locations so I travel to that place if I can, I 
take photographs, keep notes and collect travel brochures and details so that I can recall the tenor of a 
location. If I can’t travel there, I use things like AAA booklets, chambers of commerce which provides 
tons of information, and the Internet. I keep all of this information in my file -- so everything is in one 
location. I also use house floor plans from magazines (you can buy these in a magazine) or draw my own 
to keep track of rooms, especially if it's a big house or grounds.

I use two methods of keeping track of plot. I work from a synopsis, but I leave room for detours. The 
major way is a time lime which I list by chapter and scene. Chapter 1, beneath it is scene one. I list the 
day and date, the key plot points and whose POV. This helps me see if both characters are given near 
equal weight of story action and I can also make sure that the scenes are following logically. I can see that 
I have action scenes balanced with introspection or slower scenes. We want a balance.

When writing and I am uncertain about lines or a scene fitting in the story at that point, I also put these 
pieces into another file within my computer. I literally cut it from the story and put it on a separate page 
and then decide where it fits best -- that way I can pop it back in with transitions wherever it seems to 
work better.

I’ve found that research has given me an extra bonus. When calling Beaver Island for my novel, In His 
Dream, to be released next August, I was asked by the man at the chamber of  commerce, the Boat-tique 
Clothing Shop manager and the newspaper editor to do a book signing when the book is released. Visiting 
Drummond and Mackinac Islands for research, I was asked by shop owners to book sign there. Gathering 
details opens doors for promotion.

See page 5 MEMBER NEWS for a list of Gail Gaymer Martin’s recent accomplishments and 
check out her website at: www.gailmartin.com for helpful articles and more information 
about this Mid-Michigan member, prize-winning author and popular speaker.

Attack of the Killer Bluegills by Laurie Kuna

July 15, 2006 started as a regular day. Gorgeous weather, light traffic, and a fabulous destination, 
Canadian Lakes. I had no idea as I rocketed up US-131 at my normal eighty-miles-per-hour pace it would 
nearly turn tragic--for me personally and for MMRWA as well.

My destination was MMRWA prez Wil Emerson’s house to deliver the beautiful pins and bookmarks 
Dawn Bartley, Annette Briggs and Julie Lea had put together for the RWA® Moonlight Madness Bazaar. 
Wil was driving to Atlanta, and since I was flying I figured she’d have lots more room for our inventory 
than I did. Easygoing woman that she is, Wil agreed. I had suitable beach wear and my current WIP, so 
was ready for a day on the water at a good friend’s house.

Second on the agenda -- after paying homage to the pin crew’s terrific work -- was a boat trip to a nearby 
restaurant. All suspense stories have foreshadowing, so here’s mine: Seventy-five good-sized bluegill 
schooled beside Wil’s pontoon boat when we beached, and I commented to her that we could fish from 
the bank and catch our lunch. Unfortunately, we had no fishing poles. 

Attack continued on page 9
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Attack continued from page 8

After eating it was time to swim. I’d never before used one of the "noodles"–buoyant foam tubes--that are 
the rage now. Interesting invention. Wil admitted she’d learned to swim as an adult and thus wasn’t a 
strong enough swimmer to leave her tube on the boat and set off toward shore on her own. Although I 
didn’t say it, I was glad she resisted that temptation since, although a good swimmer myself, I’m no 
longer in the physical shape required to perform a water rescue of a drowning victim. And since I didn’t 
know how to start her pontoon boat, I didn’t relish the idea of sitting in the middle of the lake while 
authorities dragged the bottom for Wil and I cursed the fact that I should get serious about losing thirty 
pounds.

But the danger really didn’t come from potential drowning. It came from a killer bluegill. Although a long 
way from the restaurant dock, we’d seen lots of fish near the boat when we anchored to swim. Wil said 
her grand kids had been nibbled by bluegills while swimming, but I’d chalked up the comments to 
something in her ice tea that I hadn’t originally thought to be alcoholic.

Boy, was I wrong. 

Wil was neither impaired nor spinning fish tales. The fish hovered around us in the water, and then all of 
a sudden, she yelped. A bluegill bit her on the thigh! We were both laughing -- me especially because it’s 
comedy when it happens to someone else -- and calling the attacking horde lots of naughty names. (Hard 
to believe Wil has that kind of vocabulary, but it’s true.) 

