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Social Media 101  
Topic of September 18, 2010 Meeting 

 

by Margo Hoornstra 
Vice President/Publicity Chair 

 

Ever go on the Internet then try to enter a chat room or comment on 
a blog and not have a clue how? 

Or, heard about Facebook and Twitter, but haven‘t yet created a 
presence on either? Or maybe you have set up a Facebook page and are 
thinking—now what? 
 We‘ve all seen the current surge to electronic publishing by even 
the most traditional mass market houses. The handwriting is, as they say, 
on the wall. More appropriate terminology might be, on the iPad. The way 
we communicate—especially as writers—is changing, so we‘d all better 
learn how to keep up. 
 Mia Johnson, Microsoft Certified Technology Specialist in both SQL 
Server 2005 Business Intelligence Application Development, and Share 
Point 2007 Configuration, will do her best to help us do just that. In her 
presentation Social Media 101, she will let us in on the different social 
media options like what sites are available, what they are intended for, how 
to register and how to promote yourself as an author to sell books. 
 Mia graduated, with Honors, from Western Michigan University in 
2007 with a major in Electronic Business Design. She has developed web 
applications for Fortune 500 companies, and is currently employed by 
Microsoft Gold Certified Partner in Grand Rapids. 
 Aside from being a fabulous talent as a web designer—with very 
reasonable rates—Mia is a pride and joy of our very own Maris Soule. 
 From the BTW Department: That same day, MMRWA members 
Nancy, Cindy, Laurie and Lisa will give a presentation at the Portage 
Library starting at 3:00 PM. (See page 4). We will be sure to have Mia 
provide her presentation at the MMRWA meeting early on, so those who 
want to can attend both events. 
 As always, please let me know, via e-mail at 
mjhoornstra@sbcglobal.net if you plan to join us at Brewster‘s on 
September 18th. Also, if you have specific questions you would like Mia to 
address, please send those to me as well. 
 See you there! 
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The President’s Corner  
 

By Lucy Kubash 
  

 
In September, I always like to remind 
everyone of the American Library 
Association‘s Banned Books Week, which 
this year is observed September 25-October 
2. More books than you can imagine have 
been challenged or banned at one time or 
another. Courtesy of the September AARP 
Bulletin, here are just a few: 
 
Too Political—Uncle Tom‘s Cabin, All Quiet 
on the Western Front, 1984, Doctor Zhivago, 
and In the Spirit of Crazy Horse. 
 
Too Much Sex—Ulysses, The Sun Also Rises, Peyton Place, Jaws, and 
Forever. 
 
Irreligious—On the Origin of Species, The Lord of the Rings trilogy, Bless Me, 
Ultima, and the Harry Potter series. 
 
Socially Offensive—The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, Gone With the 
Wind, To Kill a Mockingbird, One Flew Over the Cuckoo‘s Nest, and Cujo. 
 
Surprising how many of them are considered classics and yet someone or 
group has removed or tried to have them removed from a school or library. To 
me, one of our most precious freedoms is being able to read whatever we 
choose without fear of censor. It‘s a freedom we shouldn‘t take lightly and 
should guard zealously.  
 
In September, members of MMRWA also need to start thinking about choosing 
a new board for the following year. For 2011, we need to fill the positions of 
president-elect and secretary, as well as newsletter editor. Florence will of 
course be our new president (having been president-elect this year) and Margo 
and Rosanne have agreed to serve another term as vice-president and 
treasurer. The position of president-elect allows one to serve on the board for a 
year before taking on the role of president, and I hope it‘s been helpful for our 
first president-elect.   
 
Please consider serving in one of these positions. It might sound scary, but one 
thing about our chapter is that we‘re all very helpful and more than willing to 
answer questions. Serving in any capacity involves a time commitment, but it 
truly is a rewarding learning experience. If you would like to run for any of the 
board positions, please contact the nominating committee, Florence Price, 
Loralee Lillibridge, and Laurie Kuna.  
 
Thanks and Happy Writing! 

  

Lucy 
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MMRWA 2010  
MEETING SCHEDULE 

 
 

January  –  No chapter meeting. 
 
February 20  
 Grand Rapids  –  Member critique 
 
March 20  

 Lansing  –  Tax Strategies for Writers 
   Speaker: Bruce Meyers 
   Hantz Financial Group 
 
April 16 – 18 
 Kalamazoo  –  Retreat from Harsh Reality  
   Speaker: Jo Ann Ferguson 
 
May 15  
 Jackson  –  A Writer's 7 Steps to  
     Positivity 
    Speaker: Connie Smith  
 
June 19   

 Grand Rapids  –  Member critique 
 
July  – No Meeting  

 
August 21  
 Lansing  –  Query Letter Idol 

 
September 18 – Meeting starts at 11:00 a.m. 

 Kalamazoo  –  How to Access the  
    Internet 
October 16  
 Jackson  –  Rebounding Panel 

 
November 20  

 Grand Rapids  –  Member Critique/ 
   Leadership Discussion 
 
December 11  

Lansing  –  Christmas Party 
 

 

September 
Meeting Directions 

 

Brewster’s Junction 
5135 South Portage Road 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 344-0600 
 

From the North: Merge onto US-131 South to I-94 
Merge onto I-94 E via EXIT 34A toward DETROIT 
for 4.1 miles. Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- 
toward KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto 
PORTAGE RD. 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at that 
next light. Brewster‘s is at that intersection and will 
be immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right 
into Brewster‘s parking lot. End at Brewster's 
Junction 5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

 
From the West: Merge onto I-94 E going toward 

Detroit. Take the PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- 
toward KILGORE RD. 0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto 
PORTAGE RD 0.1 miles. Go 1/4 mile South, moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at that 
next light. Brewster‘s is at that intersection and will 
be immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right 
into Brewster‘s parking lot. End at Brewster's 
Junction 5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 

 
From the East: Merge onto I-94 W toward JACKSON. 

