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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Mid-Michigan
Chapter of Romance Writers of
America® is to promote excellence in
romantic fiction, to help writers publish
and establish careers, and to provide
continuing support for writers within the
romance publishing industry.
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0 THE BOARD ROOMad

WRITER POWER
Feeling Impotent in the Restrictive Market

Post Of fi ce

By Lynette Curtis
Vice-President and Program Chair

Easy to feel impotent in the restrictive publishing market we're in these days. So
where DO we have power, and how can we use it? That's what our September's
speaker Alison Hart will be discussing during this month's program. Alison sold
her first book in 1980, and since then has sold over 75 books in the contemporary
romance genre. Her first professional writing award came from RWA®, a Silver
Medallion in 1984, followed by over twenty nominations and awards, including
being honored in RWA® Hall of Fame and most recently being honored as the
2009 receipt of the Nora Roberts Lifetime Achievement Award. Alison has been
on numerous bestseller lists, has written for Harlequin, Avon, Berkley and Dell,
and has sold over the world in over 20 languages. She has also accumulated a
number of pseudonyms, mo s t recogni z:
Jeanne Grant and Jessica Massey.

We'll meet at 11:30 AM on Saturday, September 19, 2009 at Br e w s tluaatioh
in Kalamazoo, MI. Please RSVP to Lynette Curtis at lynettemichelle@yahoo.com
so we may have an accurate headcount. DirectionstoL a S e  are ontpagé &

Alison Hart, A.K.A. Jennifer Greene,
Jeanne Grant , aside from being a lady
with a lot of names, still has a love affair
with category romance even after more
than 50 titles. It's no wonder Alison
recentty wo n her third RWA ® RITA
award and was inducted into the RWA @
Hall of Fame! She's never afraid to
tackle important women's issues such
as rape, alcoholism and yeast infections,
connecting with readers through her
best-selling books and with writers as
an avi d online networker.

When not writing or traveling, this
resident of Benton Harbor, MI, and her
husband collect antiques and raise
Newfoundlands. Alison was also our
speaker at 1999's Retreat From Reality .

‘

Alison Hart


mailto:lynettemichelle@yahoo.com
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2009 MMRWA Meeting and
Program Schedule

MMRWA holds monthly meetings on a rotating basis in the areas of G
Rapids, Jackson, Kalamazoo, and LansingThe Saturday luncheor
meetings are held frorhl:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in local restaurants aare
open to the public. Meetings begin with lurfoptional) and the programs
start at approximately 1:30 p.m. There is no charge for the meeting
program; luncheon charges are the responsibility of the individi
attendees.

January No chapter meeting. The Board will meet
January 17 with a snow day date of January 24.

February 21 (Lansing) Writing Short: Writing and
Marketing a Short Story Romance. Speaker will be
Margo Hoornstra.

March 21 (Grand Rapids) Synopsis Workshop given by
Maris Soule.

April 24-26 Retreat From Harsh Reality will be held at
Yarrow Golf and Conference Resort in August, MI.
Speaker will be Thea Devine.

May 16 (Kalamazoo) Building a Website. Speaker will be
Jamie Lynn Groos.

June 20 (Grand Rapids) Special Event: Debra Dixon will
present her Book-in-a-Day Workshop, which covers
GMC and The Hero's Journey. The workshop will run
from 10:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m. Please Note: There is a
fee for this workshop; advance registration and
payment is required for attendance. There will be no
registration at the door on the day of the event.

July: No chapter meeting.

August 15 (Lansing) The When, How and Why of Writing
a Series for Series Romance. Speaker will be Lisa
Childs.

September 19 (Kalamazoo) Writer Power: Feeling
Important in the Restrictive Market. Speaker will be
Alison Hart (AKA Jennifer Greene).

October 17 (Grand Rapids) MMRWA Idol.

November 21 (Kalamazoo) The Ins and Outs of a Crime
Lab. Speaker will be Jerry Luedecking.

December 12 (Lansing) End-of-Year Business Meeting
and Holiday Party.

