
Do you have a character you'd like to flesh out a little more? Would 
you like a little more male perspective on your young soldier just starting 
a military career? Do you have a flawed hero trying to overcome a 
troublesome past? A villain imposing illegal substances on your heroine? 
Perhaps your characters are caught in a computer scam. 

Join us in September when our guest speaker Dirk Bartley shares a 
variety of his experiences with us, including: 

Life as a regular guy in the Army. Why did he join the army? What 
does a regular guy do on duty? Off duty? What was South Korea like? 
What is his most memorable part of serving in the armed forces? Does 
he regret anything? 

He will share his encounter with law enforcement and narcotics. How 
did the police treat him? The court system? What did he learn from this?  

His love of computer systems and open-source software. What turned 
him on to computers? What is open-source software? What suggestions 
does he have for computer hardware and software? 

We will meet at Brewster’s in Kalamazoo on September 15th at 11:30 
a.m. Directions to the meeting are on page 2. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
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  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The purpose of the Mid-Michigan 
Chapter of Romance Writers of 
America® is to promote excellence 
in romantic fiction, to help writers 
publish and establish careers, and to 
provide continuing support for writers 
within the romance publishing 
industry. 

Dirk H. Bartley graduated Kalamazoo's Loy Norrix High School in 1983. He 
began college at Michigan Technological University before abandoning the 
frozen tundra to contemplate his next direction. He joined the U.S. Army in 
1984, completing basic training at Fort Jackson South Carolina. From there 
he was stationed at Fort Lewis Washington, spending three months in South 
Korea for a 'field exercise.' After his honorable discharge in 1986, he returned 
to Kalamazoo and attended Western Michigan University graduating in 1991 
with a Bachelor's degree in Electrical Engineering. After a hiccup with law 
enforcement, he worked at Koolant Koolers first as a test stand operator, then 
working his way up to design engineer and information technology manager. 
His strong interest in information systems and open-source software allowed 
him to obtain a position at Schupan Aluminum Sales as a Systems 
Administrator. 



 

Mid-Michigan Mirror Page 2 September 2007 
 

September Meeting Directions 

From North: 
Merge onto US-131 South to I-94 Merge onto I-94 E 
via EXIT 34A toward DETROIT for 4.1 miles. Take 
the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward KILGORE 
RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE RD. 0.1 
miles. Go 1/4 mile South moving immediately into 
the left turn lane and turn left at that next light. 
Brewster’s is at that intersection and will be 
immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right into 
Brewster’s parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 
5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
 
From West: 
Merge onto I-94 E going toward Detroit. Take the 
PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward KILGORE RD. 
0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE RD 0.1 
miles. Go 1/4 mile South, moving immediately into 
the left turn lane and turn left at that next light. 
Brewster’s is at that intersection and will be 
immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right into 
Brewster’s parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 
5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 
 
From East: 
Merge onto I-94 W toward JACKSON. When nearing 
the Kalamazoo area, Merge onto E KILGORE RD 
via EXIT 78 toward PORTAGE RD. 0.3 miles. Get 
into the left lane as you approach the ramp stoplight. 
This is a “Michigan Left” intersection; go through the 
intersection in the left lane and then take the U-
TURN to come back and turn right, going south on 
Portage Road. Go 1/4 mile South, moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at that 
next light. Brewster’s is at that intersection and will 
be immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right 
into Brewster’s parking lot. End at Brewster's 
Junction 5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
 
From South: 
Take US-131 N. Merge onto I-94 E via EXIT 34A 
toward DETROIT. 4.0 miles. Take the PORTAGE 
RD exit- EXIT 78- toward KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. 
Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE RD. 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 
mile South, moving immediately into the left turn 
lane and turn left at that next light. Brewster’s is at 
that intersection and will be immediately on your 
right as you turn. Turn right into Brewster’s parking 
lot. End at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage St, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
 

2007 MMRWA 

Meeting Schedule 
 
MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of 
Grand Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and Lansing.  The Saturday 
luncheon meetings are held from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local 
restaurants and are open to the public.  Meetings begin with lunch 
(optional) and the programs start at approximately 1:30 p.m.  There is 
no charge for the meeting and program; luncheon charges are the 
responsibility of the individual attendees. 

January:   No meeting. 
February 17:   Elks Lodge in Grand Rapids; Grand Rapids 

Police Lt. Mark Ostapowicz will speak about his 
experiences in the Grand Rapids Police Department. 