Then, BAM! I got hit just below my shoulder blade. That was it for me. Visions of Jaws dancing in my 
head, I practically walked on water getting back on the pontoon. Wil followed, bleeding. The little spawn 
of Satan had apparently hit right on a small blood blister. Blood ran down from where a scoop of flesh 
had been excised. For the most part blood doesn’t bother me, particularly if it’s someone else’s, but this 
pretty much freaked me out. Wil, always calm in the face of adversity, blotted it away, we critiqued each 
other’s work, and then -- determined not to be bested by a creature the size of our hand--moved to deeper 
water to swim again.

This time, I created a diversion by breaking up some peanut butter crackers and tossing them off the bow. 
Then Wil and I jumped off the stern and swam in peace, although with one eye on the water for schools 
of bluegill with piranha mentalities.

And that’s when I thought about how MMRWA almost lost their president and vice-president in one 
random act of fish violence. 

Say, that might make a good mystery or suspense plot...... 

Laurie Kuna is the current MMRWA Vice President. Her first novel, A WAR OF HEARTS, 
was a Golden Heart finalist and is published under her pen name, Laurie Carroll. She 
currently has two books as author Laurie Kuna, SOME PRACTICAL MAGIC and THAT 
OLD BLACK MAGIC, all from ImaJinn Books, and she is working on another. She’s a 
member of the never-at-a-loss-for-words musical parody group Lazarus Connection – made 
up of Laurie, Pat Lazarus and Lisa Cardle.
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The following article first appeared in the June 2006 issue of romANTICS, the monthly 
newsletter of Toronto Romance Writers, Lisa Watson, editor . USED WITH PERMISSION.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS – Confessions of a nervous Toastmaster’s Guest
By Tanya Freedman

"Why would anyone willingly get up and speak in front of dozens of strangers?" you may ask.  Some 
people love the challenge of proving they can do it. Others want to take the proverbial bull by the horns 

and go into new pastures untried, even if they are scared of fainting or blubbering like 
an incoherent child in the spotlight at a school recital.

I decided to face my fear of anticipated future speaking engagements and 
presentations to promote my non-fiction book, due to be published in 2007. 
Developing self-confidence in order to make people aware of my passion for Art and 
Business may make all the difference between a mediocre seller and a bestseller.

Years in my own businesses taught me the importance of networking and branding 
my services and myself. The adage "if you build it they will come" has definitely worked for me, but with 
shiploads of tenacious courage and perseverance, despite rejection along the way. 

Forever the planner, I stretched further out of my comfort zone by visiting a local Toastmasters group. I 
was hooked and, even though my heart was thumping, I felt right at home.

I was amazed at the similarities between what goes into structuring and delivering a Toastmasters speech 
and my first love – writing fiction. The foundation and essence of writing - anything – match so well I 
had to share my first impressions:

1) TOASTMASTERS - Opening a speech: Grab your audience with the first opening sentence. If you 
don't have a compelling hook, you may never capture their attention.

WRITING - Opening of a novel/or non-fiction introduction: Hook the prospective buyer of your 
masterpiece from the first opening line, or else your book gets returned to the pile on the bookshelf beside 
hundreds of other choices. Months, sometimes years of your work are judged on the first impressions of 
your opening. 

2)   TOASTMASTERS - Prepare and structure a subject and theme of speech: No matter how 
passionately you feel about your idea, its' subject has to interest a spectrum of listeners, and to have a 
fresh take on a classic message. How do you keep them entertained and give them the value of having 
been educated at the same time? Work on a solid foundation covering all aspects of your speech; 
concentrating on the theme, an enthralling message and a strong and memorable ending. 

WRITING: Outline a synopsis that will grab the agent/editor from the first compelling, original concept: 
Not easily done, considering there are only seven types of archetypal story lines that are reconstructed by 
the myriad of writers, each bringing their own spin and fresh perspective to their story. It must grab the 
overworked editor who's seen it all before, and is ready to reject at the slightest whim of a misplaced 
comma. They're searching for an enticing read that hooks the widest audience within your genre and 
beyond. Write the most passionate original synopsis - and therefore story - you possibly can, infusing it 
with your own style and unique voice. 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS continued on page 11
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS continued from page 10

3)  TOASTMASTERS - Muddling through the middle: Draw the audience into the middle of your speech 
and into a seamless closing comment without letting up the emotional roller coaster ride. What's your 
particular spin on the topic? If it doesn't lend itself to humor titillate the listeners' senses by bringing in 
the physical aspects; keep eye contact and reiterate special points with repetitions (three is a good rule of 
thumb throughout). Emphasize your message with all five senses; so that they'll see, feel and even smell 
the meaning of your message. Conjure up the intended images with a few choice descriptions like, "sweet 
smell of freshly mowed grass" or "concrete prison of the soul". Paint vivid scenes in their minds 
constantly tugging at the desired emotions with the most impact. 