Calendar & Reminders

September
19 Meeting at Brewsteros
Voting on revisions of the MMRWA By-Laws
Nominations for 2010 Board Positions

September Meeting Directions

Ju

Brewsteros
5135 South Portage Road

Kalamazoo, MI 49001
(269) 3440600

From the North: Merge onto US-131 South to [-94.
Merge onto 1-94 E via EXIT 34A toward DETROIT for
4.1 miles. Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward
KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE
RD. 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South moving immediately
into the left turn lane and turn left at that next light.
Brewsterdéds is at that int
on your right as you tur
parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage
St, Kalamazoo, M1 49001

From the West: Merge onto 1-94 E going toward Detroit.
Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward
KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE
RD 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South, moving immediately
into the left turn lane and turn left at that next light.
Brewsterdéds is at that int
on your right as you tur
parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage
St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001.

From the East: Merge onto 1-94 W toward JACKSON.
When nearing the Kalamazoo area, Merge onto E
KILGORE RD via EXIT 78 toward PORTAGE RD. 0.3
miles. Get into the left lane as you approach the ramp
stoplight. Thi s i s a i Mi
through the intersection in the left lane and then take the
U-TURN to come back and turn right, going south on
Portage Road. Go 1/4 mile South, moving immediately
into the left turn lane and turn left at that next light.
Brewsterdéds is at that int
on your right as you tur
parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage
St, Kalamazoo, Ml 49001.

From the South: Take US-131 N. Merge onto 1-94 E via
EXIT 34A toward DETROIT. 4.0 miles. Take the
PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward KILGORE RD. 0.3
miles. Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE RD. 0.1 miles. Go
1/4 mile South, moving immediately into the left turn

| ane and turn |l eft at tha
intersection and will be immediately on your right as you
turn. Turn right into Br

Brewster's Junction 5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, Ml
49001. —
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MINI-SERIES WITHIN A SERIES ROMANCE

Recap of Presentation by Lisa Childs
at the August MMRWA Meeting

By Margo Hoornstra

Trying to sell the idea of a series to a category romance
publisher might not be the best avenue for a first time author to
take. So says MMRWA 6 s -lmev publighed
author Lisa Childs.

The reason. Editors are more likely to make a multi-book offer
to someone who has been published in full length fiction before
and who has proven they have the ability to produce more than
one book. Lisabs presentation
meeting in Lansing, was based on a workshop she originally gave
with Kathleen Scheibling, Senior Editor of the Harlequin American
line at the Summer 2009 national RWA® conference.

Lisa also cautioned some editors and/or lines might not want
to commit to several books in case a particular line changes,
merges with another or is discontinued altogether. As often
happens in publishing today.

On the positive side, especially for pre-published authors, if the
series idea is interesting and written in an entertaining way,
whether the author is new or established is probably irrelevant.
The caveat here is that the series books must be strong enough in
plot development, appealing enough in character development
and compelling enough, overall, to make readers want to revisit
their stories. Secondary characters within series books need to be
stronger as well, and durable enough to carry and maintain their
own stories.

From a marketing standpoint, books in a series can trump the
sales of a stand alone title simply because readers tend to buy all
the books in a series at once, provided they are available, rather
than just one at a time. By the same token, if the stories and
characters deserve it, readers will buy and read all the series
books in a particular line as well.

The mini-series within a category romance line, Lisa noted,
can be author generated or editor generated and ultimately
produced by a single author or many.

She also offered advice on how to break into the publishing
world. Check out the websites of your target publisher or
publishers to see what particular sub genre they are highlighting
or seeking manuscripts for. The various bytes, shorter works e-
published by Harlequin, are a good way to get your name and
writing style noticed, she said.

The bottom line is to write an interesting, compelling page
turner of a story that people, editors included, will want to read.
A successful veteran of the slush pile, Lisa should know.

Margo's first story was published in i
grade school anthology before sk
was ten years old. She current
writes  romantic  short  stories
published by The Wild Rose Pres
AWhen The Worl d |
came out in January, 2008. It wa
followed by a new story each mon
during that year. Hopefully, som
novels will follow as well.