March 17:   Brewster’s Kalamazoo; Nancy Gideon compares 
“The Tortoise and the Hare approach to your writing.”   

April 20-22:  St. Ives Resort, Stanwood, Retreat From Harsh 
Reality 2007; Julie Kistler, guest author. 

May 19:  Jackson, tentatively scheduled at Daryl's Downtown.  
Gail Gaymer Martin speaks on “How to Write an 
Inspirational Romance and Get a How-to Book Published 
with Writer's Digest.” 

June 16:  La Senorita, Lansing; Jodi Lozon-Copeland 
discusses the erotica market. 

July:  No meeting. 
August 18:  Grand Rapids; Famous Dave's new location on 

Northland Drive; Kent County Assistant Prosecutor 
Kimberly Bolthouse, speaker. 

September 15:  Brewster’s, Kalamazoo; Dirk H. Bartley will 
share his life experiences and give us insight into the male 
perspective in creating our characters. 

October 20:  Tentative—Jackson Library, multi-author panel 
discussion. 

November 17:   La Senorita, Lansing; Maris Soule on writing 
mystery and romance. 

December:  Grand Rapids -- either Famous Dave's or Elks -- 
Christmas Party. 

 

 

CALENDAR  
September 
Nominating Committee appointed for 

2008 Board of Directors election. 
October 
Deadline for nominations / declaration of 

candidacy for office. 
November 
Election of 2008 Board of Directors 
“I Will Write a Book” Challenge 

Completion Deadline 
December 
Holiday Party 
Drawing for “I Will Write a Book” Winner 

Brewster’s Junction 
5135 South Portage Road 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 344-0600 
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2007 OFFICERS 
 

President 
Annette Briggs 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Vice-president 
Lisa Childs-Theeuwes 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Co-Secretaries 
Linda Cossel and Julie Lea 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

Treasurer 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

 
2007 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Cover to Cover Editor 

Editor Needed 
covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org 

Happily Ever After Contest 
Jodi Lynn Copeland 
contest@midmichiganrwa.org 

Historian/Membership/Policy 
Dawn Bartley, 
members@midmichiganrwa.org 

I Will Write a Book/Write for the 
Money 

Flavia Crowner 
Library 

Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule 
Meetings/Programs 

Lisa Childs-Theeuwes 
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org 

Member Recognition 
Julie Lea 

MMRWA Angel Award 
Lucy Kubash 

Mystery Gifts 
Roger Nelson 

Newsletter Editor 
Lana Miersen 
mirror@midmichiganrwa.org 

PAN Liaisons 
Susan Charnley and Lana Miersen 

Perseverance Fund 
Catherine McClain 
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org 

Publicity 
Wendy Lebel 

Retreat Chair 
Pam Trombley 
retreat@midmichiganrwa.org 

Retreat Speaker Chair 
Laurie Kuna 

RWA® Pro Liaison 
Tammy Kearly 

Website Liaison 
Lana Miersen 
info@midmichiganrwa.org 

The President’s 

Two Cents Worth 
 

By Annette Briggs 

Bite your tongue!  Isn’t that what we say when we’ve said 
something we shouldn’t—or something that’s way too true?  As 
writers, it’s our job—no, it’s our duty—to write and say things to stir 
people up and cause them to think.  But what if our very candid and 
sometimes completely unedited thoughts are released to the public 
unexpectedly? Have we shot ourselves in the foot? 

For instance, the private letters that Hillary Rodham Clinton, ex-
first lady and current New York senator, sent to high school friend 
John Peavoy have recently become available to the public.  The 
candid musings of young adult Hillary have the potential to hurt her 
professionally or embarrass her at this time in her life.  We’re 
constantly evolving but now people will identify her with the thoughts 
of an eighteen or nineteen year old. 

Was it reasonable for the young Hillary Rodham to assume that 
her exchange of letters would stay private?  Even though she joked 
about it with him, I think she had made the assumption they were 
private.  And we probably would have, too.  But nowadays, it isn’t 
safe to assume that everyone will honor that value.  And it’s less safe 
to depend on privacy the more well known we are. 

So what do we do to protect ourselves?  Do we stop voicing our 
opinions, stop taking a stand, or be so guarded that we crush the life 
out of our words?  Sure hope not. 

To some degree, this kind of unpleasant thing has happened to 
most of us.  With this happening so often in the world at large and in 
our personal lives, I couldn’t help wondering what I would do to 
protect myself and would it work for someone else?  This is what I 
came up with. 