WRITING - The sagging middle/or info dump: The novel has to be seamless throughout the beginning, 
into the fast and captivating middle and rolling into the end, preventing the reader contemplating skipping 
any parts. Avoid back-story paragraphs or even pages, known as `info-dump'. Weave in small chunks into 
the story sensitively, continuously moving the story forward.

Use flashback scenes sparingly. Keep them short. Let the characters and the story propel the reader along. 
Don't let her get bored and put the book down. Finish each scene at a high point or a cliffhanger. And 
keep your promise to deliver till the very last satisfying page; the gripping, emotional, fulfilling end.

4) TOASTMASTERS - End your speech on a high-note: Lead the listeners to the strong end with a 
closing statement that encapsulates your speech's whole tone and intention. Leave them in awe or moved 
in some way. Highlight your theme and make the last closing words as strong and lasting on the audience 
as the opening hook. You may challenge, impart a certain uplifting feeling or hammer home your 
message with the intensity it demands. The last thing they hear is what they take away with them. Leave 
them wanting to hear you again.

WRITING - Satisfaction to the `Happy ever after' of the last page: Some authors have the knack of 
flawlessly meshing together all the characters, structure and theme. They know how to keep the reader 
hanging at the end of their armchair, their cup of tea left forgotten. What makes the reader want to start 
rereading your book, until your next masterpiece comes out at the bookstore? Or to rave about it to her 
friends? You've kept your promise. You've given them the most memorable and satisfying journey and 
climax.

What stays with the readers well after the story is forgotten is the emotion you evoked in them, and how 
strongly they identified with your characters. Just like the personal impact the speaker has on his fellow 
Toastmasters, make that first and lasting impression with your characters and story, plucking at the 
perfect heart-strings from your readers and your audience. They'll come back to drink again and again 
from your well of wisdom or entertainment.

The ending is just as important as the introductory hook, just like my first impression of the Toastmasters. 
My first Toastmasters meeting is going to last for years. I'm inspired and excited about my impending 
journey to self discovery, the potential for immense self-improvement and making a lasting impression on 
the world - in person as well as though my love of writing.

Tanya Freedman spreads her love of writing and art and her family as fairly as she can, between 
working in a busy real estate office, running the fun and inspiring Jolly Great Writers Group and her 
family. So far she has written three novels, and her first non-fiction book for "Start and Run" series 
for Self Counsel Press, is to be published in Spring 2007.

♥ ♥ ♥

The following article appeared in the June 2006 issue of the Galley, Georgia Romance Writers' 
monthly online newsletter. USED WITH PERMISSION. 
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Working on the Road by Stephanie Bond

It's almost inevitable that sometime during your career, you'll have to conduct business on the fly—
literally. I remember an intense negotiation once involving me, my agent, and an editor, and two of us 
were on vacation, putting all three of us in different time zones. And I recently had back-to-back trips that 
took me from Atlanta to New York to Berlin to the German countryside to Zurich and back to Atlanta, 
then to Huntsville to Charleston, and finally, back to Atlanta over a period during which I needed to turn 
in a manuscript, receive revision notes, make the revisions, and turn in a revised manuscript. Some parts 
of working on the road were easier than I expected, some more tricky. Here are some tips:

Before you leave:
If you'll be traveling abroad, check with your cell phone provider to see if you'll have service at your 
destination and what the international charges will be. (Ditto if you're traveling domestically re: roaming 
charges.)

Also, check with your cell phone service provider to see if you can receive text messages on your phone, 
to obtain the e-mail address of your phone, and to find out what the charges will be according to your 
destination.

Check with the hotels where you will be staying to see if they have Internet access and what the charges 
will be or their proximity to an Internet café.

Let your agent and editor (and assistants) know your itinerary, the time difference, and the best 
way/alternate ways to reach you. If there's a chance they'll have to overnight material to you, include the 
name, address, and phone number where you'll be staying. Also, know that some Internet kiosks won't 
allow you to open attachments, so let them know it's best if they can communicate everything in the body 
Take your editor's and agent's business cards with you so you'll have all ways to contact her/him at your 
fingertips in case you have to get creative.