A founding member of Mid Michigai
RWA, Margo dropped  her
membership in the eighties to, as s
puts it fgo cor pi
in public relations. Whemhe finally
came to her senses and returned
writing romance, she was thrilled tc
find the group still alive and thriving.
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2009 OFFICERS

President
Lucy Kubash
info@midmichiganrwa.org
Vice-president
Lynette Curtis
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org
Secretary
Ami Weaver
info@midmichiganrwa.org
Treasurer
Roger Nelson
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org

2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Cover to Cover Editor
Nancy Gideon
covertocover@midmichiganrwa.org
Happily Ever After Contest
Catherine McClain
contest@midmichiganrwa.org
Historian/Membership/Policy
Dawn Bartley,
members@midmichiganrwa.org
| Will Write a Book/Write for the
Money
Flavia Crowner
Library
Lucy Kubash and Maris Soule
Meetings/Programs
Lynette Curtis
meetings@midmichiganrwa.org
Member Recognition
Lana Miersen & Florence Price
MMRWA Angel Award
Lana Miersen
Mystery Gifts
Catherine McClain
Newsletter Editor
Florence Price
mirror@midmichiganrwa.org
PAN Liaisons
Nancy Gideon & Loralee Lillibridge
Perseverance Fund
Roger Nelson
treasurer@midmichiganrwa.org
Publicity
Margo Hoornstra
Retreat Chair
Julie McMullen
retreat@midmichiganrwa.org
Retreat Speaker Chair
Laurie Kuna
RWA® Pro Liaison
Tammy Kearly
Website Liaison
Lana Miersen
info@midmichiganrwa.org

The Presi de

By Lucy Kubash

ltés hard to i magine that
who will fill the board positions for next year.

Provided we pass the bylaws amendment, we will need
candidates to run for President-Elect, Vice-President, and
Secretary to fill the slate for 2010. Of course members
are also welcome to run for President and Treasurer, as a
little competition never hurt any election.

Anyone who has been a member of MMRWA for at
least one year is eligible to run for office, and | encourage
some of our newer members to do so. Keeping the
wheels of the chapter greased and running is a
responsibility, but it 6s ¢
lots of people in RWA® who are more than happy to help
us do an efficient job of it.

What we need are new ideas to keep the chapter vital
and relevant to both our published and unpublished
authors, and | for one would be happy to see those new
ideas put into action.

So please think about it and if you have any questions,
our current board members would be happy to address
them for you. If you would like to be a part of the 2010
slate of nominees, our Nominating Committee (Ami
Weaver, Lisa Childs, and Laurie Kuna) would love to hear
from youl!

If you have not already done so, please read over the
bylaws amendment that was published in the August
newsletter and also with the ballot on the Business loop
and make sure to vote. The last day to vote on the
amendment will be September 19" the date of our
meeting this month. Hope to see you in September.

Happy Writing!

Lucy
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To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee
has been challenged and banned nationwide because it
contains racial slurs and adult themes.

BANNED BOOKS WEEK

Celebrate Your Freedom to Read
www.ala.org/bbooks

Every year, the last week of September is designated Banned Books Week by the American Library Association.
To help us celebrate our freedom to read, the ALA event this year is September 26-October 3.

Begun in 1982, Banned Books Week serves to remind us all of our intellectual freedom and the right to seek
information and read what we choose. A challenged book means there has been an attempt to remove it. Banned
means material was removed. Here is just a very short list of some well-known challenged and/or banned books:

The Call of the Wild
The Lord of the Rings
The Great Gatsby
The Grapes of Wrath
To Kill a Mockingbird
The Color Purple
1984

Gone With the Wind

= =4 -4 4 _a_a_9a_29

As authors, we all/l need to guard this freedom and t
the same thing, but we must protect our right to write and read the books of our choosing. Remember this month to
thank your friendly librarian and bookseller for helping promote and protect this right, and celebrate your freedom to
read!
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PROPOSAL TQOAMEND THE BYLAWS OF
MID-MICHIGAN RWA Chapter #12

The MMRWA Board would like to propose the following changes to the MMRWA bylaws:

Article 5

From:

Section 5.1 Officers. The officers of this corporation shall be the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and
Secretary, and shall be elected according to the provisions set forth in these Bylaws

To:

Section 5.1 Officers. The officers of this corporation shall be the President, President-Elect, Vice President,
Treasurer, and Secretary, and shall be elected according to the provisions set forth in these Bylaws.

Section 5.2 President (Description stays the same)
Addition:

Section 5.3 President-Elect. The President-Elect shall assist the President in performances of the
President 6s du dties sf the Bresglaninirethe tevert that the President is incapacitated or other
wise unable to perform, preside over all meetings of the Board of Directors and the membership in the
absence of the President. The President-Elect shall then assume the office of President the following year.