When communicating as myself, I feel best with communications 
that have these qualities: 

Is it true? 
Is it fair? 
Is it constructive? 
Is it kind? 
These are not my original ideas.  I’ve encountered them many 

times presented by other people.  But my gut told me they were 
worthy guidelines for me to aspire to.  I’m not always there, but this is 
the time for me to step up the effort.  We all get scrutiny and criticism 
for our words.  For me, it’s easier to take the heat of disapproval if 
I’ve stuck to my guidelines.  You may have already figured this out.  
If not, I recommend it.  I think you’ll be pleased with the results. 

All the best, 

Annette 
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The August program consisted solely of an informal Q&A session with 
Kent County Assistant Prosecutor Kimberly Bolthouse. The format did 
not lend itself well to a recap. 

Those members who missed the meeting may check out a tape of the 
Q&A session from the chapter’s traveling library by contacting librarians 
Lucy Kubash or Maris Soule. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
 

No Program Recap for August 

—CHAPTER CHATTER— 

August Member News 

Chris Allen -Riley:  My second book, I Put a Spell on You , was released by Ellora's 
Cave on July 13th. My third book, Best Laid Plans , was released by Cerridwen Press 
on August 16th. My fourth book, Ronan's Grail , has a release date of November 14th 
from Ellora's Cave. And...last but not least, I just signed the contract for my fifth book, 
Mystic Circle , also from Ellora's Cave. (All are written under my pen name of 
Bronwyn Green) 

Dawn Bartley:  I really enjoyed judging the HEA contest. It was a pleasure and a 
challenge. Now I only hope to get back to my own manuscript. 

Tereasa Bellew:  I'm almost finished with the coordinating duties for the paranormal 
category in our HEA contest. I loved reading entries and found authors to look for 
once they get 'the call.' Entered Harlequin's Ultimate Secret contest and created a 
1,000 word scene where the hero/heroine reveal the ultimate secret. It was lots of fun 
and great practice at cutting and revising. Still waiting to hear back on a partial I sent 
in July. My fingers are crossed. And finally, I painted my bathroom--after five years of 
wanting to. 

Jackie Braun:  Found: Her Long- Lost Husband , a Harlequin Romance, received a 4 
1/2 star review from RT. 

Michelle Celmer:  I sold two books to Desire, a series with a royal theme that I'm calling 
‘Royally seduced’.The first will be out in May of 2008. In non-writing related news, I'm 
going to be a grandma this coming March! 

Sue Charnley:  Along with fellow author Pat Rasey, I am speaking at the Central Ohio 
Fiction Writer’s conference on Sept. 28 and 29, 2007. Our topic is “Finding the Write 
Publishing Path.” We would love to see a familiar face or two in the audience. 

Alison Hart:  My next book out is an HQN—Blame It On Paris —typing the last chapter 
as we speak, and it's an April 08 release. After that, I have a couple more books in 
this contract but haven't a clue what they'll be yet. My daughter's home from London 
for a week, so over the moon just being with her. 

Loralee Lillibridge:  Just returned from an awesome eleven-day Celtic Tour on a small 
ship that gave a new meaning to Adventures at Sea. More on that at a later date. 
Actively working on manuscript # 4 for Special Edition and hoping for a contract soon. 
Finishing article on the Citizen's Police Academy for an upcoming newsletter. Looking 
forward to attending Forensic U. in St. Louis, MO, in November in order to research 
for a mystery series. 

Kate McAuliffe:  I don't know if this qualifies cuz it's not writing related.  My family and I 
will be moving to Minnesota soon.  My husband found a job on the west side of 
Minneapolis in Eden Prairie.  We are looking at houses and have our house on the 
market. I have been frantically working on getting the house ready for market and 
taking care of our animals (40 hens, nine ewes, four does- goats, a ram, a whether, 2 
bucks - goats and two friends for the bucks). The kids will start school here and we 
will be moving hopefully by mid to late October. 

The Chapter publishes its 
business meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s reports, and other 
legal documents online in the 
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.  
See Policy, page 12. 
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Welcome to our new members! 