When nearing the Kalamazoo area, Merge onto E 
KILGORE RD via EXIT 78 toward PORTAGE RD. 
0.3 miles. Get into the left lane as you approach the 
ramp stoplight. This is a ―Michigan Left‖ intersection; 
go through the intersection in the left lane and then 
take the U-TURN to come back and turn right, going 
south on Portage Road. Go 1/4 mile South, moving 
immediately into the left turn lane and turn left at that 
next light. Brewster‘s is at that intersection and will 
be immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right 
into Brewster‘s parking lot. End at Brewster's 
Junction 5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

 
From the South: Take US-131 N. Merge onto I-94 E 

via EXIT 34A toward DETROIT. 4.0 miles. Take the 
PORTAGE RD exit- EXIT 78- toward KILGORE RD. 
0.3 miles. Turn RIGHT onto PORTAGE RD. 0.1 
miles. Go 1/4 mile South, moving immediately into 
the left turn lane and turn left at that next light. 
Brewster‘s is at that intersection and will be 
immediately on your right as you turn. Turn right into 
Brewster‘s parking lot. End at Brewster's Junction 
5135 S. Portage St, Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
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When Did Fangs Become Sexy? 
 

An afternoon of paranormal romance 
for readers and writers alike 

 
September 18, 2010 

3 - 5pm 

Portage District Library 

300 Library Lane, Portage 

Free event 

Join authors: 

Nancy Gideon, Laurie Kuna, Lisa Childs, & Arianna Skye 

Special appearance by author Ruth Ryan Langan 

Chat with Patricia Lazarus, a graphic artist 

who works wonders with book covers. 

 
Join us as we learn about the art and business 
of successfully creating a paranormal romance. 

 
KAZOO BOOKS 

& 
THE MID-MICHIGAN ROMANCE WRITERS OF AMERICA 

 
www.kazoobooks.com 

269-385-2665 
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CHAPTER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Bylaws amendment 
 
If we are to change the name of our published authors‘ group from PAN to PAGE (Published Authors‘ 
Group Exchange), we need to amend the chapter bylaws. The board will present the amendment at 
the September meeting and it will then appear in the October newsletter for the membership to vote 
on. 
 
The change is necessary because RWA® now requires chapters to only use the name PAN if they 
also abide by the criteria currently used by RWA® for membership.   
 

Change in November Program 
 
The November program is member critique. However, the business meeting will be extended to 
include a discussion regarding the Chapter‘s short-term and long-term goals, its mission, and how we 
see the Chapter in the future. This discussion is a product of the RWA National Leadership workshop. 
Florence Price, MMRWA President-Elect, attended the workshop. See page 6 for a synopsis of the 
workshop. Please keep the future of MMRWA in mind as we approach the November meeting and 
come prepared with your thoughts and ideas. 
  

Chapter Board Members – Elections  
 
Voting for the 2011 Chapter Board Members will occur at the November chapter meeting. At this time, 
the president-elect and secretary positions are open. If you would like to run for any of the board 
positions, please contact the nominating committee, Florence Price, Loralee Lillibridge, and Laurie 
Kuna. Additionally, the position of 2011 newsletter editor is open. Please consider serving in one of 
these positions.  
 

 
     

          
 
      
    
     
 

 
 

 

  

 

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS 

Patricia L. Klein, Grand Rapids  
Sally Van Kuik, Jenison  
Kimberly E. Gouwens, Grass Lake 

 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY! 

September 
 
08  Mary Todas 
09  Elizabeth Fortin, Ph.D. 
15  Wil A. Emerson 
10  Katharine DuBois 

24  Beverly Betz 
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Review of Leadership Seminar 
2010 RWA® National Conference 

Orlando, Florida 
 

By Florence Price, 
President-Elect 
 

There was quite a bit of discussion regarding the development of a vision or picture of our chapter at 
a future point in time and how strategic planning is necessary in achieving that vision.  
 
Do we have a plan for where we want our chapter to be in, say, three years?  
 
Should our chapter develop a Strategic Plan? I think if we want to be a healthy viable association, it‘s 
an issue that, at the very least, should be considered. 
 
Some questions to consider when developing a Strategic Plan are: 
 
What is the purpose or objectives of our Chapter?  
 
Our Mission Statement reads: 
 

The purpose of the Mid-Michigan Chapter of Romance Writers of America® is to promote 
excellence in romantic fiction, to help writers publish and establish careers, and to provide 
continuing support for writers within the romance publishing industry. 

 
Looking at our chapter at this point in time, does our Chapter fulfill that Mission Statement for all of 
our members?  
 
Does our chapter have clearly defined objectives?  
 
Does our chapter have definitive strategies, prioritized programs, services, initiatives or other actions 
that will have the greatest impact in supporting the accomplishment of our objectives? 
 
 Questions we were asked to consider in regards to our chapters: 
 

1) How do we keep our published authors engaged? 
2) How do we keep our unpublished members engaged? 
3) Who is responsible for following through with volunteers? 
4) Do we have meaningful events for our chapter? 
5) Do we offer networking and opportunities for member growth? 
6) Are the programs provided relevant to our members? 
7) Do we have relationships with local bookstores, libraries, schools, etc.? 
8) Are our committees responsible for the goals that are assigned to them? 
9) Do we Inform and Advocate? 
10) Should we form a Membership Recruitment and Retention Committee? 
11) Should we form a Board Development Committee? 
12) Should we form a Comparative Research Committee? 
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Editor’s Note: MMRWA Member Constance Smith presented A Writer’s 7 Steps to Positivity at the MMRWA 

May chapter meeting. She has generously agreed to allow each of the seven steps to be reprinted in the Mid-
Michigan Mirror in a seven part series extending from June, 2010 through February, 2011. Thank you, Connie! 

 
COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL. For more information, please contact the author at constance2000@aol.com 
or the editor at alyssa.marble@gmail.com. 
 

A Writer’s 7 Steps to Positivity 
 

Step 3: Fill Your Cup 
 

By Constance Smith 
 

Fill Your Cup 
 
Step 3 to Positivity is:  Fill Your Cup.  Your cup is a precious vessel that holds your energy or life 
force.  As a writer, you need energy, and lots of it, to brainstorm, plot, write and rewrite until you put 
the final touches on your manuscript.  Most projects take months to complete, and others a year or 
more.  The best way to sustain energy is to fill your cup and also prevent energy drains that can sap 
your strength.   

 
Energy Basics 
 
The Energy 101 basics are good food, exercise, and proper rest.  While working, keep a pace that 
honors your physical means, take breaks when necessary and learn to say ―No‖ to volunteer work, 
organizations and meetings when you can‘t manage more.  Guarding your schedule so you can 
spend time writing isn‘t being selfish.  It‘s honoring who you are, and what you want, and taking 
definite steps toward getting it. 