From:

Section 5.3 Vice President. The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President and preside over all
meetings of the Board and members in the absence of the President; be responsible for planning and
overseeing all program-related activities undertaken by the chapter, including those at regular meetings,
workshops, and conferences; and fulfill any other obligations designated by the Board. The Vice President
shall also be responsible for planning and overseeing all official chapter communications tools, including the
chapter newsletter, website, and public relations; and fulfill any other obligations designated by the Board.

To:

Section 5.4. Vice President. The Vice President shall be responsible for planning and overseeing all
program-related activities undertaken by the chapter, including those at regular meetings, workshops, and
conferences; and fulfill any other obligations designated by the board. The Vice President shall also be
responsible for planning and overseeing all official chapter communications tools, including the chapter
website, and public relations; and fulfill any other obligations designated by the Board of Directors.

Section 5.5. Secretary (Description stays the same)

Section 5.6. Treasurer (Description stays the same)

Section 5.7 Delegation of Duties (Description stays the same)
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Article 6

From:

Section 6.2 Composition. The voting members of the Board of Directors of the chapter shall consist of four
elected officers of the corporation. In addition, the following shall serve as nonvoting liaisons or advisors to the
Board: (1) the PAN I|liaison, selected by the chapteré
PRO members, and (3) the immediate past President, unless *In the event of a tie vote on the Board of Directors,
the immediate past President shall cast the deciding vote. No President who resigns or is removed from office
prior to completing his or her term shall serve in this capacity. Nonvoting Board members may attend all Board
meetings but cannot vote.

To:

Section 6.2 Composition. The voting members of the Board Directors of the chapter shall consist of the five
elected officers of the corporation. In addition, the following shall serve as nonvoting liaisons or advisors to the
Board: (1) the PAN I|liaison, selected by the chapteré
PRO members, and (3) the immediate past President. No President who resigns or is removed from office prior to
completing his or her term shall serve in this capacity. Nonvoting Board members may attend all Board meetings
but cannot vote.

From:

6.4.2 Vacancy in the office of the President. If the office of President becomes vacant, the Vice President shall
assume the office of President, and the position of Vice President shall be filled by appointment in the manner
described above. If at any time both such positions are vacant, the Board shall appoint a new President (who may
but need not be a member of the Board of Directors at the time of appointment) and a new Vice President to serve
until the next regular election.

To:

6.4.2 Vacancy in the office of the President. If the office of President becomes vacant, the President-Elect shall
assume the office of President, and the position of President-Elect shall be filled by appointment in the manner
described above. If at any time both such positions are vacant, the Board shall appoint a new President (who may
but need not be a member of the Board of Directors at the time of appointment) and a new President-Elect to
serve until the next regular election.

The Chapter publishes its
business meeting minutes,
treasurer o6s re
legal documents online in the
files section of the members-
only MMRWABUSINESS list.
See Policy, page 14.




" Page 8 September 2009 Mid - Michigan Mirror
OFFICIAL BALLOT FOR

Proposal to amend the bylaws of Mid-Michigan RWA Chapter #12

The MMRWA Board would like to propose the following changes to the MMRWA bylaws:

Article 5

From:
Section 5.1 Officers. The officers of this corporation shall be the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and
Secretary, and shall be elected according to the provisions set forth in these Bylaws

To:
Section 5.1 Officers. The officers of this corporation shall be the President, President-Elect, Vice President,
Treasurer, and Secretary, and shall be elected according to the provisions set forth in these Bylaws.

Section 5.2 President (Description stays the same)

Yes No
Addition:
Section 5.3 President-Elect. The President-E| e c t shall assist the Presideil

duties, assume the duties of the President in the event that the President is incapacitated or other wise unable to
perform, preside over all meetings of the Board of Directors and the membership in the absence of the President.
The President-Elect shall then assume the office of President the following year.

Yes No

From:

Section 5.3 Vice President. The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President and preside over all
meetings of the Board and members in the absence of the President; be responsible for planning and overseeing
all program-related activities undertaken by the chapter, including those at regular meetings, workshops, and
conferences; and fulfill any other obligations designated by the Board. The Vice President shall also be
responsible for planning and overseeing all official chapter communications tools, including the chapter
newsletter, website, and public relations; and fulfill any other obligations designated by the Board.

To:

Section 5.4. Vice President. The Vice President shall be responsible for planning and overseeing all program-
related activities undertaken by the chapter, including those at regular meetings, workshops, and conferences;
and fulfill any other obligations designated by the board. The Vice President shall also be responsible for planning
and overseeing all official chapter communications tools, including the chapter website, and public relations; and
fulfill any other obligations designated by the Board of Directors.