September  

8th8th8th8th   Mary Todas 
11th11th11th11th Michele Hickerty  
15th15th15th15th Wil Emerson 
 

October  

2nd2nd2nd2nd   Diane Burton 
7th7th7th7th   Patti Shenberger 
9th9th9th9th   Marianne Dobbs & 
        Sarah Reyers 
10th10th10th10th Katie Dubois 
16th16th16th16th Julie Lynn McMullen  
19th19th19th19th Diana Stout 
20th20th20th20th Karen Sontag-Holthof 
24th24th24th24th Shar Koenig 
28th28th28th28th Philine Tucker 
31st31st31st31st Lisa Childs Theeuwes 

 

 

Brandy Lanaé Martindale  is the mother of two terrific sons and the wife of a one-in-a-
million husband. She resides in central Lower Michigan. Brandy is very passionate 
about the subjects she writes about, being from an Irish family. Brandy has always 
enjoyed writing and loves the creative aspects that go into writing a story.  Brandy 
writes fantasy romance under the pen name Brandy Lanaé. She is the author of 
Sapphire Dreams , a PublishAmerica release (April 16, 2007). Her other 
interests are gardening and watching old movies from the romantic Hollywood era. 

Cynthia Falcon  is an aspiring author of historical and contemporary romance fiction. 
Cynthia is 30 years old and hails from the mitten, aka Michigan. She resides in a small 
suburb on the outskirts of Grand Rapids, which is about 40 minutes from Lake 
Michigan. Cynthia has been writing on and off since she was ten years old. She has 
dabbled in poetry, short stories, essays and–of course–novels. Unfortunately, none of 
her novels has ever been completed. This is a problem she plans to rectify. So feel 
free to visit Cynthia’s website, http://www.cynthiafalcon.com/, and join Cynthia on her 
journey as she completes her first novel. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Cynthia Falcon 

Gail Gaymer Martin:  Working on final book of Monterey Peninsula Series for 
Barbour, The Butterfly Trees,  with an October 31 deadline. The first book, And 
Baby Makes Five , will be released in October.  Will present two workshops in 
September at the American Christian Fiction Writers in Dallas, TX.  Waiting to 
hear on four-book proposal, Friends Forever, to Steeple Hill Love Inspired. Each 
book will focus on one of four women still friends from high school who experience 
romance in love set in the U.S. and a foreign country.  Also busy promoting 
December Writers Digest release, Writing The Christian Romance . 

Julie McMullen:  I finaled in our chapter's HEA contest in the paranormal category. 
Lana Miersen:  Traveling, baby-sitting, and editing newsletters; spent a few weeks 

down south visiting my newest grandchild. ☺ 
Dana Corbit Nussio:  w/a Dana Corbit, I won the 2007 Holt Medallion Award (Short 

Inspirational Category) for A Hickory Ridge Christmas  (Love Inspired Nov. 
2006)? Little Miss Matchmaker , part of the A Tiny Blessings Tale continuity for 
Steeple Hill Love Inspired, received a 4-star review from RT and will be an 
October release. Other than that, I'm busting butt trying to finish the new book, 
Homecoming at Hickory Ridge  (Love Inspired July 2008) due Sept. 30. 

Patti Shenberger:  Take No Prisoners  —Wild Rose Press—  comes out September 
1st. Getting great reviews for A Miracle Through Time  - already out in eBook 
and print - Wild Rose Press.  I am the new President of Greater Detroit RWA. Last 
cancer surgery next Wed., Aug 29th, to finish treatment up. Just sent off Scottish 
ghost story to Wild Rose Press. Ok, now I can shout it out to the world. I made 
another sale to The Wild Rose Press. My book The Laird's Lady  (remember it 
Sue Charnley, it's the one about the Scottish castle and the ghost) sold last week 
and the contract came today. I refused to say it out loud too loudly until the 
contract got here. But it's here. No pub date yet. It's the story of an American 
heroine who inherits a Scottish castle complete with a smelly dog and a ghost 
who can't pass on! It's one of my favorite books that I've ever written. So that now 
makes 3 books sold to them within a year. Oh yeah, and my pathology reports 
came back clean on Thursday!!!!! Life is good again! 

Maris Soule:  Working on PR for my December release of The Crows . Preparing to 
teach writing classes in September (and October) at the Parchment Library. Will 
be on a panel in October at the GR Public Library's "Celebration of the Book" 
being held Oct. 20th, and will be attending Magna cum Murder in Muncie, IN, the 
end of October. Slowly revising my current WIP from the information I received 
while in Skagway, Alaska. MMMMMMMMMMMM 
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Members’ Current and 
Upcoming Releases 

Jodi Lynn Copeland: Body Moves, paperback, 
Kensington Aphrodisia 

Gail Gaymer Martin:  And Baby Makes Five , 
Barbour Heartsong Presents 
Kathleen Nance:   Phoenix Unrisen , October 2, 
2007, Dorchester Publishing.  ISBN 978-0-505-
52703-5. 
 