If you've fallen into the habit of letting your PC "save" your sign-on/password info, make sure you know 
or write down the information so you can sign on from another machine.

If you won't have cell phone service, consider purchasing a domestic/international phone card that can be 
used from a phone at your destination. (If you're traveling abroad, know the country code(s) that you 
might be calling: U.S., Canada, etc.)

If you have to work while you're traveling, an AlphaSmart machine is unbeatable in terms of weight and 
versatility. (If you plan to transmit from your AlphaSmart to your laptop en route, don't forget the USB 
cable!)

If you're planning to take your laptop and/or cell phone abroad, buy adapters for the cords.

Don't forget to print a synopsis of your work in progress and gather all research notes.

Working on the Road continued on page 13



Mid-Michigan Mirror 13   September 2006 

Working on the Road continued from page 12

Once you're on the road:

Wi-fi hotspots to use with your laptop are available in some coffee shops, bookstores, libraries, etc., but 
the coverage and speed of connectivity can be spotty.

Most airports have Internet cafes and/or pay-as-you-go kiosks, but you might need coins in the country's 
denomination in order to use them. Also, while many Internet cafes are open 24 hours a day, don't count 
on having that same access to hotel Internet service.

If you're traveling domestically, most public libraries have free or inexpensive Internet access.

The keys on computer keyboards in non-English speaking countries are arranged differently, but are easy 
to adapt to. Don't be afraid to ask for help. If the keyboard isn't in English, ask the cashier for a machine 
with an English keyboard.

Know that once you enter the website address for your e-mail provider (such as AOL), the screen will be 
returned in the language of the country in which you are in. Scroll to the bottom of the screen to click on 
an "international" link which will allow you to select an alternate display language.

Having your editor/agent call your cell phone is more immediate assuming you're in proximity to a cell 
tower, but can be expensive. And have a backup plan in case your cell phone battery runs down and 
you're away from a power source.

Text mailing to your phone is less expensive than calling, but usually comes with length constraints. (On 
my phone, text messages longer than 160 letters/spaces will be sent in more than one transmission.)

If you'll have to e-mail work from the road to your editor, don't count on the machines in Internet cafes to 
have floppy or other drives for you to insert your diskette, CD, etc., to attach to an email. A safer bet is to 
take a flash drive and save your work to it, then take your flash drive to an Internet cafe and ask for a 
machine with a USB cable/port to connect your portable drive.

General:
Streamline your correspondence as much as possible to cut down on how many times you'll have to check 
in, such as "if I don't hear from you by Wednesday, I'll assume everything is okay/unchanged."

If you're sending e-mail to a Blackberry, start your message in the subject line, continue in the body, and 
keep the message brief.

Unexpected flight delays/weather situations, etc., might leave you stranded in airports or in your hotel 
room, so make sure you have a synopsis/future material with you to work on!

Stephanie Bond writes sexy mysteries for Mira Books (Body Movers, 8/2006), romantic comedies for 
Harlequin (Three Guys You'll Never Date, 8/2006 and Just Dare Me… 10/2006), and humorous 
romantic suspense novels for Avon Books (Finding Your Mojo, 11/2006). For writing tips and a daily 
writing blog, visit www.stephaniebond.com.

♥ ♥ ♥

CHECK OUT THESE GREAT ARTICLES:

Very good details on how to submit your manuscript:
http://www.nebraskaromancewriters.com/advice_mssSubmitting.html

Top 10 story power busters/more tips too: http://www.sff.net/people/alicia/artpower.htm

http://www.sff.net/people/alicia/artpower.htm
http://www.nebraskaromancewriters.com/advice_mssSubmitting.html
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WRITING CONTESTS

Check out Contest Alert for news on upcoming contests, plus Finalist & Winner listings, questions, etc.  
ContestAlert-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Compiled by Donna Caubarreaux, a member of Coeur de 
Louisiane, Scriptscene Chapter, NOLA Stars, Heart of Louisiana, Kiss of Death, and ChickLitWriters 
of RWA®. She received an RWA® Service Award in 1997. USED WITH PERMISSION

          MMRWA MEETINGS

Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held the third Saturday of each month on a rotating basis at 
area restaurants and meeting centers in Mid-Michigan.  The usual meeting agenda is as follows: 
11:30 a.m., lunch (optional) ♥ 1:00 p.m. (approximate time), program/speaker ♥ 2:00 p.m. 
(approximate time), business meeting.