Section 5.5. Secretary (Description stays the same)

Section 5.6. Treasurer (Description stays the same)

Section 5.7 Delegation of Duties (Description stays the same)

Yes No
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Article 6

From:

Section 6.2 Composition. The voting members of the Board of Directors of the chapter shall consist of four
elected officers of the corporation. In addition, the following shall serve as nonvoting liaisons or advisors to the
Boar d: (1) the PAN I|iaison, selected by the <chapt
chapterés PRO members, and (3) the i mmediate past
of Directors, the immediate past President shall cast the deciding vote. No President who resigns or is
removed from office prior to completing his or her term shall serve in this capacity. Nonvoting Board members
may attend all Board meetings but cannot vote.

To:

Section 6.2 Composition. The voting members of the Board Directors of the chapter shall consist of the five
elected officers of the corporation. In addition, the following shall serve as nonvoting liaisons or advisors to the
Boar d: (1) the PAN || i ai son, memnbersg(R)tthe PRObligisort, ketected hyathpet
chapterés PRO members, and (3) the i mmediate past
office prior to completing his or her term shall serve in this capacity. Nonvoting Board members may attend all
Board meetings but cannot vote.

Yes No

From:

6.4.2 Vacancy in the office of the President. If the office of President becomes vacant, the Vice President
shall assume the office of President, and the position of Vice President shall be filled by appointment in the
manner described above. If at any time both such positions are vacant, the Board shall appoint a new
President (who may but need not be a member of the Board of Directors at the time of appointment) and a new
Vice President to serve until the next regular election.

To:

6.4.2 Vacancy in the office of the President. If the office of President becomes vacant, the President-Elect
shall assume the office of President, and the position of President-Elect shall be filled by appointment in the
manner described above. If at any time both such positions are vacant, the Board shall appoint a new
President (who may but need not be a member of the Board of Directors at the time of appointment) and a new
President-Elect to serve until the next regular election.

Yes No

Please return to Secretary Ami Weaver

Paper ballot to: P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, Ml 49003-2725
Email to: MMRW ABuUsiness-owner@yahoogroups.com
Hand deliver to September 19" meeting
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The following article ran in the Sept. 2009 issue of Love Letters, the e -newsletter of Red River
Romance Writers in  Wichita Falls, TX . Permission granted to s ister chapters to forward or
reprint with proper credit.

DIALOGUE, IT'S NOT JUST TALK

By Janet K. Brown
Here is my diagnosis for making dialogue dynamic:

D - Different Goals:
The best dialogue comes when two characters desire different goals from the conversation. This provides tension,
and dialogue should always have tension.

| - Interview your characters:
Find out how they would answer certain questions even if the questions aren't posed in your manuscript. This
deepens your knowledge of a character's reaction.

AT Action:
Fiction and non-fiction are similar to stage plays. Dialogue is more than words. We need gestures, body
language, even moments of silence to set the stage, put the reader into the story.

L - Listen to your characters talk:
Each one should have their own way of talking, so that we recognize the speech without putting their name to the
line of talk. Educated/use slang? Pet names? Recurrent phrases?

O - Out loud reading:

Prose and poetry have meter in common. When you read your work out loud, does it have rhythm, cadence, and
energy? Is it missing a word or is it three words too long? You can only tell by reading it out loud. Be sure if you
change it, to read it out loud again.

U - Use of dialogue:

Dialogue only has three uses.
1. Move the story along.
2. Intensify characterization.
3. Both.

If none of those uses apply, then take out the dialogue.

E - Eliminate words:
Dialogue should be concise. Eliminating words that we've slaved over and think are beautiful is hard, but
sometimes necessary. We can strengthen by elimination. One part of speech to eliminate almost totally is
adverbs like almost totally. Beats or tags? Which is best?

1 Beats - gestures/body language.

I Tags - he said.