September 2007 

Jodi Lynn Copeland: What Lies Between 
Them, eBook, Cerridwen Press 
 

October 2007 

November 2007 

Gail Gaymer Martin:  Writing the Christian 
Romance , Writers Digest Books 
 

Rosanne Bittner:  Mystic Dreamers , Mystic 
Visions  and Mystic Warriors , Tor/Forge. 
All three novels reissued by popular 
demand, in paperback with new covers. 

December 2007 
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—THE WRITING LIFE— 

GRPD Citizen Police Academy – A 

Recent Graduate’s Inside Look 

By Loralee Lillibridge 

  Three-plus hours one night a week for ten weeks. What could I 
possibly learn about law enforcement and the workings of the 
Grand Rapids Police Department in that length of time? Why would 
I want to?   
     These questions and more were asked of me by my family and 
friends. My answer was simple. Research. I wanted to include 
some law enforcement background in the category romances I 
write. And there’s a mystery or two buzzing around in my 
imagination just waiting to be written. Can you think of any better 
heroes--cowboys and cops?  I’d already researched cowboys (lots 
of fun there) but needed more accurate information about police 
officers and their work, so I enrolled in the April ’07 class at the 
GRPD Citizen Police Academy, clearly not knowing what I was 
getting into.  Ten weeks later, I have a much greater appreciation 
for the men and women who make up our law enforcement 
agencies and dedicate themselves to our safety and well-being. 
     There were three other writers besides me in the class - Marti 
Ocilka, Chris Allen-Riley, Laurie Kuna. (By the way, Marti is 
MMRWA member Michele Hickerty’s mom.) The other thirteen 
classmates were there for various reasons. Some were 
Neighborhood Watch members there to learn how to improve their 
neighborhoods, some wanted to understand how the department 
worked, and others were interested in possible job opportunities. 
We were a diverse class determined to learn all we could about the 
work of the police department.   
     Organized and led by Lt. Mark Ostapowicz and Sgt. John 
Dorer, the classes covered everything from the dangers of traffic 
stops, internal affairs investigations, Emergency Dispatch, the 
Special Response team and their weapons, how a Crisis 
Negotiator handles an emergency situation, crime scene 
procedures, Emergency  Vehicle Operation, Criminal Law, and the 
awesome K-9 Unit.  Lectures and demonstrations, as well as video 
presentations were given by officers from each department.   
     It would be impossible for me to recap each class.  The 
presentations were detailed and professionally presented by 
members of the Grand Rapids Police Department.  Needless to 
say, our class members held some very lively question and answer 
periods after each class. 
     Each week the students were challenged with new topics and 
given a chance to ask questions of the instructors.  Believe me, we 
fired off a barrage of questions every chance we had.  We watched 
videos of traffic stops and learned about the dangers the police 
officers face in such situations. Lt. Eric Payne, a Crisis Negotiator, 
spoke about how a crisis situation is handled, what skills a 

Loralee Lillibridge 

[September is back-to-school month and, as our own pistol-packing 
granny Loralee demonstrates, we are never too old to learn.]  