 
Take Some Time 
 
Indulging the senses can also restore depleted energy.  Sip a full bodied Merlot; burn some lavender 
incense, listen to a moving piece of music.  Laugher and fun, and being with people who love and 
support you can be energizing and also fuel your inspiration.  Take a break from your normal routine, 
step out of your comfort zone and see what happens.  Go on a nature walk and stand on a bluff 
overlooking a serene body of water as the setting sun paints liquid-orange ripples across the horizon.  
Or, take a trip to another country, meet the people, learn the language and immerse yourself in a new 
culture.   

     
The Power of the Human Spirit 
 
There is another aspect to energy—the innate power of the human spirit.  The World’s Fastest Indian 
is a movie about the true story of Burt Munro who has spent twenty years of his life developing a 
1920 Indian motorcycle to be the fastest in Australia and New Zealand.  Burt‘s dream is to travel to 
the USA to compete in Bonneville Speed Week.  But he meets with obstacles and skepticism and big 
city people who don‘t believe a simpleton like him has got what it takes.  In his abrupt, but friendly 
nature, Burt presses on, overcomes each hurdle, even having to repair his bike and gain recognition 
so he will finally be allowed to participate in the race.  Eventually he is given the opportunity to  
 



Page 8 September 2010 Mid-Michigan Mirror 

 
 
compete in the timed run.  He achieves his 200mph run then falls after the race.  His leg is burned, 
but Burt has succeeded. 
 
What allowed an average guy like Burt to succeed against all the odds?  The simple answer is the 
power of his human spirit.  Burt didn‘t have any attachment to other people‘s negative energy; he had 
a secure sense of self and honor so his power (or energy) base was not eroded by false symbols of 
money, the so-called experts, and external authority.  Burt Munro had personal power.  He knew what 
he wanted (what he believed in) and kept going until he got it.   

 
The 4 Energy Drains 

  
In her book Anatomy of the Spirit, author and energy medicine expert Carolyn Myss talks about life 
energy and how it flows through the 7 major centers (or chakras) of our body.  These energy centers 
represent major biological batteries of your emotional biography.   
 
Ask yourself these questions:  Is your energy often sapped by your attachment to other people‘s 
negative energy or opinions?  Do you have a strong sense of security, or is your personal power 
based on money, sex, or a certain person that you need approval from and who directs your life?  
How can you secure your sense of self and personal power? 
 
Becoming aware of energy drains is your first step to keeping your cup full.  Myss describes them in 4 
categories:  1) The people I can‘t forgive 2) The people whose approval I need 3) The people I need 
to control and 4) money. 
 
Attachments to people that we need to control or get approval from, or can‘t forgive for past 
transgressions, keeps us tethered to unhealthy emotional dynamics that continually sap our strength 
and health.  Attachment to money can bind you to a writing project that you‘re not interested in or hold 
you in a job that kills your spirit.  It can also force you to work too hard and at a pace too fast, to keep 
up with your wish list of material things.  If your things, and servicing the payments on them, become 
the driving force to go to work each day it might be time to regroup and find a more satisfying and 
comfortable balance.  
 
Writing in Balance  
 
So, how do you find the energy to fuel your writing?  Make choices to live your life in a way that 
supports your physical health, your emotional well being, and strengthens the power of your human 
spirit.   

 
Constance Smith is a dentist, writer and care giver to her husband who has Parkinson's disease. She 
believes that through adversity we can find transformation and reinvent our lives. Positivity is learning 
to trust your personal creative process. 
 

Please look for Step 4 in the October, 2010 Mid-Michigan Mirror. 
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The following was published in the August issue of the Heartline Herald, newsletter of New Jersey Romance Writers. It may be 
used or forwarded by RWA chapters with proper attribution to Anna and NJRW. 
 

Learning to Write Faster 
 

by Anna DePalo 
 

A bad thing happened to me on the way to a romance writing career.  In a word, *kids*. 
 
Now, I love my children, but there‘s no disputing that (little) kids are a time suck that makes getting things done so much 
more challenging. 
 
Suddenly, I needed to learn how to be efficient.  A lot more efficient. No more slaving over every word, or trolling the 
Internet mid-paragraph for some arcane piece of research. 
 
So, along the way, I picked up a few tips from the experts about how to write faster, as well as figuring a few things out on 
my own.  The following is what worked for me.  It could work for you if you find yourself equally time-challenged for 
whatever reason (let‘s say you‘re returning to work full-time, or you suddenly need to start caring for a sick family 
member). 
 
Write straight through.   Try not to go back and edit (and re-edit) what you wrote—at least not until you‘re well into the 
book.  Really.  As Nora Roberts said, ―I can always fix a bad page.  I can‘t fix a blank one.‖ 
 
If you take the time to polish every five pages or ten pages, you may find yourself slaving over passages that later need to 
be deleted or changed.  If you find that you need to research something that will send you off on a tangent, try leaving a 
blank spot with underscores in the manuscript to hold your place. 
 
Note that I‘m not suggesting that you compromise quality, but just be smart about how you spend your editing time.  The 
majority of very successful romance novelists are also fairly prolific writers.  The nature of the publishing industry these 
days almost demands it.  So, backload your editing.  Edit a lot at the end. 
 
Write in short spurts.  Set a timer, if necessary.  I like to think of writing a novel as a series of short sprints that add up to 
a marathon.  This method will also help you avoid the pitfall of getting out of the groove of a story while you wait for your 
next consecutive five free hours—which may be never.  In between sprints, you can get up and stretch, make coffee, do 
laundry or whatever. 
 
If I had enough short sprints available to me, I‘d do a challenge such as Book in a Week or National Novel Writing Month.  
Sadly, I don‘t.  Instead, I‘m proof that, regardless, it is possible to write a book in a reasonable amount of time. 
 
Manage your day in a smart way.  When the kids are awake and playing (or yes, I admit it, watching TV), I do writing 
business that is short and less involved.  I answer emails, update my web site or write articles.  I save most of the novel 
writing for when the kids are at school, sleeping, napping, out of the house or distracted by the occasional sitter. 
 
Do not make yourself crazy.  There‘s a perception that all brilliant creative types were mad, sad and bad, but I prefer to 
hold on to my sanity—at least until the kids leave the house <g>.  I discovered that I can‘t write with a lot of distractions  or 
―on the run‖ while a kid plays Little League or jumps around the playground.  Likewise, I haven‘t tried voice-recognition 
software that will let me speak my novel a computer.  These methods, however, may work for you.  We each have our 
own threshold for multitasking or even being able to write ―messy.‖ 
 
Here‘s the funny thing: along the way to writing faster, I became a better writer, not a worse one.  It's as if writing faster 
unchained my inner muse.  No more self-censoring.  And writing faster also meant I was writing more.  I was getting 
better simply by writing, writing, writing. I was well on my way to putting in Malcolm Gladwell's  minimum of 10,000 
practice hours to develop a skill. 
 