1 Sometimes using neither is best.

Summary advice to helping your dialogue:

1. Read every day from your favorite writers - both in your chosen genre and in other genres.

2. Periodically read or reread a writing craft book or take an online course. For help with writing books,
check my group blog. http://www.bookstow riteby.blogspot. com

3. Write something every day even if you delete it and start again the next day.

Janet K. Brown loves and lives dialogue in short stories, romances and women's fiction in Wichita Falls,
Texas.
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Cynthia Arends i Got about 5K of UNLEASING completed.
Grandmother passed away in May and my mother broke
her foot, so | 6ve been doi
Went to DC for RWA® and had a request from Kim L. at
Bookends, LLC. Also pitched to Harlequin Steeple Hill,
LOL!

Dawn Bartley i Finishing WIP; coping with the loss of our
first dog.

Holli Bertram 7 Working on a new paranormal that she is
determined to finish by December.

Annette Briggs 1 Vacationed with my husband at the
Cartier Manson in Ludington where | worked vigorously
on my WIP and picked up some first-hand historical info.
Those 1905 showers were really weird!

Lisa Cardle 7 Preparing two manuscripts for contest entry
and submission. Researching "Adding emotion" to
strengthen character.

Lisa Childs 7 Working on deadlines, trying to keep kids from
killing each other before school starts, have next book in
the CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY out September from
Harlequin American and first vampire story out this
December in HOLIDAY WITH A VAMPIRE 11l Silhouette
Nocture Anthology.

Leila Davis i Checking out various agents, have completed
YA mystery/romance to submit. Preparing for cruise to
Alaska next week. I'm five miles from new terminal, no
planes!

Rohn Federbush i The RWA® experience was gratifying.
New doors opened and | found encouraging contacts. |
received five requests for two of my finished-manuscript
proposals, which | have as yet not delivered. The trouble
is, | found so many ways to re-layer the latest work. Also,
tomorrow I'm being interviewed as a 'struggling novelist'
for a local paper, the Independent Times. Write On!

Donna Garrison i Enjoyed summer with the family, but
looking forward to September and the return to routine,
including writing.

Margo Hoornstra i HONORABLE INTENTIONS coming
out in October. Next two
are fAin progress. o

Tammy Kearly i Working on a new WIP. Agent will be re-
submitting finished mystery soon.

Anne Marie King-Jakubiak 1 Still doing research. Been
spending too much time on the road to get much done.
When 1 6m home, | spend too

Lucy Kubash i Wrote a few new pages on WIP. Went to
National and hope to finish second book to submit to Wild
Rose Press.

Laurie Kuna i Sent proposal of WIP (requested) to
Katherine Lye at Harlequin Blaze and Laurie McClean (an
agent). Fourth ImaJinn book should be out (God willing)
by November.

0 CHAPTER CHATTER
MEMBER NEWS

Loralee Lillibridge 7 Finished requested revisions for
Special Edition editor. Participated in the Harlequin
60th Anniversary two-day event at Don's Books in
Kokomo, IN in August. Working on next
contemporary for submission to SE.

Melissa Ford Lucken i Started working on an MFA in
Creative Writing FATE UNBOUND coming out in
October from TotalEBound.

Lana Mierson i Not much writing. Dealing with flood
aftermath in our lower level T the house is a mess i
have computer set up in the kitchen and have to
share it with my dh. Did some work on the website.
Now have to deal with health issues.

Malea Powell i Had a challenging summer that included
four funerals, two vacations and 1 surprisingly i
ninety pages written in her WIP.

Florence Price i Eagerly anticipating the start of the
school year and some quiet time to work on my
WIPJ .

Ami Weaver i Waiting for kids to go back to school so |
can finally write. Meantime, working in my garden
and enjoying my kids.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

September

08 Mary Todas
15 Wil A. Emerson

October

02 Diane Burton
Florence Price

11 Barbara Johnson

16 Julie Lynn McMullen

20 Karen Sontag-Holthof

24 Shar Koenig

31 Lisa Childs-Theeuwes
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0 THE FINAL REFLECTIONS

| t s t he Most Wi

the Year

No, Il 6m not tal king about
about THE START OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.

You may have seen the television commercial for the office
supply store Stapl es, esuhTame efthé
Year , 0 sung by Andy Willi ams
intercom. This commercial was first released in 1994, but it still
strikes a cord that reverberates through the collective parental
psyche fifteen years later.

While the dad ecstatically skips and pirouettes through the
store isles on the back of his cart, his expression manically
gleeful as he joyfully clicks staplers to the beat of the song, m
emotionally skipping and clicking along with him. No matter
how many times | see this commercial, it never fails to amuse
me. Of cour se, my kids |l ook at
time they hear me chuckle to myself when this commercial
happens to play. | try to keep my delight from showing too
much, but sometimes it just leaks out.