The CPA class 
(Loralee is in the second row, third from the right)  
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negotiator needs, and how he handled some situations in his 
career. Whether the situation involves hostages or a single person, 
time is important. The most dangerous times are at the beginning 
and ending of a crisis. 
     Lt. Dan Savage explained the responsibility of the GRPD 
Special Response Team under his command. SRT training is 
intense and highly specialized, since their duties include the 
execution of High-risk Search Warrants and response to Critical 
Incidents.  They work along with the Crisis Negotiator Unit when 
necessary.  
      We listened to Major Case Team Detective Phil Betz and 
Crime Scene Technician Darryl Clemens outline their 
responsibilities by displaying a crime scene from a past case.  The 
photos were graphic; the different methods of tracing evidence at a 
crime scene were explained in detail. It’s not like any TV series, 
either. 
  Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Kimberly Bolthouse spoke on the 
topic of Criminal Law: the basic Laws of Arrest, Search & Seizure 
and the Miranda.  We learned that domestic violence is the most 
difficult crime for an attorney to prove because 90% of victims do 
not want to prosecute.   
     The Vice Squad explained about narcotics trafficking, 
prostitution, gambling and liquor control violations. We had the 
opportunity to examine a narcotics display and hear about the way 
vice officers develop cases, work with informants as well as the 
Special Response Team. 
     When it came time for us to be introduced to the GRPD K-9 
Unit, we had the privilege to observe three working canines and 
their handlers.  Our class was also given the chance to put on the 
padded sleeve and let the dog attack.  No, I didn’t try, but Laurie 
and Chris did, and I admire their bravery. The dogs responded 
instantly to the commands they were given. The canines are 
specially trained and are all from European breeders in the 
Netherlands, Czech Republic or Poland. Their commands are 
given in the language of the dog’s birth country. One handler works 
with one dog exclusively for the entire time of the dog’s service 
years. The dog lives with the handler and becomes part of the 
family. The handlers must be willing to totally commit to the intense 
training and safety of their dogs. They go everywhere together. 
     In our last class before graduation, Lt. Ostapowicz gave a 
lecture on the basic Use of Force Procedures used by the 
G.R.P.D. The training equipment was demonstrated and class 
members were encouraged to try out some of the training gear. 
     The last part of our final class involved a surprise exercise with 
participation by class members. We were thrown into a video 
simulator that put us in the middle of a realistic scene to test our 
decision-making skills. What should we say?  What should we do?  
Shoot or don’t shoot? Each scenario was different and our reaction 
had to be instant with no time for thinking.  Our guns were 
equipped with air bullets and left laser-marks on the screen to 
show our hits. (Or not, in the case of some.)  
     Did I shoot the guy who came at me with a knife?  I’m not sure, 
because the air compressor controlling the bullets stopped during 
the exercise, but I know I fired three shots.  Surely, one of them 
found its mark. I have to admit I liked the feel of that 9mm Sig Saur 

L-R: Lt. Mark Ostapowicz, Loralee, and Sgt. John Dorer 
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MMRWA member Loralee Lillibridge has been a fan of romance 
novels for as long as she can remember. Reading them has always 
been a source of enjoyment, but writing them gives her a different 
kind of joy. She believes strongly in the power of love. Writing stories 
about ordinary people and extra-ordinary love is a way for her to 
share this joy with her readers. She makes her home in West 
Michigan with her husband of more than fifty years. Four children 
and their spouses, nine grandchildren and one great-grandchild make 
her life a very special place. 
 
Loralee’s first novel, Accidental Hero, was a December 2005 release 
from Silhouette Special Edition. Learn more about Loralee by visiting 
her website, http://www.loraleelillibridge.com. 
 

in my hand. Now, I’ll always wonder if I could have made it as a 
cop.  I guess I’ll just have to live vicariously as one through my 
novels.   
     Graduation night, June 19, 2007 – presentation of certificates, 
pins, photos with Police Chief Harry Dolan, Lt. Ostapowicz and 
Sgt. Dorer, cake and punch with family and friends. Wow!  What 
a fantastic ending to a great ten weeks. 
      I haven’t touched on the twelve-hour ride-along that each 
class member was encouraged to make, but let me say that I 
saw a different side of life on my shift with Officer Anthony 
Leonard. Outfitted in a safety vest, I was privileged to 
accompany Officer Leonard on his night shift as he explained 
each call, what his response was and why, and answered my 
many questions all through the night.   
     I expected a Thursday night to be uneventful. Big surprise! 
We made arrests, transported the subjects to jail, where I got a 
first-hand look at the booking procedure, answered domestic 
calls and minor neighborhood disturbances. One call had us 
tearing down US-131 with lights flashing and sirens screaming. 
Talk about an adrenalin rush – that was definitely scary. But 
matters were under control when we arrived on the scene. 
     Between calls, Officer Leonard and I talked about his job, how 
it affects his family and why he felt called to be a police officer. 
All were subjects that will help me to understand the dedication 
and strength of the men and women who protect us and uphold 
the law for the good of the community. Not everyone is willing to 
put his own safety on the line for a stranger. 
    Would I do it again? In a heartbeat. The GRPD is to be 
commended for offering the public the opportunity to learn how 
the system works and what members of the police force face 
every day they are at work. I highly recommend the experience.  
Check with your local law enforcement agency to see if it offers a 
course like this one. It’s educational, informative, and you will 
learn more about the law than you thought possible. MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Graduation Night! 
L-R: Lt. Ostapowicz, Loralee, Police Chief Harry Dolan 
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The 2007 Dallas Experience, 
McClain Style 

By Catherine McClain 

I arrived for my third RWA® National Conference on Tuesday so I 
could get settled in and do some exploring before the festivities got 
under way. Instead, I ended up writing uninterrupted and napping--now 
that was a treat! 