So, get it to it, and I‘ll see you at the finish line! 
 
Anna DePalo’s tenth book, HIS BLACK SHEEP BRIDE, the first in her Aristocratic Grooms trilogy, is out from Silhouette 
Desire in August  2010. You can find her at www.annadepalo.com, on Facebook and MySpace, and at 
http://community.eharlequin.com/content/silhouette-desire-author-blog.  A long-time NJRW member, she lives with her 
husband, son and daughter in Brooklyn.
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The following article may be used by other RWA sister organizations with proper credit to chapter and author. It was first 
used in the August 2010 issue of MARA Matters, newsletter for the Mid-America Romance Authors. 
 

Networking 
 
By Sunny Cole 
 

Two things that have struck me are that unpublished writers wonder if it applies to them and published authors often 
forget how to do it. Networking, however, is a beast that begs to be tamed—and you can do it as well as the next person. 
  

1.      Networking isn‗t about using people. It‗s about helping people. 
 

First and foremost, networking is part of a writer‗s business. To know those in the industry and appreciate their talents 
opens the door for them to respond likewise. The first book-signing I handled was my idea. Nobody asked me to do it. In 
fact, few people thought I could pull it off. But I was new to writing, unsure of my own talents, yet eager to learn more 
about the who, what, and how of writing. 
 
In order to meet the movers and shakers, I first had to become involved, I had to volunteer—and in doing so, I had to keep 
my word so that others could see that I was some-one upon whom they could depend. I didn‗t take on projects I couldn‗t 
handle—saying no was difficult but necessary. If we volunteer and can‗t fulfill our obligations, we‗re perceived as flakes, 
wanna-bees, those who are all talk and no action. 
  

That first book-signing? In the beginning of our relationship, the then-unpublished writer had approached me after I‗d won 
honorable mention in a regional contest. She was the reporter for a writers‗ group I had just joined and wanted to chat-up 
members who were putting their necks on the line for their craft. I never forgot how special she made me feel, so two 
years later when I volunteered for a position on that very board, I remembered her…and she remembered me. She had 
just sold her first book, and I offered to set up a book-signing in Stillwater, Oklahoma. She was an unknown, the small 
university town wasn‗t that large—especially during summer break, and it was ninety minutes from the nearest metropolis. 
It wasn‗t uncommon for even a well-known author to sit all day and sell three books in a major city, but because of the 
promotion we did, Janis sold ninety-seven. Later she became a best-selling author and an advocate for writers‗ rights—
and she became national president of RWA. She knew she could count on me so reeled me in to help her with a few 
things, and along the way she became my mentor. Nobody used anyone. We were friends. 
  

2.      Networking cannot be done in a vacuum. 
  

Even multi-published authors forget how this is done. They spend hours sitting at their computers writing and later 
wondering why they haven‗t advanced, why this book didn‗t make a bestseller list or why that one didn‗t get picked up by 
a book club, a Rita nomination, or even an article in their hometown newspaper. 
  

Take a cue from writers like Julie Leto, Judith Arnold, Cindi Myers, and my friend Carol Lynne. Great networkers find what 
works best for them and perfect it. They‗re not afraid to rock the proverbial boat—they stand up for what they believe, 
despite the risk of being unpopular for a while. And they give more than they take from the business. All of the 
aforementioned women are different. They don‗t share the same beliefs, political, religious, or otherwise. But they 
are all strong networkers.  
  

Julie risked moving from a zone of comfort in her writing to one that threw her from category into mainstream—and even if 
it seemed to happen quickly, it didn‗t. One of the things that works best for this writer is her ability to write for more than 
one house and to keep her voice consistent for the publisher in question, whether the books are romantic suspense, 
romantic comedy, or simply hot, spicy tales involving the wrong bed or a bet gone awry. 
 

I‘m assuming that she, like other major league hitters, has jumped into business with either small publishers or e-
publishers, those not in the New York norm‗, because doing so makes sense. It means money and name-recognition. It 
furthers her personal business plan, and it expands her circle of readers while helping a new publisher get started or 
showing other writers that it‗s okay to diversify.  
  

Big-name authors who turn to small press or e-pubs don‗t go in with snobbery. They are aware that today‗s minimum-
wage-earning e-pub reader might be tomorrow‗s editorial director of one of the world‗s largest publishing houses. It 
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happens all the time in every facet of business. They‘re also aware of the old saying that it‘s not best to put all of one‘s 
eggs into one basket.  
  

The first letter to the editor of RWR that I remember reading was one by Barbara Keller. Barbara, who writes as Judith 
Arnold, is Jewish, yet she defended the inspirational romance foray into RWA—her difference was that she encouraged 
editors, readers, and RWA (with letters to the editor and by speaking out at conferences) to include all faiths, not just that 
of Christianity. She wasn‗t afraid to stand up for what was (back then) not a popular cause, and because of Barbara‗s 
pioneering spirit and adherence to her personal beliefs, others have benefited for nearly twenty years. I didn‘t even write 
inspires, and I was cheering for them like mad. 
 

Cindi Myers networks by faithfully writing a blog once a week with market news for writers at all stages, whether multi-
published or newbie. She includes small press, large press, magazines, newspapers—whatever she feels worthy of going 
into her blog, and she has hundreds of readers. These readers judge contests, they buy books, they talk to their 
neighbors and friends and co-workers (some of them publishing professionals), and Cindi‗s name gets bandied and 
discussed…as do her books. She doesn‗t blog a lot—she doesn‗t do a lot of internet work. Yet what she is good at gets 
passed on to others. Cindi is good at networking, and others benefit. 
 

See a pattern emerging? 
  

Carol Lynne—I cannot say enough about what I‗ve learned from this woman. Network? Carol is shy—she goes out of her 
way not to be in the spotlight. She doesn‗t blog often—in fact, she only recently set up her blog. Carol doesn‗t attend 
conferences or speak anywhere if she can help it. Her one ‗this is me‗ statement is her Yahoo group, which is where she 
stops by to chat with her readers, but even there she has others chat up their own books. Not big networking, right? Yet 
she is one of the best-selling and highest paid e-pub authors in the business. She is the single mother of two little girls 
and protects their privacy at all costs, yet she stands up for something dear to her heart. She has a gay cousin and now 
several gay friends, and she writes books for them…romances. Carol is straight as an arrow yet pens books for those who 
are different. She fills a niche that was lacking for years and has given hundreds of readers, who were once in the closet 
with their personal tastes, reading enjoyment that they otherwise wouldn‗t have had. 
 