During the almost three solid months of having six daycare
children occupying my home all day, every day, Monday
through Friday, in addition to my own two younger children, |
would look at my computer longingly and fantasize about the
precious quiet solitude of a real, honest-to-goodness naptime. |
didnét even bother frustratin
What would be the point? By the end of the day, my brain had
been mashed to mush by struggling through arguments over
Barbie dolls and baby dolls, who got the swing first, negotiations
on what television shows we 6 d waadt pcokiding nutritious
and varied meals and snacks for eight kids, besides the added
entertainment of ,0anfidWh afitDbos |If ohr
under weSar ¥@@u see,dtlobnm dnittittlle
time summer ends and school begins.

And, for almost three solid months, besides dealing with my
j ob, |l 6ve been going through
my WIP, furtively scribble a few notes in my notebook and
dream of the day when the time between 1:00 pm and 3:00 pm
would be mine to do with what | willed. Now it 6s flt
is, indeed, the most wonderful time of the year!!!

Florence Podaditor

Oh yeatl
doi n-
HAPPY DANCE

Submission Guidelines

Topics:  writing-relatedd business/marketing,
craft, how-to, interviews with industry
professionals, book reviews, member news,
me mber bi os, me mber
and program recaps, etc.

Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt.
black font, no special formatting or colors,
one-inch margins, saved in rich text format.

Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month,
unless otherwise stated. Member News
deadline is the 3rd Saturday (meeting day).

Policy

The Mid-Mi ¢ hi g a n polty is to offen
our original MMRWA articles to other RWA®
chapters and loops to use with all credits given
unless the author specifies restrictions in the
article. The Mirror staff reserves the right to
edit submissions for such things as spelling or
typographical errors, punctuation, grammar,
size requirements, etc., and content with
aut hordés approval

RWA® sister chapters may reprint any
information in this newsletter providing credit is
given to MMRWA, The Mid-Michigan Mirror,
and the art i cl|-RAAS groaps
must secure permission from the author.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter
are not necessarily those of RWA®, or of the
MMRWA and its individual members. Market
information contained herein does not
constitute an endorsement by RWA® or
MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for
themselves the reliability and integrity of those
with whom they deal. Writers are encouraged
to check market report accuracy through the
RWA?® Hotline, (281) 440-6885, press 8.

Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit
professional writersao
in the State of Michigan. The business meeting
mi nut es, treasurer o6s
documents of the corporation are published
online in the files section of the restricted,
members-only MMRWABUSINESS list.

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of
Mid-Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers
of America®. Copyright ©2009 by the Mid-
Michigan Romance Writers of America. All
rights reserved, unless otherwise stated.

Chapter Information

Non-members seeking information about
Mid-Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining
our chapter, may email our membership chair
at members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to
MMRWA, P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI
49003-2725, or visit our chapter online at
www.midmichiganrwa.org to learn all about us.

_—
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Member sd Current and |
Summer/Fall 2009

Lisa Childs: Once A Hero follows up Once A Lawman. It's a May 09 release and
Once A Cop is a September release.

Once a Herd
I !

Lucy Naylor Kubash: Chance's Return, released May 1, 2009, from White Rose
Publishing. Available in digital format at whiterosepublishing.com, and print at
Amazon and Barnes and Noble online.

o inee s
RETURN

Jackie Braun: Boardroom Baby Surprise, Harlequin Romance, August, 2009

-

%’Mﬁc&
bJ
JACKIE BRAUN

Boardroom Baby Surprise



http://whiterosepublishing.com/
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Me mber sd Cu Upcemng Redeasds
Summer/Fall 2009
Continued

Cindy Spence-Pape: Guardian Investigations #2: Wings of the Raven (e-book) Total-
E-Bound, August 17, 2009, Marry Me, Marietta(e-boo k) EIl | orads Cave
Heroes of Stone #4: Stoneand Sky (e-boo k) EI | or ads ,2D@9yNailed iDc t
the anthology Carnal Reunions (e-book) Resplendence Publishing, November 10, 2009

MARRY
ME, W?mww@

CINDY'
SPENCER PAPE

Margo Hoornstra: Honorable Intentions is set for an October 16, 2009 release
from The Wild Rose Press.