At meal times, I shoved my introverted half aside and struck up 
conversations with total strangers. While waiting for my daughter, Katie, 
to arrive on Wednesday, I visited in one of the hotel lounge areas and 
met a very nice French-Canadian writer learning to speak English. 
Another writer there turned out to be a Golden Heart finalist, and as we 
visited further, I found out she had entered our own Happily Ever After 
Contest. I am happy to report she did win the Long Historical category of 
the Golden Heart, and I am the proud owner of her very first autograph! 

As you may have guessed, the highlight of the conference for me was 
being able to spend time with Katie. This was her first conference, and I 
enjoyed showing her the ropes. While I attended workshops geared 
towards craft, Katie sat in on spotlights and classes featuring some of 
her favorite authors.  We even experienced a fire alarm in the middle of 
the night and walked down 14 flights of stairs!  Next year I’m taking 
Michelle Celmer’s advice and requesting a room on the second floor. 

I missed the PRO retreat this year but did attend the Annual General 
Meeting. It was an interesting experience, and I would encourage all who 
attend conference to sit in on the AGM. Katie and I both enjoyed the 
luncheons, the Moonlight Madness Bazaar, and bought too many books 
at the Literacy signing. We each sent home two boxes of free and 
purchased books from the conference. I donated many of mine to the 
local library. 

We didn’t have much opportunity to meet up with other Mid-Michigan 
writers, but we ran into Alison, Colleen Gleason, Lisa’s friend Mary (who 
was also up for a Golden Heart) and met with several of the Greater 
Detroit members for a dinner before the Awards Ceremony. 

If you’d like a taste of the conference, the new RWA® website has 
several podcasts, the conference blog, and a whole slew of pictures 
(several hundred of them) taken over the course of the conference. 
RomanceTV was everywhere and if you look carefully, you can spot 
Katie and me in the background during some of the pre-awards 
ceremony interviews! 

The hotel was clean, service was polite and helpful, and flights were 
uneventful. I came away from the conference with a renewed spirit and 
desire to dive back into my writing. All in all, it was a wonderful five days, 
and I’m looking forward to San Francisco in 2008! MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Dallas Skyline 

Catherine (Cay) McClain rediscovered her 
passion for writing in 2004 and joined 
both RWA® and MMRWA soon afterward.  
She was the chapter secretary in 2006, 
currently serves as chapter treasurer, and 
works a full time job as an administrative 
assistant.  She is an RWA PRO who 
writes mostly contemporary romance, with 
a bent toward older heroes and heroines, 
but also dabbles in stories of the Old West 
and contemporary suspense.  Her second 
completed manuscript, The Engineer's 
Encore, has placed in four contests, the 
most recent being the 2007 Emily Contest, 
which resulted in an editor request for a 
full manuscript.  She is currently revising 
in anticipation of the RWA® Golden Heart 
contest coming up this fall. 

[MMRWA member Cathy McClain taught herself to network and 
schmooze at the 2007 RWA National Conference in Dallas.]  

The “Readers for Life” Literacy Autographing 
raised over $56,000.00 for literacy charities. 
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Back to School at Home: 

Continuing Education for Writers 
 

Online Creative Writing Classes and 

Workshops 
 
A recommendation from MMRWA past-president Joyce Soule: I have been 

taking a few classes from Celtic Hearts Romance Writers web site, and for 
those interested in Scottish/Irish historicals and other topics, I think they've 
been very good. www.celtichearts.org is the web site for more information. 

 
Several other RWA Chapters sponsor online workshops throughout the year. 
To view current workshop offerings, go to the following links. 

http://www.heartofcarolina.org/online_classes.html 
http://www.heartsthroughhistory.com/class 
http://www.indianarwa.com/workshop.htm 
http://www.lowcountrywriters.com/online-workshops/ 
http://www.occrwa.com/classes.htm 
http://www.ovrwa.com/workshops/ 
http://www.rwamysterysuspense.org/killerinstinctsschedule.html 
http://www.rwamysterysuspense.org/murderone.html 

 
Additional workshop links: 
Earthly Charms Workshops: http://www.earthlycharms.com/workshops.htm All 

workshops conducted via a private yahoo listserv. Workshops are open to 
anyone with email capabilities. Monthly Workshops run approximately 4 
weeks.  Mini Workshops run approximately 2 weeks. Workshop fees 
payable through PayPal or by check. Checks must be received two weeks 
prior to workshop date. Questions: Email: earthlycharms@aol.com 

The eHarlequin.com Learn to Write page has writing articles, guidelines, 
submission samples, a critique service, writing contests, writing challenges, 
the Book in a Year project, community boards and more at 
http://www.eharlequin.com/store.html;jsessionid=93E9047ED4381D55049F
F1A22C30DF70?cid=535 

Gotham Writers’ Workshop: ten-week workshops taught by professional 
writers, offered online. www.WritingClasses.com. 1-877-WRITERS. 