She whacked me on the knee once when I was debating upon whether or not I could write another m/m romance, and I‗ll 
never forget her words. To paraphrase, she said: You will most likely always be a better writer than I am, but I am a better 
businesswoman. Writing is a business, Sunny, and it‗s time you earned a paycheck. Your books aren‗t about you—it‗s not 
what you think that matters. It‗s what they think…your readers and editors. 
 

You don‗t need to be spiritual to get what I‗m about to say. Back during the days when my small town had one 
pianist…myself…I would play for probably a dozen Bible schools during summer months. At one small church, I heard a 
phrase that has stuck with me, and it applies here. The true meaning of joy to a Christian is Jesus first, then Others, then 
Yourself. JOY. And that is how I see networking. Put others first. 
  

Do I get on my self-righteous high horse occasionally and think ‗you owe me‗? Oh, sure – I‘m human. But that is bad 
karma in my book. Yes, I may have done something for someone when they asked me, but that doesn‗t mean I am 
entitled to hit them up for something I want later on. 
  

It‗s a Catch 22 in some situations. If they ask me for a favor and I do it, then yes, I expect them to repay it someday and 
not with lip service. (That‗s the business side of my brain talking.) But if at the time I obliged them out of kindness, then I‗m 
a schmuck for ever thinking they owed me anything. And if I were to set them up, offering to do something for them in 
order to get something in return? (It‘s amazing how often people do this to one another.) Biggest no-no of all. Manipulation 
is wrong no matter how we look at it, and I avoid those people like they are the plague—they are. They are emotional 
vampires, career killers, and nobody wants to be associated with them. 
  

This is why when I see someone so eager to sell or get ahead that they‗d climb over their best friends, much less anyone 
else, to get what they want…I get ticked off. I‗m sad for all concerned when I see someone pirating ideas or books, 
backstabbing, trying to build their careers or line their pockets on the hard work of others without putting in the time it 
takes, the genuine interest in others, the unselfish acts that are necessary during the learning that takes place in a writer‗s 
growth. I‗m sad because someone who might have been an asset to their group, their families, their friends…well, they 
just don‗t develop, and that‗s a waste of every-body‗s time and energy. 
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 3.      Networking takes time…and practice. 
  

Time to build contacts, to learn the business, to hone our personal skills, not just our writing ones. 
 

It‗s not always the case, but I like to think it is…that the best writers are also the best people. I‗m not naïve enough to put 
all of my faith into that statement, but I sure want to believe it. I look at John Grisham. I don‗t care if others like his writing 
or not, the man spends a lot of his time and money helping kids, so I spend my money furthering his career when I can. 
 

When I‗m in the midst of writers discussing writing and I see an author is a snob to someone who obviously is a fan? I 
wouldn‗t buy that author‗s book if it was the best one on the planet at the time. However, if I see them helping someone, 
offering advice, lending a hand to their own chapter…oh, yeah. Those are the folks I want to know. 
 

Ours, thankfully, is a giving business. Our national organization sponsors literacy…not to further ourselves but to help 
others. Giving back is useful in both our professional and private lives. 
 
Becoming a better writer, person, and even networker is a choice, like any-thing else, and intent is the key as to how well 
we do any of them. 
  

Networking For Beginners 
  

Volunteer. I cannot be any clearer. Take an office in your local organization. Do programs for your local chapter. Write 
articles for the newsletter—these sometimes get picked up by other chapters, and editors and agents belong to RWA 
and read these. If you feel uncomfortable writing articles or giving programs, refer back to the first sentence. Volunteer. 
 

Learn how to listen. Don‗t volunteer or hang with others in the business to offer information about your own writing. Wait 
for them to ask. If you hook up with a published author you admire or an editor or agent, don‗t monopolize their time or 
shanghai them if the opportunity is there. See what they have to offer. Learn, listen, and file the information for further use, 
even if you think they‗re off the mark. People are allowed to change their minds and to grow. If you can? So can they. 
Give them that courtesy to be wrong once in a while. 
 

If you enjoy a book, send that author a note telling them how much their words meant to you. Just because they‗re multi-
published or even famous doesn‗t mean that they don‗t appreciate sincere compliments and knowing that their words 
affect others. 
 

[You lose points if you inundate them with links or information about your own work in mail or email that is supposed to be 
about them. One link in your signature is sufficient.] 
  

Networking For The Pros 
  

First show up for your own life. You are of no use to anyone else if you burn out and neglect yourself. Learn to say no to 
what (and who) no longer works well in your life. Learn to say yes to the right things. Take care of your health. Never be 
afraid to risk when your intent is good, your knowledge and understanding of a situation top notch, and your ability to 
perform is up to your personal standards. 
 

Attend conferences if money isn‗t an issue. Chat with friends who under-stand, empathize, and can be trusted. Keep your 
word when handling projects for your agent or editor. Be available for your local chapter. 
 

Reach higher than you‗ve ever reached. If you know nothing about blogging but want to learn, ask someone. Take a 
class. Experiment. Lead by example! 
  

Regardless of what you do, under-stand that networking has never been about how many blog posts you make or number 
of responses you get. It‗s not whether or not you Tweet, or if you have freebies . Networking is about communication skills 
and how well you fit into the cosmos, not about how the cosmos fits around you. 
 
Sunny writes and speaks her mind, but this article reflects only her own thoughts and opinions, not those of her writer friends 
or groups. She writes women‘s fiction and romance under Bobbie Cole and Sunny Cole, heterosexual erotic romance as Lyn 
Cash, and male/male erotic romance as Cash Cole. Because of this and her frankness, she will never run for public office.  
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The following article first appeared in the Promotion Posse column in the July 2010 issue of Heart of the Bay, the 
San Francisco RWA newsletter. It may be reprinted by RWA chapters with proper credit to the author, newsletter, 
and column. 
 

Walking the Fine Line Between 
Bumbling, Boring, and Bad Idea 

 
by Virna De Pau 
 

Okay, so here's a newsflash – most of the world's population fears public speaking. 
In one study, eighty percent of those polled indicated they'd rather face imminent 
death than speak in front of a large crowd. I'm not quite that reluctant, but speaking 
in public is still an uncomfortable undertaking for me – I'd much rather be at the 
keyboard. That said, I submitted several workshop proposals for the RWA National 
Conference in July. Two of those got accepted. Great thing, right? Sure it is. The 
chance to help others, get my name out there, conquer my fears…or crash and 
burn.  
 