SORRY -- DUE TO BOOKING PROBLEMS DIRECTIONS TO 
OUR SEPTEMBER MEETING ARE NOT AVAILABLE

♥ ♥ ♥

2006 MEETING SCHEDULE

September 16 in Grand Rapids –“Family Planning/Birth Control Through the Ages” 
presented by Jennifer Greene

October 21 at Portage Library--A Panel on Romance (Open to fans and book-buying 
Public)

November 18 in Jackson – “Writing Humor and Romantic Comedy” presented by Diane 
Burton and Lana Miersen 

December Holiday Party in Lansing area

 GUIDELINES FOR SUBMITTING TO THE MID-MICHIGAN MIRROR
Thank you for your interest in submitting an article to The Mid-Michigan Mirror. The Mirror can use 
articles that help us on our journey to be and stay published, to improve our skills as writers and 
business people, and keep us up to date in the writing field. This includes interviews and current 
book and website reviews.

The best font to use for the Mirror is Times New Roman 12, single spaced, one inch margins, with 
no special colors, spacing, etc. without prior approval. WORD works best.

Please submit queries and manuscripts to: mirror@midmichiganrwa.org

Looking forward to your submissions --Annette Briggs, Editor.

http://midmichiganrwa.org/
mailto:ContestAlert-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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2006 Mid-Michigan Romance Writers of America Officers

President: Wil Emerson
Vice-president: Laurie Kuna

Secretary: Cathy McClain, info@midmichiganrwa.org
Treasurer: Lisa Childs Theeuwes, treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org

2006 Mid-Michigan Romance Writers of America Committee Chairs

Cover-to-Cover: Nancy Gideon, covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org
I Will Write a Book/Write For the Money: Flavia Crowner 
Happily Ever After Contest: Jodi Lozon, contest@midmichiganrwa.org 
Library: Maris Soule and Lucy Kubash 
Membership/Historian: Dawn Bartley, members@midmichiganrwa.org 
Member Recognition: Julie Lea 
MMRWA Angel Award: Dawn Bartley
Mystery Gifts: Shar Koenig 
Newsletter Editor: Annette Briggs, mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 
Newsletter Editorial Consultant: Lana Miersen 
PAN Liaisons: Sue Charnley, Lana Miersen
Perseverance Fund: Lisa Childs Theeuwes, treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org
Policy: Cathy McClain and appointed committee
Programs/Meetings: Laurie Kuna, meetings@midmichiganrwa.org
Publicity: Jackie Braun
Retreat Chair: Pam Trombley, retreat@midmichiganrwa.org
Retreat Speaker Chair: Laurie Kuna
RWA® Pro Liaison: Tammy Kearly
Website Liaison: Lana Miersen, info@midmichiganrwa.org
Webmistress: Michelle Crean, design@crean.com

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is in need of “how to” articles, reviews of writing books and writing 
related websites, member bios and photographs, current book news and activities from chapter 
members. Please send all contributions for the Mirror to: mirror@midmichiganrwa.org. 
DEADLINE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE MIRROR is 5 days after the meeting prior to the issue in 
which you wish to appear. Thanks for your contributions, Annette Briggs, Editor.

Non-members seeking information about Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining our 
chapter, may email our membership chair at members@midmichiganrwa.org, or write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 49003-2725. Be sure to visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org and learn all about us.

http://midmichiganrwa.org/
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The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given unless the author specifies restrictions in the article. 
The Mirror staff reserves the right to edit submissions for such things as typos, punctuation, 
grammar, size requirements, and content with author’s approval, etc.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the MMRWA 
and its individual members. Market information contained herein does not constitute an 
endorsement by RWA® or MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for themselves the reliability 
and integrity of those with whom they deal.  RWA® sister chapters may reprint any information in 
this newsletter providing credit is given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, and the article’s 
author. Non-RWA® groups must secure permission from the author. Writers are encouraged to 
check market report accuracy through the RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8.

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of Mid-Michigan Chapter # 12 of Romance 
Writers of America.  Copyright © 2006 by the Mid-Michigan Romance Writers of America. 
All rights reserved, unless otherwise stated.

♥ ♥ ♥