Writer’s Digest WritersOnlineWorkshops: 
http://www.writersonlineworkshops.com. Professional one-on-one writing 
instruction for every genre, skill level and interest. 

 

Publications and Websites for Writers: 
 
The Writer’s Guide to Fiction , from the editors of The Writer  magazine. 

Order online at www.writermag.com; available in early October 2007. 
The Writer  magazine:  http://www.writermag.com 
Writer’s Digest Books:  http://www.fwbookstore.com/category/writers-digest 
Writer’s Digest  magazine:  http://www.writersdigest.com/ MMMMMMMMMMMM 

Dawn Bartley reminds us 
that this is also the perfect 
time of year to stock up on 
office supplies, or create 
that office space all your 
own. All the stores, 
especially the office supply 
stores, have most of these 
items on sale now. 
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Life is a full-time, ongoing learning experience; we’re 
always going “back to school” in one way or another. At 
present, I’m learning to live with my retired dh around the 
house 24/7, or close to it, and scheduling time alone to 
write is proving to be a challenge. I’m not proud; I asked 
for advice from friends with retired spouses (who didn’t kill 
their husbands in the first few months). They all said it 
takes time to adjust, to give it six months to a year. I 
believe we’re going to need that full year. 

Speaking of advice, thank you to the members who 
volunteered suggestions and recommendations on writers’ 
workshops, online classes, and how-to publications for this 
back to school issue—lots of different ways writers can 
learn something new to improve their craft. 

Loralee “Tex” Lillibridge took us with her to the Grand 
Rapids Police Citizens Academy for an inside look at how 
the police department functions. 

Cathy McClain wrote an account of what she learned at 
the 2007 RWA® National Conference in Dallas, RWA’s® 
annual “back to school” experience for both published and 
unpublished writers of romance. 

And our president Annette gave us more words of 
wisdom to live and write by. 

Many thanks to all who shared their wisdom, advice 
and experiences in this issue. 

Next month, the Mirror  will spotlight the chapter’s 
paranormal authors. Kathleen Nance will take us through 
the ABCs of World Building, and we’ll have the 
supernatural dish on aliens and vampires and witches—
oh, my—and the fearless authors who love to write about 
them. Be sure to check out our “enchanting” October 
issue! 

Until then, happy fantasizing and spellbound writing. ☺ 
    LanaLanaLanaLana Miersen, Editor Miersen, Editor Miersen, Editor Miersen, Editor    

 

Editor’s Note: September—the 

Back to School Month 
 

Submission Guidelines 
Topics:  writing-related—business/marketing, 

craft, how-to, interviews with industry 
professionals, book reviews, member news, 
member bios, members’ latest releases, 
and program recaps, etc. 

Manuscripts:  single-spaced, readable 12 pt. 
black font, no special formatting or colors, 
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format. 

Deadline:  the 2nd Saturday of the month, 
unless otherwise stated. Member News 
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day).  

The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer 
our original MMRWA articles to other RWA® 
chapters and loops to use with all credits given 
unless the author specifies restrictions in the 
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to 
edit submissions for such things as spelling or 
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar, 
size requirements, etc., and content with 
author’s approval. 

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any 
information in this newsletter providing credit is 
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror, 
and the article’s author. Non-RWA® groups 
must secure permission from the author.  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the 
MMRWA and its individual members. Market 
information contained herein does not 
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or 
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those 
with whom they deal.  Writers are encouraged 
to check market report accuracy through the 
RWA® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8. 

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit 
professional writers’ organization incorporated 
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting 
minutes, treasurer’s reports, and other legal 
documents of the corporation are published 
online in the files section of the restricted, 
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of 
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers 
of America®.  Copyright  ©2007 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America.  All 
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated. 

 

Non-members seeking information about 
Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining 
our chapter, may email our membership chair 
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to 
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at 
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us. 

 

—THE LAST WORD— 

Policy 
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