I try to downplay that last possibility as much as I can.  
 
Still, it makes me wonder… If one goal of the workshops is to give people an idea of who I am as a person and 
a writer, what's the best way to do that?  
 
For example, if I stood up at the beginning of my workshop and cracked a joke about being nervous, the 
audience could be amused and understanding, or possibly uncomfortable. Either way, would it then focus on 
my delivery rather than my content, or would the fact that I admitted something personal make everyone relate 
to me and listen to what I'm saying more earnestly?  
 
I'm going to go out on a limb and say the best promoters are the ones who are willing to appear less than 
perfect. Flaws are interesting and make it easier for people to relate to you. In my workshop example, 
however, I'd still have to give my audience what it wants. Talk about a fault and suddenly it's out in the open for 
everyone's scrutiny. The key is to perform well despite being nervous. Then I'd give my audience something to 
really relate to – an imperfect person who still gets the job done.  
 
All this brings up other questions, as well. In our effort to relate to others, how much of our true selves do we 
let them see? Do we talk about what we went through to get published? Does that include challenges with our 
kids? Marital spats? Do we tell them what we hope to accomplish in the future? How much of our personal 
selves do we let others see without it becoming risky or inappropriate?  
 
In researching this topic, I found a blog post by agent Nathan Bransford discussing how authors need to be 
more than just writers nowadays. The post concluded with this: "The authors who engage their audience and 
inspire devoted clans of fans have a leg up over those who sit back…"  
 
But again, what qualifies as wise engagement with an author's audience?  
 
Bransford tackled this exact topic with a subsequent post that asked this question: "Is there a way to balance 
Internet presence with privacy?" His post received 169 comments, obviously hitting a nerve. Most people 
agreed with the commenter who said, "the dangers of obscurity still outweigh any danger of publicity. A little 
common sense is always good…but it helps if people can find you." In other words, people advocated balance. 
In particular, there were two comments that, in my opinion, summed up the need for balance nicely: "Giving 
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everyone a sense of your personality is really important as you build an online presence – we care about YOU 
because we like you. But that doesn't mean you have to tell all. In fact, if you tell all, we'll like you less. There's 
a fine line between giving us enough information to feel like know you, and offering TMI," and, "Publicity 
doesn't mean dangling your gonads before a slavering public and privacy doesn't mean locking yourself in a 
secure bunker. [I love this line, don't you?] Any interaction with other people requires moderation of precisely 
this kind and all that's happened here is a movement of the goal post in the publicity direction. We still have to 
choose what to put out there, and to be careful over those choices." 
 
Here are some things to consider when promoting yourself to others, be it in person or on the Internet:  
 

 Focus on giving information on your writing (your books, your book tours, how to get published, how to 
write better queries, etc.) rather than yourself.  

 Share your mistakes but also how you are working to overcome them or have achieved success. 

 Be mindful of giving out personal information like your spouse's or children's names, or posting pictures 
of family and friends. But also be aware your pen name can be discovered and a novel dedication to a 
spouse can be "outing" information, as well.  

 Don't post anything you wouldn't say at a speaker podium or to a stranger you meet at an event.  

 Be honest. If you're uncomfortable enough to consider lying, you should be motivated enough not to 
answer. Being false generally comes back to bite you.  

 Don't comment on anything personal or controversial that will overshadow who you are as a writer.  

 When in doubt, filter yourself and ask a friend or business partner whether what you are planning to 
reveal or talk about is appropriate. Ask yourself whether your message is consistent with the 
professional brand you are working to establish.  

 Don't just be a lurker; push and challenge yourself to become active and get results, but be thoughtful 
about the boundaries you don't want to cross.  

 Don't give out personal information just because you can't think of anything else to say or write; instead, 
create an idea or topics folder and refer back to it.  

 Remember that airing dirty laundry or being critical of others will often make you come off as the bad 
guy, especially when you're speaking to people who don't know you or your circumstances that well.  

 
Sure, introducing our writing to new readers may be easier if we let them get to know us a little better. But think 
about your favorite author or actor, and how you probably formed an initial impression of that person with very 
little information. It all started with the art first. Curious, you might have sought out more info and hopefully it 
just made you like him more. But how many times has the paparazzi dug into a person's personal life and 
exposed personal things that left us with a negative impression? More times than not.  
 
So be mindful and use restraint. Seek balance and keep your ultimate goal in mind. In the end, whether I admit 
my nervousness about public speaking during a workshop or not, the success of my workshop depends on my 
ability to engage my audience and deliver what I've promised – information on craft and insight into the 
publishing industry. Even if someone can't relate to me completely, they can still appreciate the end product, 
and really, that's what matters most. 
 
Virna De Paul is a former criminal prosecutor who left law to pursue publication in romantic suspense and paranormal 
suspense. In March 2009, she set out to write a "big book, high concept, same but different" series. In November 2009, she 
got her first deal, selling the first two books of that series to Berkley. She serves as President for the Black Diamond RWA 
chapter. www.virnadepaul.com  
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This article appeared in the Bard's Scroll, July 2010. This article first appeared on the Roses of Houston blogspot 
(www.rosesofhouston.blogspot.com) on March 21, 2010. 
 

Copyright and You 
 
by Anna Kathryn Lanier 
 

The copyright is not something new. It has been around since the invention of the printing press. The 
first copyrights, however, were more of a way for the government to control the contents of 
publications (censorship) and to raise revenue (taxes) than it was to protect the rights of authors.  The 
first true copyright law was passed in 1710 by Queen Anne of England. It granted an authors 
exclusive rights to their works for 28 years, then the work usually passed into public domain. 
 
The U. S. passed its first copyright law in 1790. A major revision was made to the law in 1909. 
However, that law was replaced by the Copyright Act of 1976. Though there have been a few 
amendments made since its passage, the 1976 statue remains in effect for copyright protection in the 
U.S. 
 
For international copyrights, copyright protection was adopted at the Berne Convention of 1886 in 
Switzerland. Most countries in the world recognize copyright protection of works from other countries 
and uphold the Berne Convention statutes. Though, it should be noted, that while this protection is 
not an actual international copyright law, it does make it easier for an author to protect their works in 
other countries. Still, it is not foolproof, as many countries do not enforce the statues and tend to turn 
a blind eye to copyright infringements within their borders. 
 
So, what exactly is a ―copyright‖ and why should an author get one for her works? 
 
According to www.copyright.gov, ―Copyright is a form of protection provided by the laws of the United 
States (title 17, U. S. Code) to authors of ‗original works of authorship,‘ including literary, dramatic, 
musical, artistic, and certain other intellectual works. This protection is available to both published and 
unpublished works.‖ The Copyright Act of 1976 generally gives the owner of copyrighted material 
exclusive rights, as well as allowing the owner to give permission to others for particular usage. 
 
*THE AUTHOR‘S TOOLKIT: A Step-by-Step Guide to Writing and Publishing Your Book***, by Mary 
Embree has an entire chapter on copyright. On page 76, she gives several reasons why an author 
should copyright her material: 
 
It establishes a public record of your copyright claim. 
 
Registration establishes prima facie evidence in court of the validity of the copyright. 
 
Registration will allow you to seek infringement and attorney‘s fees, an amount between $750 and 
$30,000. If works are not registered, damages are limited. 
 
Technically, copyright protection begins at the moment a piece of work is created. However, as 
Embree and the copyright website points out, this does not always give you legal protection in the 
event of infringement. It is harder to prove ownership without a registered copyright. 
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One form of implied copyright is the ‗poor man‘s copyright.‘  This is when an author mails herself the 
manuscript and then puts it up, unopened, as proof of copyright. However, this type of copyright, 
though cheaper than registering the work, does not give the above mentioned protection. Considering 
how much blood, sweat and tears one puts into a novel, does it not make more sense to copyright it 
through the Library of Congress? 
 
The easiest and cheapest way to register a copyright is online at www.copyright.gov. Advantages 
include a lower filing fee of $35, faster processing time, online status tracking, secure payment, the 
ability to upload certain categories of deposits directly into the copyright offices electronic files, and 24 
hour a day access. 
 
However, authors may also mail in copyright applications. To do this, simply complete the application 
form, include the correct fee and nonreturnable copies of your work—one copy for an unpublished 
work and two copies for a published work. Fees when mailing vary between $50 and $65. 
 
Once a work is copyrighted, the copyright endures from the time of creation through the life of the 
author, plus 70 years. For a work with two or more authors, the copyright is in effect for the life of the 
last surviving author, plus 70 years. Works done anonymously, using a pseudonym or for hire are 
copyrighted for 95 years from the year of its first publication or a term of 120 years from the year of its 
creation, whichever occurs first. If an anonymous or pseudonym work is later claimed by an author, 
the copyright endures for the life of the author, plus 70 years. 
 
While most large publishers will register the copyright for the author, most small and electronic 
publishers do not. Given the rights an author garners from having a work copyrighted, it is highly 
suggested that authors copyright their works through the Library of Congress. 
 
Those living in countries other than the United States should look into their own copyright laws. 
 
Get all the facts, fees and paperwork to fill out your copyright at www.copyright.gov. 
 
FUN FACT: The copyright office receives about 2,400 submissions a day! 
 
Anna Kathryn Lanier is a multi-published short story and novella writer in both contemporary and historical Westerns. 
She is currently working on a several historical novels. Find out more about her at www.aklanier.com. 
 

 

 

If there's a book you really want to read,  
but it hasn't been written yet,  

then you must write it.   
 

~Toni Morrison 
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—CHAPTER CHATTER— 

 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Nancy Gideon: CAPTURED BY MOONLIGHT 
(Book 3) in second printing. Sold Books 1 and 2 in 
Thailand. In middle of writing Book 5. Got moved up 
to featured author slot with next books in series! 
 
Lucy Kubash: I'm on page 102 of my wip. Yay, 
broke the one hundred page goal. Juggling my two 
jobs. Trying to keep my dogs out of trouble so they 
don‘t need baths! I will be participating in an 
Authors' and Illustrators' Reception at the Benton 
Harbor Public Library on Saturday, October 2, from 
2pm-4pm. We will have an authors' panel and I'll 
speak on e-books. The public is welcome! 
  
Tracy Roper: It's been an interesting month! In the 
past few weeks I've had six full manuscript 
requests, and received two offers of representation. 
(Yea!) I've signed with Book Cents Literary Agency 
and am very happy, but still in shock. I'm currently 
making 'final' revisions to my contemporary 
women's fiction with a goal of submitting it to my 
agent by the end of September.  

 

Cindy Arends: A couple of good reviews for 
WINGS OF DESIRE. Got proposal for DEMON‘S 
UNLEASHED sent to editor‘s assistant. 

 
Margo Hoornstra: Received contract for another 

book. This was a short story my editor contracted 
originally. 

 

Deb Moser: Attended RWA and came away with a 
YA idea (have written 30 pages—so far so good.) 
Still working on single title contemporary (to be 
completed by November 30, I Will Write A Book) 
and planning to attend Columbus, Ohio conference 
October 1-2.  

 

Pat Klein: Completed first draft of one manuscript 
and I am three quarters of the way through a 
second manuscript since last meeting. Working on 
query for completed first manuscript.  
 

Melissa Ford Lucken: Went to RWA
®
 National. 

Completed first draft of MFA critical thesis. 

Loralee Lillibridge: Attended RWA
®
 Orlando. Have two full 

manuscripts out to two publishers. Working on single title 
Western contemporary. Signed up to Judge 2011 RITA. 

 

Laurie Kuna: Went to RWA
®
. In process of putting finishing 

touches on downstairs bathroom. Trying to write but haven‘t 
been successful. 
 

Diane Burton: Ready to do the contest circuit with 

completed YA. Working on second P.I. story (to complete 
by November 30 for ―I Will Write A Book.‖ 
 

Ami Weaver: An older ms of mine, THE NANNY'S 
SECRET, finaled in GRW's Maggie Awards. This is a 
contest I am very fond of--it's my third final. I've set a goal 
for the month of September which is to have TNS 
completely revised by the end of the month. I'm hopeful my 
new kid-free afternoons will go a long way to achieving that 
goal! 
 

Lana Miersen: Elected to fill vacancy on neighborhood 

association and was appointed secretary; writing 
association newsletter. Braining mss with Diane Burton. 
Health issues resolved!  Traveling a lot and baby-sitting 
grandchildren. 

 
Florence Price:  I've been slowly critiquing my way through 

seven entries in the YA category of the Golden Pen contest,    
besides working with Laurie Kuna and Loralee Lillibridge on 
the nominations for our chapter's two open board positions. 
Also, now that the kids are in school, I'm enjoying my 
somewhat quieter days and looking forward to getting back 
to my WIP. 

 
Donna Garrison: Appointed to fill vacated seat on local 
school board and got son married last month. Starting to get 
back into a writing routine. 
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Members’ Current and Upcoming Releases 

Fall/Winter 2010 and Spring 2011 
 

 
Jackie Braun: A Dinner, A Date and a Desert Sheikh, Harlequin Romance, 
June 2010, and Inconveniently Wed, the third book in the Girls Weekend in 
Vegas continuity, Harlequin, August 2010. Coming in October 2010 is Star-
Crossed Sweethearts, the seventh book in the Brides of Bella Rosa continuity 
from Harlequin Romance. www.jackiebraun.com  
 
 
Arianna Skye/Sidney Ayers:  Wings of Desire is available in e-book and at 

Amazon.com through Eternal Press. www.ariannaskye.com Beauty School 
Demon will be available in June, 2011 from Sourcebooks Casablanca. 
www.sidneyayers.com 
 
 
Nancy Gideon:  The first three books in a shape shifter series from Pocket 

Books: Masked by Moonlight, June 2010, Chased by Moonlight, July 2010 
Captured by Moonlight, August 2010. nancy.gideon.com 
 
 
Melissa Ford Lucken w/a Isabelle Drake:  Roughneck by Request, from 
Ellora's Cave (Quickie), available January 19, 2010 www.isabelledrake.com 
 
 

Alison Hart/Jennifer Greene: New releases by Jennifer Greene from Silhouette 
Romantic Suspense: Secretive Stranger, April 2010, Mesmerizing Stranger, 
September 2010, Irresistible Stranger, December 2010. Also coming in 
November, 2010 is a Special Edition, The Billionaire’s Handler, by Jennifer 
Greene. www.jennifergreene.com 
 
 
Maris Soule: As The Crow Flies, another P.J. Benson Mystery, published by 
Five Star, a subdivision of Cengage Learning, will be released in March 2011. 
www.MarisSoule.com 
 
 
Katharine Ashe: Swept Away by a Kiss, Katharine‘s debut historical romance, 

became available on July 27, 2010 from Avon. Captured by a Rogue Lord will 
be available from Avon in April 2011. www.katharineashe.com 
 

  

 

http://www.jackiebraun.com/
http://www.ariannaskye.com/
http://www.sidneyayers.com/
http://www.isabelledrake.com/
http://www.jennifergreene.com/
http://www.marissoule.com/
http://www.katharineashe.com/
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—THE FINAL REFLECTION— 
 

Back to School 
 

By Alyssa Marble 
Editor, Mid-Michigan Mirror 
 

In the movie You’ve Got Mail starring Tom Hanks and 
Meg Ryan, there‘s a quote about school supplies that 
resonated with me. Joe Fox (Tom Hanks) writes in an 
email to Meg Ryan:  
 
―Don't you love New York 
in the fall? It makes me 
want to buy school 
supplies. I would send you 
a bouquet of newly 
sharpened pencils if I knew 
your name and address.‖  
 
That quote captures 
exactly how I feel about fall 
and back to school. Many 
people think ―back to school‖ in August, when they 
start buying all those supplies and the new round of 
fall/winter clothes and shoes.  
 
But as I kid, I didn‘t think ―back to school‖ until 
September when school started in earnest. I would 
get out a newly sharpened pencil, a yet-to-be-
battered, non-doodled on folder, and open up my 
crisp, clean, empty notebook to the first page.  
 
What does that first day of school have in common 
with writing?  
 
Possibilities. That blank piece of paper is full of 
possibilities. It‘s novels and poetry and short stories 
and articles—and homework—just waiting to be 
written. Those stories all out there, in somebody‘s 
mind and heart, waiting to be set to paper and given a 
voice. 
 
I consider myself lucky that I‘m able to find those 
stories and breathe life into them—with elbow grease, 
sweat, tears and a whole lot of pencils, of course! 
 

Alyssa Marble – Editor 

Submission Guidelines 
Topics: writing-related—business/marketing, craft, 

how-to, interviews with industry professionals, book 
reviews, member news, member bios, members‘ latest 
releases, and program recaps, etc.  

Manuscripts: single-spaced, readable 12 pt. black 
font, no special formatting or colors, one-inch margins, 
saved in rich text format. 

Deadline: the 2nd Saturday of the month, unless 
otherwise stated. Member News deadline is the 3rd 
Saturday (meeting day). 
 

Policy 
The Mid-Michigan Mirror’s policy is to offer our 

original MMRWA articles to other RWA
®
 chapters and 

loops to use with all credits given unless the author 
specifies restrictions in the article. The Mirror staff 
reserves the right to edit submissions for such things 
as spelling or typographical errors, punctuation, 
grammar, size requirements, etc., and content with 
author‘s approval. 

RWA
®
 sister chapters may reprint any information 

in this newsletter providing credit is given to MMRWA, 
The Mid-Michigan Mirror, and the article‘s author. 
Non-RWA

®
 groups must secure permission from the 

author.  
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not 

necessarily those of RWA
®
, or of the MMRWA and its 

individual members. Market information contained 
herein does not constitute an endorsement by RWA

®
 

or MMRWA. Readers are urged to determine for 
themselves the reliability and integrity of those with 
whom they deal. Writers are encouraged to check 
market report accuracy through the RWA

®
 Hotline, 

(281) 440-6885, press 8. 
Mid-Michigan RWA is a not-for-profit professional 

writers‘ organization incorporated in the State of 
Michigan. The business meeting minutes, treasurer‘s 
reports, and other legal documents of the corporation 
are published online in the files section of the 
restricted, members-only MMRWABUSINESS list. 

The Mid-Michigan Mirror is a publication of Mid-
Michigan Chapter #12 of Romance Writers of 
America

®
. Copyright ©2009 by the Mid-Michigan 

Romance Writers of America. All rights reserved, 
unless otherwise stated. 

 

Chapter Information 
Non-members seeking information about Mid-

Michigan RWA, our meetings, and joining our chapter, 
may email our membership chair at 
members@midmichiganrwa.org, write to MMRWA, 
P.O. Box 2725, Kalamazoo, MI 49003-2725, or visit 
our chapter online at www.midmichiganrwa.org to 
learn all about us. 


